March 10, 2005

The Town Board of the Town of Corinth held a regular meeting on March 10, 2005 at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall.


Present:  
Richard B. Lucia, Supervisor




Joan Beckwith, Councilwoman




Charles Brown, Councilman

John Major, Councilman

Rose E. Farr, Town Clerk

Shawn Eggleston, Deputy Highway Superintendent

Robert Hafner, Town Counsel



  
Fred Mann, Jr., Code Enforcement Officer

Excused

                Ill
   :
William Doherty, Councilman

Public Present:  David R. Woodcock, Edward Byrnes, Catherine Bailey, Linda Allen, Matt Rice, Lucia Pistoia, Orville Fuller, Russell Bower, Jr., Robin Ziegler, and Frank Springer.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT
PUBLIC HEARING

At 7:00 PM the Public Hearing was opened with the Town Clerk reading the Legal ad published in the Post Star on March 2, 2005.  Ben Syden of LaBarge Group told the public about what a CBDG Grant was and how the Town must apply for the grant by April 4, 2005.  He said the Town must conduct two public hearings.  The first one is to discuss the program and talk about what to apply for.  The second public hearing that is March 24, 2004 at 4:00 PM is to discuss the actual application.    Mr. Syden told the public that the Town of Corinth was successful in 2001 and 2003 in securing a CBDG Grant for $400,000.00 each year and still has a number of people who were accepted but did not get the help from the 2003 grant because the money ran out. Mr. Syden spoke about the different things that can be applied for under a CBDG grant.  Mr. Syden said the assistance under the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Program must meet one of three national objectives:  benefit to low and moderate-income persons; elimination of slums; and blight or urgent needs affecting the health and safety of the community.  Mr. Syden also told the public that no less than 
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seventy percent (70%) of the grant funds must be used for activities benefiting low and moderate income residents and the benefit area must contain at least fifty-one percent (51%) low and moderate income residents.

Mr. Syden stated that low to moderate income is considered as follows:

Family Size

Yearly Income




1 person
-
$35,000 and below



2 persons
-
$40,000.00



3 persons
-
$45,000.00

Mr. Syden told the public that the program must be completed within one (1) year.  

At 7:20 PM a motion was made by Councilman Major, seconded by Councilwoman Beckwith to close the public hearing.

RESOLUTION #128

BID OPENING FOR

1994 CHEVROLET ASTRO VAN

At 7:22PM the public hearing on bids for the 1994 Chevrolet Astro van was opened with the Town Clerk reading the legal ad published in the Post Star on March 2, 2005.  Town Clerk Farr opened the one bid that was received.  The bid was as follows:


Walter Ashline
-
$250.00

A motion was made by Councilman Brown, seconded by Councilman Major, and the following resolution was

ADOPTED

Ayes
4
Lucia, Beckwith, Brown and Major




Nays
0

RESOLVED that the bid for the purchase of the 1994 Chevrolet Astro Van be awarded to Walter Ashline for the sum of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00).
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RESOLUTION #129

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilwoman Beckwith, seconded by Councilman Brown, and the following resolution was

ADOPTED

Ayes
4
Lucia, Beckwith, Brown and Major




Nays
0

Resolved that the minutes for February 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th, 2005 be approved.

RESOLUTION #130

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS

A motion was made by Councilman Major, seconded by Councilwoman Beckwith, and the following resolution was

ADOPTED

Ayes  4
Lucia, Beckwith, Brown and Major




Nays  0

Resolved that the abstracts of February 3rd and 24th be approved as follows:

February 3, 2005



February 24, 2005

A
-
$17,087.59



A   -
$85,809.64

B
-
$18,536.02



B   -
$  9,446.33

DA
-
$  6,906.39



DA -
$68,985.67

DB
-
$       18.57



DB -
$11,692.31

TA
-
$     625.70



TA -
$20,454.59

SL
-
$     511.34



 SF - $123.900.00






Scenic Train







Fund
      -
$17,932.49

SENIOR CITIZENS VAN

Supervisor Lucia told the Town Board that the Town of Corinth has been given a grant from Saratoga County for Sixteen Thousand Dollars ($16,000.00) towards the purchase of a new Senior Citizens 
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Van.  Supervisor Lucia told the board that he had not figured it in this year’s budget for a new Senior Van because we were not up for the grant from the County until next year.  However the Town that was up for the grant this year gave it up so the County gave it to the Town of Corinth.  Supervisor Lucia said Senior Citizens Director Laurie Crossman and Highway Superintendent Harry Plummer have been looking and have found a suburban with four-wheel drive on state contract for a total of Twenty-Nine Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty-Nine Dollars ($29,889.00). The suggestion is to lease the suburban with the Sixteen Thousand Dollars ($16,000.00) grant being put toward the lease, selling the current Senior Citizens van for between Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000.00) and Eight Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($8,500.00) and paying the purchase price off next year.  A motion was made by Councilman Brown and seconded by Councilman Major to open the floor to discussion.  Attorney Hafner reminded the board that if a transaction like this was done certain procedures must be followed. Attorney Hafner said no bidding must be completed if the Town purchases under state contract.  The board stated as follows:


Cost of purchasing a Suburban for the Senior Citizens under state contract will be approximately Thirty-One Thousand Dollars ($3l,000.00) including an extra amount for financing to take advantage of the lease program.


Said purchase will be made under state contract.

Said purchase will be financed as follows:


Sixteen Thousand Dollars ($16,000.00) from a grant from Saratoga County



Approximately Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000.00) from the sale of the present Senior Citizens Van



Finance Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000.00)  
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The Town will have to pay approximately One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) if the lease is paid off early.   


The town does not have the money in the current 2005 budget and if the purchase is not made in 2005 the Town of Corinth would lose the Sixteen Thousand Dollar ($16,000.00) grant from the County of Saratoga.


Said purchase may be financed as an installment purchase or lease purchase.

RESOLUTION #131

PURCHASE OF SUBURBAN FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

A motion was made by Councilman Major, seconded by Councilwoman Beckwith, and the following resolution was

ADOPTED

Ayes  4
Lucia, Beckwith, Brown and Major




Nays  0

RESOLVED that it is in the best interests of the political subdivision to finance the purchase of the Suburban for the Senior Citizens pursuant to the Local Finance Law since if the purchase is not made the Town will lose the Sixteen Thousand Dollars ($16,000.00) from the County of Saratoga, and be it further

RESOLVED that the Town purchase the Suburban under state contract for the Senior Citizens Center under state contract, using the Sixteen Thousand Dollars ($16,000.00) grant from the County of Saratoga toward the purchase price with the remaining balance to be leased under an installment purchase/lease agreement in accordance with terms approve by the Town Supervisor, and be it further

RESOLVED that upon the new Suburban being delivered to the Town the 2000 van currently used by the Senior Citizens Center be sold with 
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the proceeds to be applied to the lease of the new suburban and the balance being paid off in the year 2006.

SUPERVISOR 
Supervisor Lucia stated that the following are on file in his office


County Youth Bureau Funding Applications and Contracts


Saratoga County EMS Council Report


Senior Sentinel for March

RESOLUTION #132

CONTRACT WITH GRASSHOPPER GARDENS INC.

A motion was made by Councilman Brown, seconded by Councilwoman Beckwith, and the following resolution was

ADOPTED

Ayes  4
Lucia, Beckwith, Brown and Major




Nays  0

RESOLVED that the Town of Corinth enter into a contract with Grasshopper Gardens, Inc. for all areas of turf grass and landscape arrangements at the Town Highway Garage, and be it further

RESOLVED that Supervisor Lucia be authorized sign any and all documents necessary for said contract in the sum of Six Hundred Forty-Eight Dollars ($648.00).

SUPERVISOR (continued)
Supervisor Lucia stated that the following are on file in his office


Mortgage Tax for February - $11,425.00


Village Board Minutes for February 9th, 16th, and March 2nd

Notice from Greenfield ZBA – April 5th at 7:25 PM for

 property on Lincoln Mountain Road
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RESOLUTION #133

CONCERNING TAX DOLLARS

Supervisor Lucia told the Town Board that he received a proposed resolution from the Association of Towns regarding resident’s tax dollars.  A motion was made by Councilman Brown, seconded by Councilman Major, and the following resolution was

ADOPTED

Ayes  4
Lucia, Beckwith, Brown and Major




Nays  0

RESOLVED that the Town of Corinth by action of the Town of Corinth Town Board, adopted at its meeting on March 10, 2005, it was

RESOLVED that the following recommendations be submitted to New York State Senators Hugh T. Farley and Joseph Bruno, New York Assembly Representatives Theresa Sayward and Sheldon Silver, and Governor George Pataki, with a letter on behalf of the citizens of the Town of Corinth urging their immediate attention.


WHEREAS the residents of the Town of Corinth have collectively considered the local issues of greatest concern to them and identified high property taxes as one of the highest priority among them; and


WHEREAS funding for local governmental services, including public education, is provided primarily through a tax on the estimated value of property; and 


WHEREAS the welfare of Town of Corinth homeowners is jeopardized by the rapid increase in the costs of public education and the inability of many homeowners to pay these increased costs; and


WHEREAS the increasing burden of public education on taxpayers also impacts on the ability to raise other taxes to provide 
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services and to fund Town-specific and local initiatives important to the well-being of the community.

THEREFORE the Town Board of the Town of Corinth appeals to New York State public officials to implement new measures for financing public education, including the following suggested actions:

1. Ensure equity in a formula for funding public education based on the taxpayers’ ability to pay.

2. Decrease the revenue raised from tax sources based on the value of dwellings.

3. Refrain from imposing stated mandated requirements upon school systems without corresponding state funding.

4. Adjust the formulas on revenues earmarked as aid to education from state lottery and other future gaming activities so that the annual percentage is substantially increased from current levels.

5. Maintain the enhanced STAR exemption for the town’s neediest citizens, but also increase the STAR exemption for senior citizens specifically at all income levels.

6. Regain lost tax revenue from the above actions through income tax.

SUPERVISOR (continued)
Supervisor Lucia stated that the following are on file in his office:


Rural Features for March


Council of Arts Classes Spring 2005


Adelphia Chapter 11 Notice


Veterans Corner


Deceased Veterans Program for March – James Ide – US

 Navy–Town of Edinburg – March 11th at 1:30 PM
at County
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HUD Audit


FERC Notice – Extension of Time Erie Boulevard Hydroelectric


SEDC update


2005 Annual Report of Saratoga County Advisory Youth Board 


Saratoga County Planning Board Letter – Jerry LaBarr


Saratoga Council of arts Newsletter


2004 Community Preservation Corp. Annual Report


Central Office Report – Family Self Sufficiency Program


March School Newsletter


Zoning School – Albany – 4/28/05


Saratoga County Chamber of Commerce Monthly report

The following reports are on file in the Supervisor’s Office:

Highway 

Senior Citizens 

Justices

Town Clerk

Tax Collector



Building

Planning

Zoning

Animal Control 

Fire Department

Assessors

Supervisor’s Financial Report

RESOLUTION #134

SUPERVISOR’S MONTHLY REPORT

On motion of Councilwoman Beckwith, and seconded by Councilman Major, the following resolution 

ADOPTED
Ayes  4

Lucia, Beckwith, Brown and Major



Nays  0
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RESOLVED that the Supervisor’s the monthly report for February, 2005 is approved as submitted.

TOWN BOARD

Councilman Major said he wanted to tell the Highway Department that he felt they were doing a real good job keeping the roads up this year.  He also commented on the good job being done by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Code Enforcement Officer Fred Mann told the Town Board that in another week he would be going to have his second knee operated on and Douglas Smead would be taking his place.

PUBLIC

David Woodcock stated that he spoke on behalf of the American Legion and they appreciated everything the Town has done for the legion.  

With no further business, on a motion of Councilwoman Beckwith, seconded by Councilman Brown, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM. Carried unanimously.







Respectfully submitted, 






Rose E. Farr, RMC






Town Clerk

