DECEMBER 22, 2005

The Town Board of the Town of Corinth held a regular meeting on December 22, 2005 at 4:00 PM at the Town Hall.

Present:  
Richard B. Lucia, Supervisor



Joan Beckwith, Councilwoman

John Major, Councilman

Charles Brown, Councilman

Dan Mills, Councilman

Rose E. Farr, Town Clerk

Robert Hafner, Attorney

Fred Mann, Jr., Code Enforcement Office

Excused: Harry Plummer, Highway Superintendent

Public:  Douglas Smead, Linda Hamm. Joan Smead, Dr. Robert Forte, Stanley Goldberg, Keith Powell, Charles Fiegl, Scott Hunt, Sarah Ford, Walter Thomas, Barbara Reed, Mike Graska, Darci Cox, Jeffrey Sumner, George Melville, Mary Williams, Dave Williams, Judy Humphrey-Fox, Tim Humphrey-Fox, Verna Sandwick, Richard Smith, Claudia Norko, Ed Byrnes, Barbara Weatherwax, Carroll Ogden, Ginny Ogden, Charles Weatherwax, Ralph Decristofaro, Kenny Watkins, Kerry Watkins, Jack Abbott, Tim Sullivan, Ashley Wood, Robert Adie, Robert Miller, Louie Meisereau, Cathe Meisereau, Jay Emery, Lewis Pixley, Dennis Livsey, Kathy Lynn, Sigrid Koch, Ralph Petruzzo, Byron Harrison, Clifford Millis, Fred Millis, Nancy Hansen, Harry Hansen, Rick Barber, Sheila Pitkin, Kevin Cleveland, Kathy Cleveland, Wayne Cleveland, Kendra Schiever, Joyce Covell, Lois Burt, Stephen Burt, Bruce Baker, Renee Baker, Tim Hanchett, Joan Hanchett, Gary Hanchett, Claude Jean, Jane Sandwick, Leigh Hornbeck, Betty Bovee, Jeffrey Fedor, Leif Sandwick, Lynn Dishon, G. Philip Baugh, Mary Baugh, William Swinburne, Gail Swinburne, Willard Flansburg, Todd Morrow, Robert Eggleston, Bruce Lemelin, Louise Kirkpatrick, Rose Bovee, Marie Bovee, Ted Jordan, Diana Jordan, Roger Sitts, Robert Kelley, Eleanor Kelley, Joyce Day, Frances Fate, Jeff Sandwick, Mitchell Saunders, Mark Montayne, and Ray Bush.
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Attorney Robert Hafner told the public that the Town Board had reviewed the memorandum submit to them by the attorney’s office and have asked that the attorney prepare a resolution regarding a moratorium on waste disposal facilities in the Town of Corinth.  Attorney Hafner suggests that the Town get the town engineers involved and perhaps revise the current Zoning Laws.   Attorney Hafner told the Town Board that a copy of the proposed Local Law must be sent to Saratoga County Planning Board for their recommendation and the Town Board cannot act until the Saratoga County Planning Board has given their recommendations. 

RESOLUTION #287

RESOLUTION SCHEDULING PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW ESTABLISHING MORATORIUM ON WASTE DISPOSAL FACILITIES AND PROVIDING FOR REFERRAL TO THE COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

A motion made by Councilman Major and seconded by Councilman Brown the following resolution was


ADOPTED
Ayes 5   Lucia, Beckwith, Brown, Major and Mills




Nays 0


WHEREAS, the Town has significant concerns regarding the potential of all types of waste disposal facilities and believes that a moratorium is necessary in order to allow the Town Board time to investigate the relevant issues and adopt a Local Law regulating waste disposal facilities consistent with the development objectives of the Town;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 


RESOLVED, that the Town Board shall meet on January 12, 2006 at 7:05 PM to hold a public hearing to hear all people who are interested in the proposed Local Law establishing a moratorium on waste disposal facilities.  The Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish a Notice of Public Hearing in the Glens Falls Post Star not less than ten (10) days before the public hearing; and be it
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FURTHER RESOLVED, that no review of the proposed moratorium under the State Environmental Quality Review Act is required as adoption of a moratorium on land development is a

         Type II action under 6 NYCRR 617.5©(30); and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized and directed to forward a copy of the proposed Local Law to the Saratoga County Planning Board for its recommendation pursuant to General Municipal Law Section 239 (m); and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

PUBLIC COMMENT

G. Philip Baugh asked about the moratorium and if it could ban all waste not produced on the property.  Attorney Hafner told Mr. Baugh that we could not ban all garbage because it would be unconstitutional and against the Commerce Clause.  Attorney Hafner said through possibly stricter zoning waste disposal could be regulated.

RALPH PETRUZZO

Ralph Petruzzo spoke about the project he has pending with DEC.  Mr. Petruzzo told the public that he has the following Open House Meetings set up where he and other representatives of Bedminster Saratoga LLC will be present to give information about the project and answer questions.  The Open Houses are as follows:  Thursday, December 29, 2005 - 6PM to 8PM; Saturday, December 31, 2005 – 10PM to 1PM; Monday, January 2, 2006 – 2PM to 4PM; and Saturday, January 7, 2006 – 10AM to 1PM.  All Open Meetings are to be held at the Corinth Town Hall.  Mr. Petruzzo left flyers regarding the Open Houses with telephone numbers, fax numbers and email addresses where he can be reached.  G. Philip Baugh asked Mr. Petruzzo when he first spoke to Mr. Lucia about the project.  Mr. Petruzzo said he didn’t know the exact date but it was sometime this year.
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MIKE GRASKA

Mike Graska spoke above negative experiences of Bedminster in Marlboro, Massachusetts and Kobb County, Georgia. Some places Bedminster contracts were revoked.  Mr. Graska told of deaths resulting from toxins and the complaints of smells, etc.

BARBARA WEATHERWAX

Barbara Weatherwax gave the board a packet of articles and letters of concern from some people.  Mrs. Weatherwax asked if there was anyway Mr. Petruzzo could just slip his project through.  Attorney Hafner told her that if the moratorium is in place the Town could not issue any building permit, application or review standards, conduct a public hearing or rendering of a final decision of any approval which would in any way authorize the installation, construction or use of a waste disposal; facility in Corinth.  Mrs. Weatherwax asked about the possibility of Mr. Petruzzo starting his project in his existing building.  Mr. Petruzzo told Mrs. Weatherwax that his comprehensive plan calls for a 94,000 square foot building.  Attorney Hafner told the public that this would have to come before the board for a change of use permit.  Mrs. Weatherwax stated that the applicant on this project is Bedminster not Ralph Petruzzo.  Mr. Petruzzo is providing the site and Bedminster is providing the equipment.  Mrs. Weatherwax stated that some of the concerns she has are:  residential wells, odors, seepage, noise, traffic and emissions, solid and liquid waste spills, accidents with trucks (whether they are sealed or not).   Mrs. Weatherwax asked about whether the Open Houses were going be in place of the Public Informational Meeting and Supervisor Lucia told her that Mr. Petruzzo told him that the Public Informational Meeting would be scheduled at a later date.

MARK MONTANYE

Mark Montanye told the public he recently moved to Corinth with his wife and two daughters, and he wanted to commend the Town Board and their counsel for the action taken.  He said he understands that the town cannot outright ban waste disposal due to the Commerce Law but through strict zoning it can be done. He said the citizens in 
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MARK MONTAYNE (CONTINUED)

Corinth must watch out for Corinth because we are dealing with the State of New York. 

RENEE BAKER

Renee Baker said she was against trash and was going to do everything to protect the citizens of Corinth.

TODD MORROW

Todd Morrow told the public that he was a new attorney in the area and represented clients who would be affected if these projects were allowed in Corinth.  Mr. Morrow said he represents an investor that is considering bring urgent care into the area.  The investor has told Mr.  

Morrow that if these projects go through they will not consider investing in Corinth.  Mr. Morrow also represents a snowmobile group will also be adversely effected if this project goes through.  Mr. Morrow said the farmers’ rights will be effected.  Mr. Morrow said he believes Mr. Petruzzo is both a private and public nuisance under Section 71-3 of the Town Code (Operation of Dumps).

G. PHILIP BAUGH

Mr. Baugh again asked Supervisor Lucia when he first learned about Mr. Petruzzo’s project.  Supervisor Lucia told Mr. Baugh that he was not sure of the exact date.

SCOTT HUNT

Scott Hunt said he is the owner of Rustic Barn Campground.  Said he invested much money is the campground and he and his wife are planning to sell their home in Saratoga Springs and invest all they have in the campground.  Mr. Hunt said that if the Town does not write stricter zoning laws to prohibit the waste disposal he and his wife cannot invest their entire savings in their property in Corinth.
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LOUISE KIRKPATRICK

Louise Kirkpatrick told the board that she had reviewed the Zoning Map for Corinth and found that the Petruzzo property is non-conforming use for that area.  Ms. Kirkpatrick stated that there are numerous homes and the YMCA on Gabriel Road and numerous homes Fuller Road all with wells that could be contaminated by this project.  Ms. Kirkpatrick stated that she believes Mr. Petruzzo is in 

Violation of Article 5 Section E of the Town Dumping Law.

JEFF SANDWICK

Jeff Sandwick told the Town Board that the Town Board needs to give the Code Enforcement Officer power to investigate the violations now standing. Mr. Sandwick stated that he knows the public would not be upset if their taxes increased to pay for legal fees involved in stopping this waste disposal.

GINNY OGDEN

Ginny Ogden said she thought the board was dragging its feet and if these poisons were allowed to come into the community and the toxins seriously affected someone the board would have to live with that on their conscience.

TIM HANCHETT

Tim Hanchett suggested that the Town arrange to have the Town meeting in a bigger place at least until these matters are settled.

JEFF SANDWICK

Jeff Sandwick spoke about Empire Zone and International Paper Company property as well as the Indeck Property.  Jeff said we were promised natural gas and didn’t get it.  Supervisor Lucia told the public that SEDC controls where the Empire Zone property is.

WILLIAM SWINBURNE

William Swinburne told the board that at the Village meeting the people had to beg for the moratorium.  Mr. Swinburne told the board that they should not take it lightly.
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TIM HUMPHREY-FOX

Tim Humphrey-Fox said he was born in Brooklyn and moved to Corinth a short time ago.  He said he was glad that the Town is going to place a moratorium or at lease have a public hearing on the moratorium.  He said he hope the Town and Village would work together on this matter.  Attorney Hafner told the public that he had discussed this matter with Attorney Avigdor and told him that if the Town Board passed anything tonight he would email it to Attorney Avigdor tomorrow. Attorney Hafner expected that the Village Board would consider something similar.  

JEFF FEDOR

Jeff Fedor told the Town Board that he was glad that they had scheduled a public hearing on the moratorium.  He asked questions on the variance process and was told that any variance would have to go before the Town Board and must be published in the official town newspaper at least five (5) days before the hearing on the variance.

Mr. Fedor also suggested having the meetings in either the new Fire House or the school.  Mr. Fedor asked if this was going to be handled through a new committee or through the present Zoning Board of Appeals.  Supervisor Lucia said the Town Board was the committee and they work with LA Group.

RESOLUTION #288

AMEND RESOLUTION #287 REGARDING PLACE

The Town Board discussed at length having the public hearing at a larger place.  A motion made by Councilwoman Beckwith and seconded by Councilman Brown the following resolution was


ADOPTED
Ayes 5   Lucia, Beckwith, Brown, Major and Mills




Nays 0

RESOLVED, that Resolution #287 is amended to read as follows:

RESOLVED, that the Town Board shall meet on January 10, 2006 at 7:05 PM in the Corinth Central High School Auditorium to 
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hold a public hearing to hear all people who are interested in the proposed Local Law establishing a moratorium on waste disposal facilities.  The Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish a Notice of Public Hearing in the Glens Falls Post Star not less than ten (10) days before the public hearing; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that no review of the proposed moratorium under the State Environmental Quality Review Act is required as adoption of a moratorium on land development is a

         Type II action under 6 NYCRR 617.5©(30); and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized and directed to forward a copy of the proposed Local Law to the Saratoga County Planning Board for its recommendation pursuant to General Municipal Law Section 239 (m); and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

RALPH DECRISTOFARO

Ralph Decristofaro asked the Town Board to put something on the books so that the Town does not have to go through this again.

GEORGE MELVILLE

George Melville told the board that his property borders Ralph Petruzzo’s property and there has been no containment.  Mr. Melville said there are pools of toxic goo.  Mr. Melville said he knew International Paper Company had to build a landfill for the sludge from the mill.  Mr. Petruzzo has International Paper Company sludge just sitting in piles on his property.  Councilman Major asked Mr. Melville if he had reported this to the Building Department.  Mr. Melville he had not but he had contacted DEC.  Mr. Melville asked if Mr. Petruzzo can not operating his composting operation correctly how can they expect his to run a project of this size correctly. 
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SHEILA PITKIN

Sheila Pitkin told the board that people in Corinth are good people and they help one another.  She commented on why the Public Health Officer was never contacted regarding these matters.  She said her husband is the Public Health Officer and he doesn’t believe there is anything positive in either of these projects.

SARAH ALBERT
Ms. Albert lives in Greenfield but her children go to Corinth School.  She asked if the Petruzzo project could go through before the moratorium and the board told her no.  She said she was concerned about contamination of the wells around the project site.

CLAUDE JEAN

Claude Jean told the board that he thought they had a lot to think about and wish them a Merry Christmas.

SALES TAX

Supervisor Lucia told the public that the Town received $49,862.00 in Sales Tax for November 2005.

RESIGNATION

Supervisor Lucia read the resignation of Edward Byrnes, Sr. from the Zoning Board of Appeals.  

TROY & BANKS

Supervisor Lucia told the public that Troy & Banks has found an error in the Sales Tax that was charged to the Town of Corinth.  This error resulted in a refund of  $615.30 to the Town of Corinth.

TOWN BOARD

Councilman Major stated that since Highway Superintendent Plummer was not present he had nothing to say.

Councilman Brown asked about the driveways that are coming out on Route 9N from Locust Ridge.  After a discussion it was decided that 
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TOWN BOARD (CONTINUED)

Code Enforcement Officer Mann contact the State of New York Department of Transportation to have them deal with the unsafe conditions these driveways have made.

Councilman Brown asked about the snowmobiles on the railroad tracks.  Supervisor Lucia stated that he had just received a press release that was going to be issued and he hoped that would take care of the snowmobiles.

Councilman Brown told the board that the old generator that the firemen had is being given to the Police Department and the generator that the Police Department has is going to the DPW.

Councilwoman Beckwith told the board that since the Village is using the Fire House as their meeting hall she would request that the money the Town put into the Fire House be returned to the Town since it is not legal for the Town to put money into something used for a Village Hall.

Councilwoman Beckwith thanked the people of Corinth and the Town Board for the number of years she had served and the cooperation she has received over these years.

Supervisor Lucia presented Councilwoman Beckwith with a plaque for over twenty (20) years service given to the Town of Corinth.

Supervisor Lucia thanked Councilman Mills for the time and effort he has put in over the last year.

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

Code Enforcement Officer Mann told the Town Board that he would be checking on the Petruzzo property with George Melville regarding the complaint of pools of toxic goo.
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SIGRID KOCH

Sigrid Koch told the Town Board that she wished that this many people attended every board meeting.

RESOLUTION #289

AUDIT OF CLAIMS

On motion of Councilman Major and seconded by Councilwoman Beckwith, the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes  5  Lucia, Beckwith, Brown, Major and Mills



Nays  0

Resolved that the bills be paid as audited, with any exceptions in the following:

A
-
#20051792-1797, 1807-1809, 1811-1818, 1826, 

1831-1832, 1836-1847, 1852-1856, 1859-1870, 1873, 

1875-1877, 1882-1883, 1885, 1887, 1889-1892, 

1894-1897, 1899-1901, 1912-1916, 1918, 1920






$89,675.65


B
-
#20051806, 1819-1820, 1825, 1827, 1834, 1848, 

1850-51, 1857-1858, 1871-1872, 1886, 1893, 1910-1911, 

1919






$15,626.60


DA
-
#20051798-1805, 1821-1824, 1828, 1833, 1874-1881,




1884, 1888









$24,108.41


DB
-
#20051849, 1898, 1917









$12, 747.56
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SW
-
P#20051921-1923









$ 3,904.25


TA
-
#20051829-1830, 1835, 1902









$ 2,204.93

RESOLUTION #290

BILL PAYING 

On motion of Councilman Brown, and seconded by Councilwoman Beckwith, the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes  5
Lucia, Beckwith, Brown, Major and Mills



Nays  0

RESOLVED that this Board adjourns to bill paying meeting.

With no further business, on a motion of Councilwoman Beckwith and seconded by Councilman Mills, the meeting adjourned at 6:10 pm. Carried unanimously.







Respectfully submitted, 







Rose E. Farr







Town Clerk
