
TOWN OF CORINTH PLANNING BOARD 

JUNE 4, 2015 

Meeting called to order: 

Present:  Chairman Butler 

  Louise Reed 

  Althea Rivette – came in late 

  Philip Giordano 

  Joan Beckwith 

  Dan Willis 

  Attorney Pozefsky 

  Leon Hickok – Code Enforcement Officer 

  Linda Hamm – Secretary 

Public sign in sheet:   

 



 



 

Approval of May 21, 2015 minutes:  Motion was made by Joan Beckwith and seconded by Philip 

Giordano. 

Roll call vote: Chairman Butler – yes 

  Louise Reed - yes 

  Philip Giordano – yes 

  Joan Beckwith – yes 

Passed and Carried: 

Old Business:  Jason Lent family subdivision public hearing.  Mr. David Barrass is here tonight 

representing Mr. Lent for the family subdivision requested on Heath Road.  

Chairman Butler stated, we have reviewed the map, and the public hearing is still open from 

the May meeting. Mr. Barrass has there been any changes made to the map?  No stated, Mr. 



Barrass.  



 



Chairman Butler asked his board if there were any questions in regard to the subdivision for Mr. 

Barrass.  Does the public have any questions on this subdivision?  Chairman Butler states the 

public hearing is now closed and with no further questions we need a motion to approve the 

subdivision of Mr. Lent’s.   

 

Motion was made by Joan Beckwith and seconded by Louise Reed.   

Roll call vote: Chairman Butler – yes 

  Louise Reed – yes 

  Philip Giordano – yes 

  Joan Beckwith – yes 

Planning Board member Althea Rivette tells Chairman Butler and the other board members 

that after having time to think about the Laphatt/Bovee case she would like to rescind her 

decision to recue herself from the matter and feels she would be able to make a decision with a 

clear mind and without malice from when she lived in the area years ago. Chairman Butler 

asked Attorney Pozefsky for legal advice at this point. Attorney Pozefsky states he has never 

had this happen before but I would like to point out a couple of things. I am not aware of any 

rules or laws that state once a person rescues themselves they can’t un- rescues . She has 

certainly given an explanation as to why she feels she can be impartial in this case.  I would 

point out that the applicant may have something to say about this, and or the public.  I actually 

had a chance to speak with Althea about this knowing she might decide to recant .  But I don’t 

believe there is any rule or law that can prevent this. If they have any questions or comments?  

Mr. Clute stated to the Chairman that he has no problem with Althea Rivette returning to her 

seat on the board for this case.   Chairman Butler states that at this time we welcome Althea 

back to the board for the Bovee site plan, subdivision.  .  Chairman Butler let’s Alternate Willis 

he will not be needed on the bench this evening.  

 

Laphatt/Bovee – Site Plan Review/Minor Subdivision Public Hearing:  Mr. Larry Clute and Mr. 

Tom Center are here to review the map and discuss any questions that the Village Planning 

Board or Town Planning Board and public may have.  Mr. Clute states he believes there has 

been an agreement to finalize  

Mr. Matt Rogers state he believes there is an agreement in regard to a (3) year lease for the 

commercial building.  At that time the building may be used for equipment. Mr. Rogers also 



asked about a 6’ stockade fence around the perimeter of the commercial building and 

continuing where there is no privacy.  Mr. Clute would like to ask the neighbors if they would be 

able to put the fence along their property line, protecting them from the view from the other 

side, if not then they will move it in. As the building begins the storm water will be directed to 

the new storm drains, pulling it away from neighbor’s homes. Louise Reed has some concerns 

about the turnaround for emergency and fire vehicles.  Mr. Clute states there is ample room.  

Fire Chief Kelly has a copy of the plans and feels comfortable with this. Chairman Butler says he 

still has concern over the placement of lighting. I would like to see, I suggest light part way up 

the driveway, the little 5-6 ‘ pole lights are not going to be able to give a good view.  Mr. Clute 

states we can put in a few 10’ lights to help with access and seeing pedestrians.  Code 

Enforcement Officer agrees that this kind of lighting would be more beneficial.  Parking signs 

will be in place so there is no parking along side of the entrance.  Mr. Matt Rogers stated that 

they received recommendations from the county to look into and one is the commercial 

building.  If this is torn down are there plans for another plex?  If so they would need another 

area variance to get that.    Also the installation and maintenance of the water and sewer lines 

for the new buildings will be maintained by Laphatt.  We would like the values of before and 

after hook ups.  Mr. Clute states this is going to be a 5-6 ‘ water main going to the hydrant  like 

we have done in other developments we have done, same thing with the sewer lines.  It will be 

the responsibility of the owner for lines going into the homes and if there is an emergency with 

one of the lines in the middle of the night we will work with the village department of public 

works.  After lengthy discussions regarding issues from the meeting in May, Chairman Butler re-

opens the meeting to the public.  We have the same letters that we received at the last meeting 

to include here and if there is anyone here that would like to speak either for against the 

subdivision and variance, this is your time.  Please forward your comments to the board, not 

the applicant or owner. 

 

Joe Cichochi  I am located on Beech Street behind the commercial building.  I own property on 

both areas and if they put the water and sewer in will I have to pay for this.  Chairman Butler 

states that is a question for him to ask at a Village Board Meeting. 

 

Cheryl Healy My property is located on the backside of the subdivision property.  First I would 

like to state that my husband and I never received a notice from the owner or developer for a 

public hearing last month.  My husband read it in the Pennysaver.    There are two addresses 

this letter should have been sent to, including 1 Sycamore St. which we own.   With these 

buildings we are talking 2-3 bedrooms which mean families, not seniors.   I am not against the 

subdivision.  I am not against people having a nice home to live in.  What I suggest is maybe 



look at (4) duplex’s, how about (4) single family homes.  I just feel that because the property is 

zoned high residential, do we really have to put so many buildings on such a small amount of 

property.   

 

John Moyer   I live at 500 Main Street, right across the driveway that the Bovee family uses.  

The water and sewer is going to be coming west toward Main Street?  If we have any kind of 

rain as it is now it floods and comes over the sidewalks toward the homes.  We don’t have 

enough drainage as it is now to handle what we have.  I was upset as the rest of the neighbors; 

we feel we have been left in the dark.  We feel that we have no recourse, you have all ready 

decided on this project.  You are just throwing us a bone as it is right now.  We don’t have 

enough people to fill the two apartment buildings across the street as it is.  I just don’t feel it is 

a good thing, with all the school traffic, trucks and buses.  I just don’t agree with this. 

 

Martin Schmitt   I also live across the street on Main Street and have been there for (30) thirty 

years. I am so against this.  Let me just reiterate from the last meeting.  This project will cause 

nothing but problems now and in the future.  Has anyone read today’s Pennysaver?  Here is  

the annual report  from our Mayor- Dennis Morreale.    

 

Mr. Clute states that with speaking with Artie Lozier the village Highway Superintendent he 

states that with the past upgrades there should not be a problem with the added sewer and 

water. 

Mr. Clute shows the map again to Mr. Moyer and Mr. Schmitt what they mean by the water 

flowing to the west, it will be going into the catch basins.  We will be catching some of the 

water that now flows to Main Street so it should help with the flooding there. 

 

Steve Eddy  I own property on Poplar Street  off of Main Street, there is a major water problem 

as after you dig down in the ground around 2-3 ‘ you run into hard pan.  You can dump a bucket 

of water in that hole and it just sits there. Eventually this will overflow and pour onto Main 

Street and flooding the drains and backing up farther onto properties.  Mrs. Washburn is quite 

concerned with this as she borders the south side where the property was raised with fill after 

she put up a fence for privacy.  I have her letter here if you would like me to read it to you. 

 



 



 

Mr. Eddy reiterates that he feels the developers should place a fence around the property for 

privacy; it’s not the responsibility of the neighbors.  All they want is privacy.  My next concern 

is, where is there a common ground for the children to play?  We see nothing in the plans.  I 

believe in a major subdivision there has to be a common ground.  Also in regard to the 

commercial building, I understand that when the lease is up in (3) three years they will not be 

able to build another (4) plex until they get a new variance.  Mr. Rogers states that is correct. 

Parking, now when you go by Mrs. Bovees home at 6:00 a.m. there are two vehicles parked in 

front of the garage doors and 5-6 vehicles parked on Sycamore. They will not be able to park 

their correct. This is correct states Chairman Butler.   You said there will be no parking in the 

street, you just took more than 15’ of parking, and now where are they going to park?  

Chairman Butler also stated that in regard to the common ground I believe that has to be in a 

major subdivision, not a minor subdivision.  Chairman Butler made the public aware of the 

notifications in regard to the issue there was at the last meeting and this being the reason for 

extending the open public hearing.  Attorney Pozefsky stated that there were errors in the 

paper, they didn’t put the town name or time in the notice making the legal ad having to run a 

second time.  Also council requires all written notices be sent to anyone within a 500’ boundary 

and this must be certified receipt requested. It became clear that not all residents were sent 

notices.  We opened the hearing and left it opened for another public hearing so all notices 

could be sent out. 

 Attorney Pozefsky stated all residents are notified in the town portion of the 500’ rule. The 

applicant or owner must return the signed card from the back of the envelope. If they are not 

signed for the letter will be returned with the card on it and showing on the front of the 

envelope where the postal carrier tried to deliver at least (3) three times.  A new legal ad was 

placed in the legal news paper which is the Post Star and this one they included the town’s 

name and time of the meeting.  At this time as long as we have the copies showing the mailing 

even though we don’t have the hard copy it is valid. 

Chairman Butler asked Secretary Hamm where, does the actual list come from.  This comes 

from the New York State program we use in the Assessor’s office.  I am able to bring up a parcel 

and within the same program highlight any property within the 500’ rule that is in the code 

book. This gives me the name of the owner along with the address.  A person’s name will come 

up as many times as they have properties bordering within the 500’.   I request that the person 

requesting the subdivision only mail one certified receipt letter, no matter how many parcels 

they own. Chairman Butler asked if we got a signed copy back. I have not had time to check all 

the receipts as of yet but so far no, I will continue looking.  If they are not signed for the letter 

will be returned with the card on it and showing on the front of the envelope where the postal 



carrier tried to deliver at least (3) three times.  A new legal ad was placed in the legal news 

paper which is the Post Star and this one they included the town’s name and time of the 

meeting.  At this time as long as we have the copies showing the mailing even though we don’t 

have the hard copy it is valid.  Chairman Butler asked Attorney Pozefsky what our choices are if 

any.  Attorney Pozefsky state, we could have the applicant who mailed these to sign an affidavit 

saying they sent by certified mail the letters to the people on the 500’ list.  The other option 

may not be a popular one, would be to continue the public hearing and this gives the town a 

120 day from the opening of the public hearing, and see if the mailing comes back within the 60 

days that would be some proof. You could schedule another meeting in another (2) two weeks, 

the letter may be back by then.  Chairman Butler asked if there are any new comments.  Mr. 

Nicolaysen states he is a little confused with this project.  Is the vote in this matter, what is 

good for the applicant or what is good for the people in the community or based on what is 

allowed.  Chairman Butler stated that realistically, it is what is allowed with all our rules and 

regulations.  Thank you for sharing views and legal avenues.  Secretary Hamm, states to 

Chairman Butler that the card was found for Sharon Peacock.    Mr. Schmitt asked Chairman 

Butler if he may speak.  Please look at your code book 89-20 – (3) is this happening.   



 



 

Chairman Butler states at this point we need to close the public hearing.  A motion was made 

by Joan Beckwith and seconded by Philip Giordano. 

ROLL CALL VOTE   Louise Reed Y, Philip Giordano Y , Eric Butler Y , Althea Rivette Y Joan 

Beckwith Y, 

 

Chairman Butler opens the floor to all board members starting with the village.  Mr. Rogers and 

village planning board members discussed with town planning board members some of the 

comments and suggestions from the public.  Suggestion for a barrier is either 6’ evergreens or a 

solid fence, mostly behind the commercial fence.  We will go out there and inspect when 

building is being done.  Mr. Rogers stated he is ready to make a motion on the project to be 

approved with the town planning board for an evergreen privacy barrier.  Chairman Butler 

stated that his board is in agreement with the village as far as the evergreen barrier. 

 

Mr. Rogers made a motion to approve the villages’ site plan with the following conditions:  that 

the commercial use is discontinued at the end of the (3) three year lease. There will be no 

parking on the access road, no mailboxes will be permitted at the Main St. entrance, a privacy 

fence or evergreen barrier must be in place along the Northern end of the village, fire 

connection in compliance with the fire department, water and sewer must be approved by the 

village board, lighting on the access driveway, is there a second by Pete Morrele.  Second was 

made by  

 

All in Favor- Passed and Carried. 

Village Chairman turns the meeting back to Chairman Butler. 

 

Chairman Butler asked the board members if there is any reason they are not ready to vote. 

Attorney Pozefsky stated to Chairman Butler that we do have proof that Mrs. Peacock was sent 

a notice.  We have a green receipt. 



Chairman Butler states he feels the same conditions as the village planning board has in place 

with the addition of more lighting in the parking lots.  Mr. Clute agreed and will review with Mr. 

Hickok. 

 

A motion was made by Joan Beckwith in agreement with the same conditions on the site plan 

review as the village along with additional lighting in the parking lots, and was seconded by 

Philip Giordano.   

Roll Call Vote:    Louise Reed Y,  Philip Giordano Y,  Eric Butler Y,   Althea Rivette Y,  Joan 

Beckwith Y 

Passed and Carried 

 

Chairman Butler states we need a motion on the minor subdivision and the site plan review.   

Motion was made by Joan Beckwith and seconded by Philip Giordano. 

Roll Call Vote:  Louise Reed Y , Philip Giordano Y ,Eric Butler Y , Althea Rivette Y ,  Joan Beckwith 

Y . 

Passed and Carried 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by  Joan Beckwith and seconded by Philip Giordano 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Linda Hamm 

Secretary 

  

 

  

 

 



 

 

  


