NOVEMBER 17, 2005

The Town Board of the Town of Corinth held a regular meeting on November 17, 2005 at 4:00 PM at the Town Hall.

Present:  
Richard B. Lucia, Supervisor



Joan Beckwith, Councilwoman

John Major, Councilman

Charles Brown, Councilman

Dan Mills, Councilman

Rose E. Farr, Town Clerk

Fred Mann, Jr., Code Enforcement Office

Excused: Harry Plummer, Highway Superintendent


Public:  Betty Bovee

     After Roll Call by the Town Clerk and the Pledge of Allegiance the

         following business was transacted:


IMAGE COMMITTEE

Betty Bovee, Chairperson for the Corinth Image Committee told the Board about the upcoming events the Image Committee is conducting.  December 3rd will be Hometown Christmas with a parade, Santa, live nativity scene (located at the Mobil station), horse and wagon rides, hay rides, carolers and musicians strolling around the village, stores staying open late and fireworks to be held at 8:15 PM.  Rain date will be December 4th. Betty told the board that the churches are really getting involved in this year.

December 10th the Image Committee will have Santa at the school with crafts, stocking for the children and refreshments. 

Betty thanked the Town Board for all their support over the past few years. Betty asked if there was a way the Image Committee could be linked to the Town website or be on the Town website.  Supervisor Lucia instructed the Town Clerk to contact Steve Smead and ask that he talk with Betty to see what could be done.
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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

Supervisor Lucia told the board that the Town is going to honor our soldiers serving in Iraq and Afghanistan and also honor the Vietnam Veterans who did not previously receive their medals at the ceremony in Saratoga Springs.  The tribute will be held on December 4th at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall.  More information will become available in the next two weeks.

SARATOGA COUNTY FLU SHOTS

Supervisor Lucia reminded the board that the flue shot clinic for Hadley, Day, Edinburg and Corinth will be held December 5th in Hadley.

RAILROAD

Supervisor Lucia told the Town Board that the status of the railroad is that we are in a fourteen (14) day escrow period right now.  He also told the Town Board that the Corinth IDA had a meeting  November 16th and decided to loan money needed for closing costs, etc. to the Town until the Town received the grant money.  


RESOLUTION #270

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CERTAIN GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE TOWN OF CORINTH IDA IN CONNECTION WITH THE PURCHASE OF THE ADIRONDACK LINE.

A motion made by Councilwoman Beckwith and seconded by Councilman Brown the following resolution was


ADOPTED
Ayes 5   Lucia, Beckwith, Brown, Major and Mills




Nays 0

WHEREAS, with respect to the acquisition of a portion of a railroad commonly known and referred to as the Adirondack Branch Line (aka the “Line”), which was authorized by a previous resolutions, the Town entered into a MASTER FEDERAL/LOCAL AID AGREEMENT with the New York State Department of Transportation (“DOT”) to advance the first phase of funding in the amount of $115,000 intended to cover the Town’s preliminary engineering, right of way incidentals, and other costs associated with the Project (the “DOT 
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First Phase Agreement”).  The DOT First Phase Agreement provides that the Town must pay all costs in the first instance for which it will be reimbursed by DOT for 80% thereof (i.e., $96,000.00) following submission to DOT of paid invoices or other evidence of eligible costs incurred;  

WHEREAS, the Town requested and the IDA granted financial assistance in the amount of $115,000 from the IDA in order to help it offset the expense of funding, up front, the activities associated with the grant monies described in the previous paragraph; 

WHEREAS, recently, the Town entered into a SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT Schedule Nos. A-1/ B-1 MASTER AGREEMENT (Comptroller’s Contract No. D022012) with DOT for the advance of additional funding in the amount of $159,700 intended to cover additional expenses incurred during the preliminary engineering and right of way incidentals phases of the Project (the “DOT Supplemental Agreement A-1/B-1”).  Once again, the Town must pay all costs in the first instance for which it will be reimbursed by DOT for 80% thereof (i.e., $127,760.00) following submission to DOT of paid invoices or other evidence of eligible costs incurred;

WHEREAS, the Town requested and the IDA approved financial assistance in the amount of $159,700 from the IDA in order to help it offset the expense of funding, up front, the activities associated with the grant monies described in the previous paragraph; 

WHEREAS, more recently, the Town entered into another SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT Schedule Nos. A-1/ B-1 MASTER AGREEMENT (Comptroller’s Contract No. ____________) with DOT for the advance of additional funding in the amount of $282,425 intended to cover additional expenses incurred during the preliminary engineering and right of way incidentals phases of the Project (the “Second DOT Supplemental Agreement A-1/B-1”).  Once again, the Town must pay all costs in the first instance for which it will be reimbursed by DOT for 80% thereof (i.e., $225,940.00) following submission to DOT of paid invoices or other evidence of eligible costs incurred;


WHEREAS, the Town has requested financial assistance in the amount of $54,940 from the IDA in order to help it offset the expense of funding, up front, the activities associated with the grant monies described in the previous paragraph;
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WHEREAS, the Town has requested further financial assistance in the amount of $50,000 from the IDA in order to assist the Town with cash flow in connection with the activities associated with the grant monies described herein;

WHEREAS, the IDA has agreed to grant the Town $54,940 with the understanding that the Town will repay $6,120 of the grant if and when the Town receives reimbursement from DOT.  However, if, at any time, the Town elects not to proceed with the Project for such reasons as inability to obtain sufficient funds to pursue the Project, inability to secure a qualified operator to oversee its development, and/or inability to obtain all necessary governmental approvals for the Project, the IDA will waive the Town’s obligation to repay any of the grant;

WHEREAS, the IDA has further agreed to grant the Town $50,000 with the understanding that the Town will repay the $50,000 grant if and when the Town receives reimbursement from DOT.  However, if, at any time, the Town elects not to proceed with the Project for such reasons as inability to obtain sufficient funds to pursue the Project, inability to secure a qualified operator to oversee its development, and/or inability to obtain all necessary governmental approvals for the Project, the IDA will waive the Town’s obligation to repay any of the grant.


NOW, THEREFORE, the Town Board does hereby authorize the Town Supervisor to execute, acknowledge and deliver a Grant Agreement in form and substance as described herein to the IDA on behalf of the Town.

Councilwoman Beckwith asked about securing an operator.  Supervisor Lucia told her that we now have to meet with Warren County after January 1, 2006 to discuss securing an operator, etc.

Supervisor Lucia said C.P. Rail will be doing upgrades to the rail and maintenance for one year.  Supervisor Lucia said that we hope to have the train in operation by next fall.

SENIOR VAN

Supervisor Lucia said that since the Town is discussing trading the Sr. Van for the Youth Van he had contact New York State Department of Motor Vehicles to discuss the fact that the Sr. Van is a fifteen (15)-passenger van.  Supervisor Lucia said they had thought perhaps of one sear was removed then the van would only the a twelve (12) passenger van and no CDL would be required.  However New York State 
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Department of Vehicles told Supervisor Lucia that a van that holds eight (8) to fourteen (14) passengers requires a CDL.  New York State Department of Motor Vehicles says the operator is required to take a written test only.  Supervisor Lucia will discuss this matter with Mrs. Carney and see what can be done.

TOWN BOARD

Councilman Major wanted to remind the Town Board of the Open House for the new Firehouse on Saturday, November 19th at 10:00 AM.  

Councilman Major gave Supervisor Lucia a communication that he received at BOCES regarding a job opening on the 3 to 11 shift for a millwright for the Hollingsworth Vose mill in Greenwich.  Councilman Major said that this was a full time position and the people he works with are still in school.  Councilman Major thought that perhaps Supervisor Lucia would know of someone that is still laid off from the mill that would want this job.

Councilman Major told the board that he wanted to commend the board and Supervisor Lucia for the work done on the 2006 Budget.  Councilman Major said he knew that everyone work hard to secure the budget as passed.

CODE ENFORCEMENT

Code Enforcement Officer Fred Mann showed the Board photos of property next to Mr. Cummings’ property on Solar Drive.  Code Enforcement Officer Mann said that Mr. Cummings was in last year regarding a woodshed that his neighbor had on his property and the snow would fall off the roof onto Mr. Cummings’ property.  Code Enforcement Office Mann told the board that the neighbor had removed the roof and all that was left were four poles and a tarp over that with wood stored under it.  Code Enforcement Officer Mann said that if the structure was permanent it would have to be located at least ten (10) feet from the property line.  However, Code Enforcement Officer Mann thought the building seemed to be a temporary 
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structure.  Code Enforcement Officer Mann said he would continue to work with the two neighbors and hopefully reach an amiable conclusion.

SUPERVISOR

Supervisor Lucia told the Town Board that some of the members of the Zoning Board attended training in New York City recently.  Supervisor Lucia told the Town Board that he had presented certificates to those members to acknowledge their continuing education.

RESOLUTION #271

AUDIT OF CLAIMS

On motion of Councilman Major and seconded by Councilwoman Beckwith, the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes  5  Lucia, Beckwith, Brown, Major and Mills



Nays  0

Resolved that the bills be paid as audited, with any exceptions in the following:

A
-
#20051633-1664, 1674-1675, 1680, 1683-1695, 

                    1697-1710, 1715, 1716








$70,303.95

B
-
#20051662-1670, 1676, 1681, 1696, 1711








$  6,102.40

DA
-
#20051671-1673, 1682, 1712








$10,446.43

TA
-
#20051677-1779, 1713, 1714








$  1,705.34

Scenic 

Train
-
#144








#  4,822.30
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RESOLUTION #273

BILL PAYING 

On motion of Councilman Brown, and seconded by Councilman Major, the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes  5
Lucia, Beckwith, Brown, Major and Mills



Nays  0

RESOLVED that this Board adjourns to bill paying meeting.


RESOLUTION #273

EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 4:40 PM a motion was made by Councilwoman Beckwith and seconded by Councilman Mills to go into Executive Session on litigation with no decisions to be made.

ADOPTED
Ayes  5
Lucia, Beckwith, Brown, Major and Mills



Nays  0

Respectfully submitted,

                                                   Rose E. Farr, RMC



                                                                                                                                                                       






Town Clerk

