JANUARY 10, 2006

A Public Hearing on A Proposed Local Law Establishing A Moratorium on Waste Disposal Facilities in the Town Corinth on January 10, 2006 at 7:00PM in the Corinth Central High School Auditorium.

Present:
Richard Lucia, Supervisor



Charles Brown, Councilman

John Major, Councilman



Edward Byrnes, Councilman



Mitchell Saunders, Councilman

Rose E. Farr, Town Clerk



Cheri Sullivan, Deputy Town Clerk



Robert Hafner, Town Counsel

Public:  Sheila Pitkin, George Melville, Jackie Burnham, Rose Bovee, Marie Bovee, Louise Reed, Mark Knapp, Cathy Cleveland, Wayne Cleveland, Willard Flansburg, Mark Montayne, Carol Lucia, Brian Lucia, Roger Sitts, Joyce Day, Linda Kloss, Charles W. Kloss, Norman Carter, Julie Carter, Sarah Yandow, Robert Yandow, Mary Baugh, Kathy Spotswood, Fran Spotswood, Sally Ross, Caroline Ross, Gayle Swinburne, William Swinburne, Barbara Weatherwax, Doug Ward, Ed Burke(Saratogian), Richard Normile, Anne Normile, Lynda Byrnes, Curtis Williams, Michael Landon, Mary Murphy, Francis Matino, Tim Murphy, Nicholas Matino, Charles Clements, Kathleen Clements, Renee Baker, Bruce Baker, Yvonne Melville, Walter Thomas, Kristin Hess, Maggie Barss, Dwight Barss, Russell Melville, Thomas Eggleston, Leif Sandwick, Doug Scott, Krista Anders, Dan Curley, David Berube, Melanie Denno, Charles Weatherwax, Carroll Ogden, Virginia Ogden, Danny Mills, Jeffrey Sumner, Paul Post(Saratogian), Linda Battista, Kristen Battista, Dennis Livsey, Robert Coates, Richard Buttles, Lois Root, Fred Root, Jeff Fedor, John Yannaci, Margaret Moon, Jim Murray, Sr., Tom Normile, Lynn Walker, Arlene Springer, Fred Koch, Martin Schmitt, Jeff Sandwick, Keith Wells, Marsha Towers, Barbara Reed, Sarah Alford, Louise Kirkpatrick, Bill Nevitt, Dan Grogan, Norm Baldwin, Tanya Curtis, Bob Curtis, Melissa Dishon, Lynn Dishon, Bill Bradley, Claude Jean, Carey Mann, Alvey Wood, James Bovee, Steven Denton, Stanley Goldberg, Patricia Goldberg, Bill Denno, Kathy Denno, Vivian Passino, Tim Hanchett, Joni Hanchett, Valerie Lueck, Lou Lueck, Jim Rivette, Rex Moon, Cherie Delancey, James Delancey, Paula Towers, Anthony Towers, Darcy Lox, Mike Graska, Mary Larkin, William Larkin, Tim Humphrey-Fox, Ralph DeCristafaro, Jeff Collura, Diana Jordan, Todd Morrow, Ruth Syrop, Herbert Syrop, Judy Sequin, Mitchell Sequin, Karen Saunders, Jeannette Spieldenner, Sandra Palmatier, Evan Davies, Keith Powell, Sandy Flint, Chris Flint, Mary Williams, David Williams, Scott Sprague, Gary Randall, Mark Deuel, Bill Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Forte, Annaliese Stautner, Thomas Diehl, Susan Powell, Jack Powell, Gail McGuclair, Bryan Clothier, Rachel Clothier, Winfred Millington, Aileen Crowl, Mary Jane Bevan, Sandra Berg, Matilda Kipfer, Wallace Kipfer, Joan Welch, Jan A. Wood, Robert Eggleston, Jim Hopkins, Bill Fuller, Joe Moeller, Claudia Norko, David Barrass, Fred Millis, Sr., Ted Wilming, Clifford Millis, Martin Crowl, Julius Enekes, Gladys Mann, Fred Mann, Sean Fitzgerald, Ashley Wood, Don Baker, Ed Baker, Rebecca Murray, Lucinda Baker, Paula Harr, Marty Harr, Kim Helmintoller, Shane Eggleston, Pamela DeJoseph, Monique Hehl-Woodard, Susan Abbott, Leisha Kingsley, Michael Kingsley, Anne Coker, Wayne Coker, Eli LaBombard, Corinne Akerley, Marcia Breakey, Patty Eisenhardt, David Cedarstrom, Jessica LaVigne, John Woodard, James Woods, Ruth Bowers, Veronica DeLancey-Smith, Patricia DeLancey, Betty Bovee, Marie Schaffner, David Akerley, Mr. and Mrs. Cerrata, Greg Keyworth, Kevin Cleveland, Linda Puffer, Michael J. O’Connor, Brent Flemming, Bryan Harrison, Kathleen Cole, Annie McMahon, Karl McMahon, Kyle Mitchell, Arleen Springer, Carol Keyworth, Sharlee Sprague, Patricia Raufman, Harry Raufman, Ralph Petruzzo, Laura Scott, Mike McNerney, Christine Trainor, Teresa Schyberg, Joel Murphy, Christine Murphy, Kendra Scheiber, Mike Sanacore, Scott Hunt, Donna Briner, Derek Briner, Mike Briner, Richard Lockwood, Harold Jones, Richard Feulner, Don Conklin, Jack Abbott, Lee Coleman(Daily Gazette), Thomas Neumann, Emerson Cowles, Esther Ely, Beverly Fowler, Joyce LaComb, Lee Burnham, Martin Cernek, Millard Arnold, Ronald Ogden, Candy VanBuren, Brian VanBuren, Lois Burt, Phyllis Morreale, Phillip Morreale, Alicia Bevan, Russ Boggs, Louis McArthur, Jay Whitcomb, Joel Duguay,  Gert Bilodeau, Guinevere VonRobke-Brammer, Christine Richards, Michele Eggleston, Shawn Eggleston, Charles Fiegl, Jane Feulner, Monique Feulner, Carol Densmore, Mary Anne Morreale, Robert DiGiovanni, Bonnie DiGiovanni, Bob Scott, David Storey(Channel 8), Diane Monroe, Jacalyn Constantino, Jerry Constantino, Helen Everetts, Catherine Tubbs, Yvonne Trottier, Alex Pellizzi, Paul Galvin,Wayneann Whitaker, Richard Whitaker, David Densmore and some illegible written names.  

After roll call by the Town Clerk the Public Hearing was opened at 7:15 PM with the Town Clerk reading the Legal Ad that was published in the Post Star on December 30, 2005.  

The Supervisor then read the rules of conduct for the public hearing.  Supervisor Lucia told the public that the board could not take any action on the proposed Local Law until they have received a recommendation from Saratoga County Planning Board that meets on January 19, 2006.  Supervisor Lucia told the public that after they receive the recommendation from the Saratoga County Planning Board the Town Board would call a roll call vote at the next meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT

BARBARA WEATHERWAX

Mrs. Weatherwax told the Board that she was in favor of the moratorium.  She said that the trash industry is a huge risk and a serious disgrace to the community.  She said that Corinth has reached a critical point and Corinth will not be known as the trash town of the Adirondacks, Corinth is the gateway to the Adirondacks.  She said Corinth must amend the laws that they now have on the books to protect trash, sludge, etc. from being brought into our beautiful town.

DOUGLAS WARD

Mr. Ward stated that he is the attorney for Citizens for Safe and Responsible Industry.  He said he supports the moratorium.  He said he would work with the Town Board if they would like in revising the laws the Town currently has on the books.

LOUISE KIRKPATRICK

Mrs. Kirkpatrick told the board that battle has been going since 2004 with the trash industry in Corinth.  She said the battle reminded her of the story of David and Goliath.  She said David is Corinth with our neighbors Saratoga Springs, Greenfield Center, Hadley and Lake Luzerne.  Everything Corinth does affects them.  She said the Town Board’s regulatory documents protect the citizens, their health, their homes, their neighbors, the environment, the water they drink, the air that they breath, our food sources and to protect our small town way of life.  She said trash businesses represent Goliath.  She said she was in favor of the moratorium and would volunteer to work on issues with the Town Board.

LYNN DISHON

Mr. Dishon said he understood at the last meeting that Mr. Petruzzo needs a Special Use Permit.  He asked if that is correct.  He said Petruzzo is a Type 1 SERQR.  He said he is for the moratorium.  Mr. Hafner said the Town at this time has no application before them at this time.  So until the Town has an application and has had a chance to review it the Town cannot answer questions regarding the SEQR.  

MARK MONTAYNE

Mr. Montayne moved here approximately one and a half years ago.  He said he doesn’t see how sludge and composting is consistent with what the Village and Town have envisioned for the future of Corinth.  He said the Town Board needs to ask themselves two questions: “Where is the garbage coming from?” and “Why?”  He said a person could not compare this facility in Massachusetts.  He said there is one difference that facility is not importing trash from New York City.  He said the one in Massachusetts is smaller and they are taking care of their own trash not New York City’s trash. He is in favor of moratorium.

SHEILA PITKIN

She said that both her and her husband, Dick, were both in favor of the moratorium.  She said her reason for being here was her love of Corinth and she thinks we deserve better than trash.

WAYNE CLEVELAND

Mr. Cleveland told the Town Board just to look at the people in the room.  He said there were many intelligent people in the room, as well as experienced people in the room.  He said that there was a man in the room who worked for twenty-five/thirty years in Colonie and worked at Colonie landfill where they draw in the stuff they want to dump on Corinth. There are people he worked with that to this day have a rash.  He said the man he was talking about had them disinfect the equipment before he worked on it.

He told the Town Board that they should look at the little Town of Greenwich and see how they have grown.  He suggested that the Town Board look into going along the same route as Greenwich and not do something that we know is harmful to the citizens’ health. He told the Town Board that they should do their research.

MARY BAUGH

Mrs. Baugh said she begged the Town Board to make the moratorium happen and prevent Philmet, Petruzzo and any other trash from coming into the Town of Corinth.  She said she was not against industry or technology but she is against trash.  She said other small towns have done the same things.  She said they put moratoriums and laws on the books and they won. She said the Board was elected by the citizens to protect them and not to have any trash come into the Town in any state or form.

BILL SWINBURNE

Mr. Swinburne said if this trash, etc. is so great why don’t they have it in Saratoga Springs?  He said we need a six-month moratorium to impose new laws against any of this happening.  He said Corinth is a sweet town and we don’t need New York City trash.

RENEE BAKER

Mrs. Baker said that the Town Board already knows that she and her family are against bringing trash to Corinth.   She said she wants the moratorium.  She said that she and her family would be willing to help the Town Board with research or anything else that they need.

CHARLES CLEMENTS

Mr. Clements said he wants moratorium and asks the Town Board to also look into laws on odor and noise.

DWIGHT BARSS

Mr. Barss said he is a local businessman and is in favor of the moratorium.

VIRGINIA OGDEN

Mrs. Ogden said the Town Board promised to pass legislation last year and if that had been done Philmet and Petruzzo would not be here. She said Philmet and Petruzzo should not be allows.  She asked the Town Board to stop and listen to the people.  She said she was in favor of the moratorium.

DENIS LIVSEY

Mr. Livsey said he wanted the moratorium.  He thought that more information was needed, things need to be out in the open and more coverage.

JEFF SANDWICK

Mr. Sandwick said that Saratoga County is a vacation destination. He said he invested money and time on his property on Route 9N had a proposed deal with Dunkin Donuts and when they found about the sludge they backed out.  He said the project has been on the back burner without the knowledge of the citizens for almost two years.  He said he was begging the Town Board to pass the moratorium and continue with the vision they once had for the Town of Corinth.  He said as far as the threats from Philmet he felt most people would say bring it on.

JEFF FEDOR

Mr. Fedor lives on Folts Road, moved here in 1990, lives here, works here and has two businesses here.  He said he and his family enjoyed swimming, hiking, ice skating and boating near his home. He said Corinth is an amazing town.  He said there are serious questions about safety and visibility of using bio-solids or sewage sludge in any kind of reproduction. He said information he has found from his research and Cornell University one active ingredient in sewage sludge is the same active ingredient found in Agent Orange.  He said that of almost 100 chemicals found in sewage sludge the EPA only regulates nine.  He said he doesn’t want sludge where he swims.  When he hikes in the woods he says he doesn’t want to breathe in that.  He said he is strongly in favor of the moratorium.  He also suggests that when this moratorium is in place that this board get some citizens, business people and community leaders involved in helping to redraft the Zoning Law so that they are so restrictive that no time will it be possible to revisit this part of the law again.

REX MOON

Mr. Moon said he was in favor of the moratorium.  He said he had worked long and hard to improve the image of Corinth for many years.  Said he has heard that both of the projects have been approved by the state.  He also said he now heard that there is a trailer park located in Corinth that the state has been unable to provide clean water for the people in that trailer park. He asked if that is how the state and federal government help us. 

KRISTA ANDERS

Ms. Anders said she is a recent member of the Corinth community having moved here approximately 3 years ago.  She said she believes in the future and visions of the Town.  She said she moved out a big city to relocate here.  She said she was very confused and angered about this potential land use.  She said she is in favor of the board doing a moratorium.  She said she thought it was a wise decision and she thought the board owed it to the community. She told the board to use this time wisely and if they did not understand what actually the process is then take the people that have volunteered tonight up on their offer. 

TIM HANCHETT

Mr. Hanchett  told the board that there would be tons of garbage coming from New York City and it would not be able to inspect all that garbage. He said down the road there could be many health problems.  He said don’t let the trash come in.  He wants the moratorium.  

BRUCE BAKER

Mr. Baker told the board that he wanted them to pass the moratorium.

HERBERT SYROP       

Mr. Syrop told the board that he lives in Yonkers but owns property in Corinth.  He said that in other words he lives in Yonkers but his heart is in Corinth.  He told the board that New York City garbage is unsorted.  He told the board that when the garbage is picked up in New York City you might have dead animals, dead automobile batteries, etc.  He said all elected officials in Westchester County are dying for the Town of Corinth to take all their garbage. He asked the Town Board why New York City was willing to transport their trash 200 miles away.  He said it was because they could not get away with that in Yonkers or Westchester County (Scarsdale). He said he lives there and it is a crime. He said he lives there and he is ashamed.  He said he would be ashamed of the Town Board if they let this happen.  He said. “Don’t let them do this to you.”  He said he was in favor of the board passing a moratorium.       

RUTH SYROP

Mrs. Syrop asked if the town wanted to be called cancer alley.  She more people would be selling their homes if they could sell them.  

TIM HUMPHREY-FOX  

Mr. Humphrey-Fox said that he had done some studying and had attended Mr. Petruzzo’s Open House and had decided it was too good to be true.  He said he was in favor of the moratorium against Petruzzo.  He said maybe down the line when there is more technology this might be okay but not now.

MIKE GRASKA

Mr. Graska said he supported the moratorium and hopes the board will take time to adopt local laws to better regulate not only new facilities but existing facilities, study the internet, reading newspaper articles and look at existing facilities.  He said don’t rush into things like this.  He said that there is an extremely large problem with odors.  He said the board should revised the ordinances to protect the community.

ANNE CLOTHIER

She said she traveled two hours from Cooperstown where she is going to college to be at this meeting.  She said she lived here her entire life. She said she is in favor of the moratorium.  She said she supports industry but feels research should be done.  She said Corinth is a wonderful, healthy community to raise a family.  She said she feels garbage is not something that should be taken in consideration.  She feels that at some point the garbage would be harmful to ground water and wells.

MARTIN CROWL

Mr. Crowl said he supports the moratorium.

JULIUS ENEKES

Mr. Enekes said he supports the moratorium.  He said we live in a beautiful community and does not want to see it go down.

SEAN FITZPATRICK

Mr. Kirkpatrick said he was in favor of the moratorium.

REBECCA MURRAY

Mrs. Murray said she doesn’t want sludge and is in favor of the moratorium.

KATHLEEN COLE

Ms. Cole moved here seven (7) months ago for fresh air and clean water.  She came from Westchester County. She said she wanted the town to pass the moratorium. She said if the Town did not change the laws and allowed the New York City trash we would have a lot of dead people.

RONALD OGDEN & KENDRA SCHIEBER

Ron Ogden and Kendra Schieber read the following letter that was sent to he Town Board:

[image: image1.jpg]Ronald S. Ogden & Kendra Schieber
4 Overlook Drive
Corinth, NY 12822
518-654-2633

TO: Village of Corinth Board of Trustees and Mayor Winslow
Town of Corinth Board of Trustees and Supervisor Lucia

DATE: December 29, 2005
RE: Proposed Gasification Plant at LP. Mill property & Petruzzo/Bedminster plans

First, a few chosen quotes from the letters of Thomas Jefferson:

“I have such reliance on the good sense of the body of the people and the honesty of their leaders
that I am not afraid of their letting things go wrong to any length in any cause. .... Whenever our
affairs go obviously wrong, the good sense of the people will interpose and set them to rights. ...
Reflection, ...with information, is all which our countrymen need, to bring themselves and their affairs
to rights. ... Whenever the people are well-informed, they can be trusted with their own government.
Whenever things go so far wrong as to attract their notice, they may be relied on to set them to rights.
... It is rare that the public sentiment decides immorally or unwisely, and the individual who differs
from it ought to distrust and examine well his own opinion.”

The present, various plans for industrial development in our town and village have
certainly attracted our notice. We are concerned and uncomfortable with the potentially
negative effects this kind of industry could have on the quality of the air we must breath and
the water we must drink; on the financial value of our property, as well as our right to enjoy it,
free from excessive noise and objectionable odors; and the way our community is perceived by
ourselves and by the surrounding communities.

In order for us to rationally address these concerns, we must, we repeat, MUST inform
ourselves regarding them. It is critical that time be taken to do this, as this is the only way we
can come to a realistic, reasonable political position. We must not, above all, allow others to
convince us to “just trust them”, or that “they know what is best for us”. No, we must go after
the knowledge ourselves, from many sources, in order to see and understand the various data,
opinions, and experiences on record for these kinds of industries. When we have learned the
history of the companies who propose to come here, and have looked carefully at their business
and environmental track record; when we have understood the science and technology of the
industrial processes proposed; and when we have consulted extensively with our fellow citizens
as to their knowledge and opinions; then and only then will we feel competent to make our
decision on these issues. In the end, however, we are each just one vote and one voice.

You, as our elected officials, are the temporary guardians and possessors of the power
of all our voices and votes. We expect of you, at this critical time, no less than we expect of
ourselves. Please, inform yourselves! And then, being informed, we expect more of you.
Having chosen to take on the elected offices you presently hold to represent our interests, we
expect you to have the courage to do what is good and right for all of us in the long term, and
not what may appear to have immediate value. Speaking personally, we would rather pay
more taxes to fund services and programs; thereby making it unnecessary to get revenue from
other sources that entail potential risk; that of drastically altering the quality of our life here in
Corinth.

Sincerely,
) oz SRR
ied 22 A e R
= Ronald S. Ogden Kendra Schieber

(17-year Village residents)




SCOTT HUNT

Mr. Hunt said he bought Rustic Barn Campsites two and one-half years ago.  He said he thought he bought a slice of heaven when he bought the property in Corinth. He doesn’t want to just threaten the moratorium he wants us to impose the moratorium.  The moratorium would give us the time to sort out the details and the lies.  He said there is no good sludge.   He said he put everything he had into this community and does not want sludge.  He said this town is lovely and healthy and is thriving without IP even though people lost their jobs. He says he wants tourism and wants the moratorium passed.

LOUIS McARTHUR

Mr. McArthur said that we was in favor of the moratorium but we wouldn’t be here if a year ago we had passed a moratorium.  He said if we pass these laws they are going to appeal it in Supreme Court.  He said the Supreme Court Judge will up hold the company’s rights and then  DEC, EPA and ECON will be left to protect us.  He said this should have been done before.  

ESTHER ELY

Mrs. Ely said she is in favor of the moratorium.  She said the elected officials should do what the citizens want.

GUINEVERE VonROBKE-BRAMMER

Ms.VonRobke-Brammer said she was from Hadley and a former citizen of Staten Island, New York.  She said she suffers from breathing problems.  She said that if the town lets the plant come in the citizens will have breathing problems. She said health is everything.  She said pass the moratorium.

CRAIG STOLLERY

Mr. Stollery says he is in favor of the moratorium. He said that the Town would be a better tourist community than a trash community.

JAY WHITCOMB

Mr. Whitcomb said that he is in favor of the moratorium. He said that he is willing to pay more taxes and he is sure some other citizens are willing to pay more taxes.   He also asked if it was too late should this have been done a year ago.  He said we do need industry but not this industry.  He said on with the moratorium.

 GREG KEYWORTH

Me. Keyworth said he worked for a Caterpillar dealership for twenty years and had occasion to work at landfills and what not to work on the equipment.  He said he would insist that the equipment be pressure washed before he would work on it.  The reason he did that was that you don’t know what is in those things.  He said he knows of a co-worker who work for another company that work on the landfill equipment without it being pressure washed who have developed a rash which lasted more than six months all over his body.  He said he smelled sludge after it was processed and it didn’t smell any better.  He said nobody says anything at landfills if it can burn nobody says anything; if they can hide it nobody says anything and we can not wash 400 tons a day.  He is for the moratorium ands totally against any kind of waste plants.  

DAN CURLEY

Mr. Curley said he is a new resident to Corinth and is not in favor of the trash plants.  He said he is in favor industry.  He is in favor of the moratorium.  He said he want gasification to be sure to be included in the moratorium.

PAUL GALVIN

Mr. Galvin said he lives in Lake Luzerne and he wants Corinth to do what is right.  He said he was in favor of the moratorium.  He said he wants Corinth to show Lake Luzerne the love.  

At 9:00PM a motion was made by Councilman Major and seconded by Councilman Byrnes to close the public hearing.

With no further business a motion was made by Councilman Brown and seconded by Councilman Major to adjourn the meeting.







Respectfully submitted,







Rose E. Farr, RMC







Town Clerk 

