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 Minutes June 17, 2010  
 
Town of Corinth Planning Board Meeting  
Meeting called to Order 7:03pm  
Eric Butler, Chairman  
Althea Rivette- 7:07 
Louise Reed- 7:07 
Joan Beckwith  
Philip Giordano  
Attorney Pozefsky  
Fred Mann, Building Inspector  
Cheri Sullivan, Secretary 
  
Public Present: Dave Barrass, Michael Goodspeed, Jo Burl, Kenneth Burl, Tim Montena 
Sr., Brian McKernan, Ron Rucinski(Rucinski Architecture), Peter Reilly (Attorney Pace 
Builders), Charles Larson, John Hales(Business Manager Corinth Central Schools), 
Warren Baldwin, Sharon Baldwin, Steve Staalesen ( Pace Builders),Celia Lockhardt, 

 
*Motion to approve minutes from May 20, 2010. 
Motion- Beckwith 
Seconded- Giordano 
Polled as follows:  
Butler-Yes, Beckwith-Yes, Giordano-Yes, Reed-Absent, Rivette-Absent  

 

*Motion to Approve minutes from March 30
th

, 2010(Joint meeting with 

Town Board).  
Motion- Beckwith 

Seconded- Giordano 

Polled as follows:  

Butler-Yes, Beckwith-Yes, Giordano-Yes, Reed-Absent, Rivette-Absent  

 

New Business: 

 
1. Michael Goodspeed- Proposed Boundary Line Adjustment. Property is located 

at 262 Wilton Mountain Road. The property is Zoned RR. Mr. Goodspeed would like to 

move the boundary lines of three parcels, each parcel approximately .30acres, .24 acres, 

& .18 acres & combine these three sub standards lots into the parcel with 4.37 acres of 

which the home is located. Mr. Barrass explained that the smaller parcels were purchased 

at different times and Mr. Goodspeed is erecting a pole barn and in order to comply with 

the zoning setbacks he has to merge the parcels. Mr. Barrass told the board that all of the 

parcels are already in one deed. Chairman Butler asked Code Enforcement Officer Mann 
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if he had been to this residence. Code Enforcement Officer Mann said he had and he did 

not have any problems with the work Mr. Goodspeed has started. 

 

*Motion determining that this is a Boundary Line Adjustment. 
Motion- Beckwith 

Seconded- Rivette 

Polled as follows:  

Butler-Yes, Beckwith-Yes, Giordano-Yes, Reed-Yes, Rivette-Yes 

 

2. David & Jane Dearborn- 2-lot family subdivision. Property is located on 

County Route 25. Property is zoned RR. Applicant would like to subdivide parcel into a 4 

acre lot and a 13.95acre lot. DEC permit is required and this application needs to be 

forwarded to Saratoga County Planning. Mr. Barrass said that DEC has already been to 

this site and flagged the 100ft buffer for the wetlands. Board member Reed felt it was 

necessary to disclose that she has been very good friends with Jane Dearborn for many 

years and if there were any issues with this friendship that she would willingly recuse 

herself. Attorney Pozefsky said that recusal is only mandatory if it involves family or 

financial matters. Mr. Barrass said the property width at the driveway is 162ft. Chairman 

Butler asked Code Enforcement Officer /Mann if there were any issue he saw with this 

subdivision. Mr. Mann said the only thing that needed to be corrected on the maps was 

that there would have to be an area on the map where fire trucks would be able to turn 

around. Chair Butler said the board would put this application on the agenda for next 

month and schedule a public hearing. 

 

Public Hearing: Rucinski Builders 

 

Mr. Rucinski spoke on behalf of the applicant and stated the following for review on this 

proposed subdivision: 

- Still onsite sewage disposal 

- Onsite site wells 

- Storm water onsite with swales 

- For a “great storm” there is a drywell system in place 

 

Chairman Butler opened the discussion up to the Planning Board members first and 

explained to the public present that after the board discussed and asked questions of the 

applicant the next step would be to do the SEQRA review. After that the board would 

open the public hearing so that all members of the community present could ask their 

questions and make statements. 

 

Board member Rivette asked if there had been any changes made since the last time Mr. 

Rucinski was before the board. Mr. Rucinski said there were not. Board member 

Beckwith asked if a traffic study had been done, because she has concerns with the 

impact of traffic and pedestrians with the elementary school. Code Enforcement Officer 

Mann said that he is good with what has been presented to date, and concerns he had 

previously have already been addressed by the applicant. Highway Superintendent 

Eggleston stated that he has no concerns at this time about the proposed road and stated 
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to the board that the cull-de –sac presented in this subdivision is larger than the one he 

plows for Wells Estate. 

 

Attorney Pozefsky said that the SEQRA review was for preliminary review and the 

boards’ job is as follows; if the answers to the question are; small to moderate on all 

questions then the board will declare a negative declaration; if there is any answer to a 

question that the impact could be potentially large then the board will stop and see if 

there is some way to mitigate or reduce the impact, so that there would only be a small to 

moderate impact. 

Attorney Pozefsky said he would read through the questions and if there were any board 

members that felt there was a large to significant impact, to stop him and they would 

discuss the question. Mr. Pozefsky read the examples given for the questions asked: 
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Chairman Butler asked in regards to question number one if they would be able to 
maintain that 15% pertaining to lots 3 and 4. Mr. Rucinski said they would not be 
touching lots three and four. There was no comment from the board members present 
on question two or three. Chairman Butler asked if there was a need for concern on 
question number four. Attorney Pozefsky read through the examples and there was no 
further comment. 
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 6 

 
Board member Beckwith asked if any of these proposed homes were going to have any 
of the outside wood boilers. Mr. Rucinski said he did not have any plans for them. 
Chairman Butler said the homeowners’ would have to apply for a building permit if they 
wanted one. 
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Chairman Butler said he thought the board had already received a statement from DEC 
that there were none located on this parcel of land. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 8 

 

 

 
 
Attorney Pozefsky asked Mr. Rucinski if he knew if this was considered a critical 
environmental review area. Mr. Rucinski said it was not. Mr. Pozefsky asked if the 
Engineers had reviewed this or not. Mr. Rucinski said he believed that they did. 

 
 
Chairman Butler felt that there might possibly be a significant impact in regards to this 
question. Board member Beckwith agreed and stated she feels that there is going to be 
a significant impact because of the increased traffic of the school and on Eggleston 
Street. Board member Reed said that there is no other access to Dayton Drive and that 
is a very quiet street. Chairman Butler said from what he has learned he does not 
believe there is going to be enough traffic generated from this subdivision to create a 
significant impact. Mr. Butler said since it is a 17 lot single family development it doesn’t 
really meet the criteria necessary for traffic impact study. Mr. Rucinski said the number 
which would be used in a traffic study would be 11; it would be 11 one way trips per day 
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,per house, which is less than 200 vehicle trips per day spread out over 16 hours, so that 
works out to about ten extra vehicles per hour on average. Board member Beckwith 
said this is her only concern because there is no other exit. Board member Beckwith felt 
it was going to be in the best interest of the residents on those two roads to at least ask 
the engineers to look at it and see if there was a need for a traffic study. Board member 
Beckwith said there is a fair amount of traffic currently on this road especially when 
school is in session and she felt that children could be endangered with any increase in 
traffic as the sidewalks do not go all the way down Eggleston Street to Dayton Drive. 
Code Enforcement Officer Mann said he agrees with Board member Beckwith. Attorney 
Pozefsky said that he will mark the answer yes on this question and the board can move 
on with the other questions, at the end they will return part three to discuss any ideas 
on how to possibly mitigate this situation. Attorney Pozefsky explained that this will not 
necessarily hold up the project, it would just be before final approval the engineers 
could look at it and address, so that when it comes back before the board the engineers 
may be able to find a way to mitigate the situation. 
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Discussion on impact of question #15: 
 
Board member Beckwith said the traffic is her biggest concern, she explained that there 
has been a fair amount of building on Barbara MacDonald drive  and until Phase two 
and three of that development is finished essentially there is only one ingress and 
egress which presently exits onto Eggleston Street. Chairman Butler asked Code 
Enforcement Officer Mann if he had any input on this question. Mr. Mann said only that 
he does travel that street and traffic hardly moves, you have to drive very slowly 
because of the amount of kids walking the edge of the road and traffic. Mr. Mann 
explained there is another road exiting from Barbara MacDonald but it is just dirt until 
the remaining phases of that development are completed. Chairman Butler asked Mr. 
Mann if he knew how many homes were currently in that development and how many 
were to be built in phase two and three of that subdivision. Code Enforcement Officer 
Mann and Board member Reed said there was also a road that was supposed to come 
back out on Dorset Drive. Chairman Butler said he felt the most significant impact was 
going to be at the time of day when school starts or gets out. Attorney Pozefsky said at 
this point the board can issue a positive or negative declaration, with positive meaning, 
that there is a potentially significant impact, which can be reviewed by the engineers 
before the final is done. Mr. Rucinski asked for clarification and wanted to know if this 
was going back to the towns engineer for a traffic study. Chairman Butler said that it 
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was going back to Clough Harbour for them to look at the potential of any possible 
issues and if there would be a need to conduct a traffic study.  
 
*Motion determining a positive declaration in lieu of a professional opinion on the 
preliminary SEQRA review. 
Motion- Beckwith 
Seconded- Rivette 
Polled as follows:  
Butler-Yes, Beckwith-Yes, Giordano-Yes, Reed-Yes, Rivette-Yes 
 
Chairman Butler opened the public hearing and asked Secretary Sullivan to read it into 
record. Chairman Butler asked Secretary Sullivan if she would also read into record the 
letters of opinion received on this proposed subdivision. 
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Chairman Butler asked Highway superintendent Eggleston if he knew of any plans for 
Eggleston Street and Dayton Drive. Highway Superintendent Eggleston said everyone in 
this neighborhood wants walkways and wider roads until it comes to them giving up 
four feet of their land to do so. Mr. Eggleston said that if it could be done he would do 
it. 
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Chairman Butler explained to the public present the rules for speaking at a public 
hearing and the stated that if people get out of hand at this public hearing he will close 
it down. 
The public hearing was opened to the community members present and the following 
spoke either for or in opposition to this proposed development: 
 
Mr. Larson- 
 
Mr. Larson said that he owns the property right next to where the right of Way with the 
School is and wants to know how this is going to affect his agreement with the School. 
Mr. Peter Reilly said he is the Attorney for Pace Builders. Mr. Reilly said that Mr. 
Larson’s original agreement with the school was signed September 22, 1998. Mr. Reilly 
said there are some questions pertaining to the original deed that Mr. Larson exchanged 
with the school, and at the time he believes, that Mr. Larson abandoned his rights to at 
that time, the existing right of way, and the school district has granted him another right 
of way. Mr. Reilly said he believes that portion of it was abandoned by Mr. Larson and 
given to the school district. Mr. Reilly said he was currently dealing with the school 
district to ensure that everyone is on the same page. Attorney Reilly said as Mr. Larson 
has clarified, he does not own the property; even if the right of way exists at the original 
location, it is only a right of way an easement for ingress and egress. Attorney Reilly 
explained that this proposed project is not contemplating any improvements on this 
right of way. Mr. Reilly said the worst case scenario is that it remains the way it is; there 
is no intention of this developer to block it. 
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Mr. Larson said the other complaint pertaining to this subdivision was the traffic on the 
street. Mr. Larson said you are not going to understand the impact of the traffic unless 
you live there. Mr. Larson said that when school is in session the traffic intensifies. Mr. 
Larson explained that the residents of Barbara McDonald Drive come from Dorset onto 
Eggleston because currently it is the easiest way for them to exit. Mr. Larson said the 
walkway ends at his driveway. Mr. Larson said that he was probably one of the few that 
did not give Mr. Eggleston a hard time about the walkway. Chairman Butler asked if all 
the kids in that area walked to school. Mr. Larson said yes and they also walk to all three 
schools. 
 
Brian McKiernan- 
 
Mr. McKiernan said he lives on Dayton Drive where there are half a dozen houses. 
Currently and maybe twice a year you’ll meet another car going around that corner, 
which is a 90 degree corner. Mr. McKiernan said he feels this project with an additional 
31 cars using this road is going to increase traffic, and there are going to be accidents on 
this corner, not to mention the children that play in the street on Dayton Drive because 
currently it’s a dead end street with no walkways. Mr. McKiernan said it will be ruining a 
quality of life and feels there is no need for this subdivision. 
 
Tim Montena- 
 
Mr. Montena said his house will be going on the market if this development is approved. 
Mr. Montena said he would not have an issue selling part of his property to put in a side 
walk in for the children to get to school safely, but he will not give away part of his land 
so that someone can put in 17 houses. Mr. Montena said as for Dayton Drive he does 
not care if it is summer or winter but two vehicles cannot go around that turn at the 
same time. Mr. Montena said he feels that this is just greed. Mr. Montena also stated 
that there was a lot of property for sale in Albany and NYC and felt that the builders 
should go there as the last time the builders were there they were very inconsiderate of 
the residents that were there then. 
 
Celia Lockhart- 
 
Mrs. Lockhart said she lives on Eggleston Street and is also a member of the Corinth 
School Board. Mrs. Lockhart said she felt there should be a study done about the traffic 
because at 7:30am and 2:30 pm, when school is starting and getting out the traffic is 
already very congested. Mrs. Lockhart also wanted to know how much of a buffer with 
the trees are going to be left. Mr. Rucinski said it varies but generally there will be a 30ft 
buffer of trees. 
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Jo Burl-  
 
Ms. Burl said she lives on Dayton Drive and she is concerned about the existing 
character of the community, which the board has already stated there is not an impact 
on. Ms. Burl said it is very quiet here, and was a reason that they chose this street to live 
on, had they known there could’ve been a 17 lot development built here they might 
have looked at the property differently. 
 
John Hales- 
 
Mr. Hales said he is the Business Manager for Corinth Central School district. Mr. Hale 
said that the school’s main concern is about the safety of the children. Mr. Hales said he 
has two comments that he feels should be looked at with the possibility of a traffic 
study. 

a) The possibility of having stop signs placed where the school exits onto Eggleston. 
b) If the builder of the development could create some sort of walkway though the 

development for the kids to get to school without being on the roadway. 
Mr. Larson said that was a good idea but would the school be willing to maintain a path 
for these students during the winter months? 
 
Anita Sheerer- 
 
Ms. Sheerer said that she has lived there for 35 years and spoke about the construction 
of the last four homes that were built on Dayton Drive. Ms. Sheerer said the noise, the 
dirt were awful. Ms. Sheerer said they are also concerned over the traffic and the safety 
of the children that live there. 
 
Highway Superintendent Eggleston said it would be very hard to change that corner in 
any way. Mr. Eggleston said that he would need an awful lot of property to widen that 
corner and people don’t want to give their property up. Board member Beckwith asked 
if putting in a stop sign at the corner would help. Mr. Eggleston said no that would just 
stop the traffic it would not help with the width of the road. Board member Reed asked 
what if they lowered the speed limit. Mr. Eggleston said the speed limit is currently at 
30mph except by the school where it is 20mph. Mr. Eggleston said that as far as the 
walkway he would be willing to extend it to the end of the road however it is still easier 
to talk about it than to get people to give up their land for one. Chairman Butler asked 
how far down the street is the side walk currently. Mr. Eggleston said it goes from Main 
Street to the corner of Mr. Larson’s property. 
 
Chairman Butler asked Code Enforcement Officer Mann if he had any input here. Code 
Enforcement Officer Mann this actually doesn’t have anything to do with his position. 
However when he does drive down that street he drives very slow because he has 
concerns about children running out into the street even when school is not in session, 
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but he does feel that when school is in session that it is a very congested area. Chairman 
Butler asked where exactly the Village Town Line is on the street. Mr. Eggleston said it 
starts right where the brown apartments are on Eggleston Street.  
 
Chairman Butler asked Attorney Pozefsky for clarification on where the board should go 
from here and what their options were. Attorney Pozefsky said there would be another 
public hearing for the final review and if the traffic does development into a major issue 
the board could have a hearing for that in terms of the SEQRA review, if it were to get 
that far. 
 
 
*Motion to close the preliminary public hearing. 
Motion- Beckwith 
Seconded- Giordano 
Polled as follows:  
Butler-Yes, Beckwith-Yes, Giordano-Yes, Reed-Yes, Rivette-Yes 
 
Chairman Butler said at this point the board should probably discuss this a little more. 
Board member Beckwith said she feels that there should definitely be a traffic study 
done. Chairman Butler agreed and said that it is not just for the traffic but should also 
include the pedestrian traffic. Chairman Butler said that he would like to talk about the 
buffer area again because he would like to request specifically that there be a minimum 
of a 50ft buffer left along the row of houses on Eggleston Street. Board member 
Beckwith asked if the house were going to be built immediately or as they sell. Chairman 
Butler explained that the first stage would be to remove the vegetation, then the fill and 
then the roadway. Chairman Butler asked Mr. Rucinski if there was a preferred area that 
he would like to start in. Mr. Rucinski said that would be market driven. Board member 
Rivette asked if there was any way to make the corner bigger. Highway Superintendent 
Eggleston said there was no way that he knew of because on one side of the road there 
is a ravine and the creek, and DEC would not be in favor of that and the other side of the 
road is private property. Mr. Eggleston did not feel the owner of that property would be 
interested. Chairman Butler asked Mr. Rucinski if there were any concerns mentioned 
tonight that he would like to respond to. Mr. Rucinski said he did not feel that they 
could do anything about traffic problems down by the school; the only thing he can say 
is that 17 houses is not a lot of traffic by the standards that the traffic engineers use. 
 
Attorney Pozefsky said at this point the board has a couple of choices to make; 

1) If the board wanted to wait for the engineer’s opinion about the traffic it could 
wait until next month and then decide on a preliminary approval or disapproval. 

2) Or the board could move forward with that tonight subject to what the 
engineers say. 

The board was in agreement to wait on the preliminary approval until they get 
something back from the engineers pertaining to a traffic study. 
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Chairman Butler said he wanted to make sure that everyone in the room was aware of 
the history of this proposed project. Chairman Butler explained that the applicant 
originally came before the board a couple years of ago with approximately 32 proposed 
homes, the applicant has worked with the board and we are now looking at a decent 
subdivision. Mr. Rucinski has worked with the board to get this subdivision the way it is 
currently. Chairman Butler explained to the public that they are welcome at every 
meeting even if it is not a public hearing where they can speak. Chairman Butler 
explained that the board meets every third Thursday of the month. Chairman Butler said 
this was something he was going to address later in tonight’s meeting but he asked the 
board member if anyone would have a problem moving the meeting this month to the 
29th of July as Secretary Sullivan will be on vacation. There were no objections from the 
board members present to changing the meeting date to the 29th of July@7:00pm. 
 
Other Business:  
Secretary Sullivan said she wanted to let the board know that she has requested a copy 
of the certification of training attended. 
 
Old Business:  
 

*MOTION TO ADJOURN MEETING @ 8:54PM.  
Motion- Beckwith 
Seconded-Giordano 
 
 
 
      Respectfully Submitted  
 
 
      Cheri Sullivan 


