FEBRUARY 2, 2006

The Town Board of the Town of Corinth held a workshop meeting on February 2, 2006, at 4:00 pm at the Town Hall.

Present:
Richard Lucia, Supervisor



Charles Brown, Councilman

John Major, Councilman



Edward Byrnes, Councilman



Mitchell Saunders, Councilman

Rose E. Farr, Town Clerk



Fred Mann, Code Enforcement Officer

Public:  Samuel Meth, Jacob Deutsch, Renee and Bruce Baker, and Wayne Cleveland.

After roll call by the Town Clerk the following business was transacted:

RESOLUTION #86

APPOINTMENTS

A motion was made by Councilman Saunders and seconded by Councilman Brown, and the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes 5
Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes and Saunders



Nays 0

RESOLVED that Philip Giordano be appointed member of the Zoning Board of Appeals, and be it further

RESOLVED that Jeffrey Fedor be appointed alternate member of the Zoning Board of Appeals.

SUPERVISOR

Supervisor Lucia read the following letter from New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation:
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TDD: 518-486-1899
January 26, 2006

Town Board

Town of Moreau

61 Hudson Street

South Glens Falls, NY 12803

Dear Supervisor Guthiel and Town Board Members,

In response to Supervisor Guthiel’s request for an additional meeting regarding the Moreau Lake
State Park Master Plan, State Parks will be holding a Public Information Meeting to present the
Draft Master Plan/DEIS to the Town Board. The meeting will be held at the South Glens Falls
High School in the Large Group Instruction Room on February 8, 2006 at 7:00 PM. This will
afford the Agency the opportunity to clarify information regarding the Draft Plan/DEIS and for
the Town Board to provide input and comments regarding the various elements of the Draft
Plan/DEIS.

In response to requests received at the December 13™ public hearing and to provide ample time
for the Town Board to submit comments, the Agency has extended the comment period on the
Draft Master Plan/DEIS to February 18, 2006. Following the end of the comment period the
agency will thoroughly evaluate and respond to all comments within the Final Plan/Final EIS.
The FEIS will then be provided for public review.

Thank you in advance for your participation in the planning process for Moreau Lake State Park.
1 can be reached at (518) 474-0414 by phone, (518) 474-7013 by Fax or via e-mail at
Daniel.Kane @oprhp.state.ny.us should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

il et

Daniel S. Kane
Director of Resource Management

€c —in the Moreau Lake State Park Draft Master Plan/DEIS
C. Pushkarsh
W. Gibson
W. Holliday

www.nysparks.com

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Agency
&3 printed on recycled paper




RESOLUTION #87

AUDIT OF CLAIMS

On motion of Councilman Brown and seconded by Councilman Saunders, the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes 5 Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes and Saunders



Nays 0

Resolved that the bills be paid as audited with any exceptions in the following:

A
-
#20060138, 0141-0144, 0149-0150, 0159, 0161-0168









$18,989.56

B
-
#20060139, 0145-0147, 0156, 0160









$  4,321.75

DB
-
#20060148, 0153, 0172-0177









$ 6,816.56

SL
-
P#20060169-0171









$    603.15

TA
-
#20060140




$    614.85

PHILMET REPRESENTATIVES

Samuel Meth and Jacob Deutsch of Philmet came before the board to discuss their plans for the former IP  property. Samuel Meth said they have all intentions to do what is right for the community. Mr. Meth said they were trying to decide how to use the property fruitfully.  He said each part of the property is a liability.  He said they were trying to market the property to several industries that could produce jobs.  He said the problem they have before them right now is to properly assess or properly market and invite the right industry. He said they believe the right way would be to build an industrial park with diversified industries. He said they have to identify the true and main exposures of the property and utilize them as economical values. 

Mr. Meth said he would like to present to the board a basic plan.  He said the first issue is the landfill.  He understands that only paper sludge produced on the site is allowed to be placed in the landfill.  He said he would ask that the board reconsider and re-correct the use of what is there.  Mr. Meth said they wanted to have the Town remove the restriction that the sludge had to be produced on the property and allow them to bring in sludge from local area paper companies.  He said the Town could benefit from this by being paid tipping fees.  

Mr. Meth said their first main objective is to use the property to its full potential. Mr. Meth said in order to secure industry we need affordable cost of energy.  He said they are marketing the property extremely diligently.  

Mr. Meth said he wants to assure the Town that they are not moving in the way of municipal water or sewerage sludge. He said they want to make sure that what is presented to them is environmentally safe.  Mr. Meth said that he hopes in weeks to come that they can present a plan to the Town and Village that will be favorable to the community.

Mr. Meth said that without being able to eliminate the exposure and turn it into a profitable asset does not make any sense. 

Mr. Meth said they are not dealing with the Waste Company and apologizes for any misinformation that was created because people thought they were dealing with the Waste Company.  He said in fact his company has just filed a lawsuit against the gasification firms for misleading information.

Supervisor Lucia asked if they had anything they could give the Town Board in writing.  Mr. Meth said he couldn’t at this time because it could hurt the negotiations that are going on.  Mr. Meth said that there are three major items this company is asking that they be guaranteed:  

1. Affordable energy  ($.05 to $.07)

2. Do not want to assume any liability with the landfill

3. Do not want to assume any liability with the sewer treatment plant

Supervisor Lucia asked if they were going to have any public hearings on this soon.  Mr. Meth said they met with the Village today and a Public Hearing to eliminate public pressure and fear has tentatively been set for February 22nd.

Jacob Deutsch told the Town Board that the landfill carries with it a thirty-year bond so that the expense does not fall on the Town or the local people.  Mr. Deutsch said the bond costs approximately $300,000.00 to $400,000.00.  He also said the maintenance costs of the landfill are between $18,000.00 to $20,000.00 to treat the water that comes out of the landfill.  He said there are many rules of the DEC to maintain the landfill.  He said it has cost his company $100,000.00 to $150,000.00 a month to maintain this property.  He said no tenant is going to take an obligation of about $1,000,000.00 a year when they have no use for it. He said he could turn the landfill around and make a profit if they were allowed to bring in paper sludge from local area mills.  

Mr. Deutsch told the Town Board that they would like the board to pass a resolution expressing their willingness to help Philmet before Philmet goes for a variance. He said before they go for a variance they want all involved to be on the same page and be able to proceed in the fastest way possible.

Councilman Saunders said that no matter who purchases this property this is going to be a fixed cost.  Councilman Saunders said the only way he can see if this does not resolved is to level the buildings on the property and the property will just sit there.  He said that no matter what company bought this property the company would have to maintain the landfill.  

Mr. Deutsch said there is a paper industry in tissue paper, etc.  He said there are a lot of tissue mills that produce sludge.  He said one local area mill produces approximately 17 tons a day of sludge, which is not nearly as much as the IP did.

Supervisor Lucia said that there are two landfills on the property:  One that was closed and capped and one that has one cell remaining for sludge.  He asked if they both went with the property.  Mr. Deutsch said they had to buy both as part of the sale. He said at closing IP gave them one year that the IP will be carrying the permit. 

Supervisor Lucia asked if they had plans to use the sludge and the closed landfill.  Mr. Deutsch said they are developers and they had a company that came to them and said they would lease the landfills from them. He said they didn’t know the Town had an issue with solid waste.  He said these other people had a plan that they wanted to do some kind of energy and they wanted to dig up the landfill.  Mr. Deutsch said his company has no plans like that whatsoever.

Supervisor Lucia said that at the last meeting several citizens asked Mr. Miller about ownership.  They said that you had not purchased the property and it is all contingent upon the transfer of the landfill permit.  Mr. Meth said his company owns the property with the exception of the landfill permit.

Councilman Saunders said the board understands what Philmet needs to move forward but for the Town to move forward there has to be a compromise.  Councilman Saunders said the Town understands that you have a piece of property that is costing you and you are not making any money on that property and we understand that there is an opportunity for business to come in but you have to guarantee that business some type of cost which is a benefit to them.  Councilman Saunders said that Philmet was asking us to allow paper sludge into this community so the landfill is getting tipping fees.  Councilman Saunders said that if in three years you come back to the board to see where you are at that time.  Mr. Meth said he would have to add that into the lease and the tenants would be told that in three years they may be hit with the cost of the maintenance of the landfill.  Councilman Saunders said how about five years and everything is going fine and there are a number of businesses in there and Philmet decides to sell the property for a $20,000.00 profit.  

Councilman Brown said that Philmet is telling they want us to open the landfill for them but they said right out straight possibly these things may disappear.  Mr. Meth said these tenants may go away but Philmet is working every day to secure tenants.  Mr. Meth said that any type of industry needs these obstacles removed.  

Councilman Saunders said he understands that Philmet is saying that this property comes with a liability and the liability is that landfill. He said lets say IP says they have had enough, they level everything down there, the taxes are down to almost nothing and they say they are going to walk away from it.  He asked is it possible that they can just walk away from it.  Councilman Saunders said that property comes with a big liability.  Councilman Brown said the commitment with DEC is for thirty years unless somebody else buys it.  Councilman Brown said the chance of the Town taking over that landfill just doesn’t exist.  Councilman Brown said the Town couldn’t do it legally.  Councilman Saunders says it seems like it is an anchor right now and it seems like we have to deal with it.  

Mr. Deutsch said that if they were allowed to take sludge that would be the same every day.  He said that companies want to know how much sludge can be deposited at the landfill and for how long they can bring the sludge to the landfill.  He said if you tell the company in three years you are not sure what is going to happen there is no deal to be made.  

Councilman Saunders said he wanted to discuss the functionality of the landfill.  He understands that the cells are built on top of each other and that there is only one cell at the present time that can be used.  Mr. Meth said the engineers have told them that there is 20 years left on this one cell.  Councilman Brown said American Re-Fuel was going to put their ash in there and it was going to be filled up to maximum in 17 years.  Mr. Deutsch said that ash is a lot different than sludge.  Supervisor Lucia said this is one reason we have to get our engineers to look at this.  

Councilman Saunders said that basically Philmet is looking at this liability and trying to offset it with this paper sludge and Philmet could care less if they make a profit.   

Councilman Brown said the leach comes from the closed landfill and the sewer treatment plant has nothing to do with the sludge landfill.  Samuel Meth said they have 32,000 gallons from the landfill to the sewer treatment plant every month that costs approximately $20,000.00.  

Councilman Saunders asked if Philmet could obtain any energy from Indeck.  Mr. Deutsch said Philmet cannot obtain any energy from Indeck.  Indeck supplies ConEd with energy by natural gas.  Councilman Saunders said he looks at energy as the next big industry over the horizon.  Councilman Saunders said if we want to look into the future the Town should eminent domain the hydro power plant and use that as a foundation for energy conversion and where it is going.  

Samuel Meth said this property has many resources.  He said to name one is the water.  He said they are going to try to develop something that they could help the Town like they are trying to help the Village.  He said that Philmet need the Town’s help.  Mr. Meth said he is asking for help to get out of this situation.  He said he wants the community to prosper from the jobs and from the buildings.  He said his plan is for four or five industries and it is going to be a very big industrial park.  

Mr. Meth said Corinth and Saratoga County are growing.  He said perhaps citizens in Corinth could tap into Philmet’s sewer system.

Councilman Byrnes thanked Mr. Meth and Mr. Deutsch for coming  and meeting with the Town Board.  He said that the meeting has been needed for a long time and he thinks it will clear up a lot of the questions and concerns in the community.   Councilman Byrnes said he thought it was great for them to meet with all the board at once.  He said people don’t want sludge in here because of the health effects, etc.  He said he understood about the landfill and how Philmet needs to use the landfill to generate some money.  Councilman Byrnes said some people don’t understand that the landfill is a liability no matter who buys it.  He said to get people to accept that for even a short period of time. He said he thought people want jobs down there, they want Philmet to be successful down there, they want it to work but he doesn’t know if they want to see long term sludge coming into the community.  Councilman Byrnes said there has to be a compromise somewhere.  He said he thought this was something that would have to be worked on.    Jacob Deutsch said that IP had 75 trucks a day coming into that landfill.  He said they estimate approximately 20 trucks a day minimal.  He said they may use the rail for some sludge.  He said they were trying to make a liability into an asset.   

Councilman Brown said the first meeting we had we were told that it was a landfill coming in.  Councilman Brown told Philmet that Barry Williams told them that.  Mr. Meth said that Philmet has filed a lawsuit against Barry Williams/Waste Tech and they would show a copy of the lawsuit if the board wished to see it.  Supervisor Lucia said that prior to January 17, 2006 Barry Williams called the assessor’s office and asked for information on each of the parcel separately.  Councilman Brown said that Philmet was asking the Town Board to see their side of the picture so Philmet should also make an effort to see the Town’s side of the picture.  Councilman Byrnes said he encouraged that we have more of these meetings so the public can attend and ask questions.

Councilman Byrnes asked about feed stocks.   He asked what alternatives are there to trash or construction debris.  Mr. Meth said they were told that municipal waste and sewer sludge were no allowed.  He said by letter they pledge that there would be no municipal waste or sewer sludge.  

Mr. Meth said they were still looking for the most economical type of by product for this area.  Mr. Meth said that they were just developers.  He said they did not work in sludge and did not want to work in sludge business.  He said they just wanted to see what is good for the property and wants the Town Board’s input.  

Supervisor Lucia asked if what he was hearing is that Philmet needs and alternative and they don’t yet know what it is.

Councilman Saunders said he thinks Philmet wants a variance and they want it done on the fast track.

Councilman Major thanked Philmet for coming to speak before the board to about what your plans are and ask about granting a variance on the usage of the landfill.  Mr. Meth said they were asking what the procedure was.  Councilman Major said that if the Town Board is take a look at a variance there are certain facts that they will need to look.  He said a variance would effect the citizens of Corinth as well as Philmet.  Councilman Major said he didn’t know what the specific procedures are.  Councilman Major said he thought that when they have to decide on a variance facts such as number of trucks, what kinds of odors and if necessary what kind of plan could the parties come up with that would be a compromise.  Mr. Meth said they were not asking for a usage change, the landfill would still be used for paper sludge, and they were not asking to bring anything that was any more smelly than what was previously there.

Councilman Major said if it is classified as a C & D dump without the statistics that would cause a big problem.

Me. Meth said that they do not plan to change what the community is accustomed to having.  Mr. Deutsch said he understood that it is a hard decision the Town Board has to make.  Mr. Meth said he needs the Town Board to understand what Philmet wants to do with the landfill and they want to make the Town Board comfortable with what they want to do.

Supervisor Lucia said if Philmet wanted to put in a request in writing with a detailed plan then the Town Board would take the next step.  Councilman Major asked if Philmet still had Mr. Miller as their attorney.  Councilman Saunders said it seems that the attorneys are back and forth.  He said the attorney is not speaking for me.  Councilman Saunders said he asks that when any communication is going back and forth that the attorney contacts me directly. Councilman Major asked who Dennis Lynch was.  Philmet said that Dennis Lynch is their attorney. Councilman Brown said that under threat of litigation don’t we keep our attorney involved.  Mr. Meth said that he has spoke to Mr. Lynch and Mr. Lynch has tried to reach Mr. Hafner several times and he is still awaiting response from Mr. Hafner.  

Councilman Saunders asked Supervisor Lucia if our attorney works for this board.  He then asked who works for who – does the attorney work for us or do we work for them.  Supervisor Lucia told Councilman Saunders that he himself knew the answer to those questions.  Councilman Saunders said the letter he was reading puts up a wall.  Councilman Saunders said if this attorney is questioning everything he should contact every one of the board members to let us know if each members agrees or disagrees.  Councilman Saunders said it is just too carte blanche. Councilman Major said when he looked at the letter he sees a mention of threat of litigation.  Councilman Major said it seems that the letter is response to one of Philmet’s attorney’s letters threatening litigation.  Councilman Saunders said he has not received any communication from Philmet’s attorney to our attorney.  Supervisor Lucia told Councilman Saunders that anything he gets is copied and is placed in the Town Board’s mailbox.  Supervisor Lucia said that is why the Town has attorneys to handle their litigation. Supervisor Lucia told Councilman Saunders that he thought these type of discussions should be done after Philmet’s presentation is over.

Councilman Byrnes said he would think that the Town Board could notify Philmet’s attorney of the exact paperwork that needs to be filed and what exactly needs to be done to apply for a variance.  Supervisor Lucia said that Attorney Lynch and Attorney Hafner were waiting for the outcome of the meetings between Philmet and Town and Village before they get together.  

Supervisor Lucia asked if Mr. Hafner was suppose to be dealing with Mr. Lynch or Mr. Miller.  Mr. Meth said Mr. Lynch is their attorney.

Councilman Byrnes asked about the public meeting that is tentatively scheduled for February 22nd. He asked about the time.  He said some of the board would be in New York until that day.  

Mr. Meth said he appreciated the effort put in by the Town Board at this meeting and having the issued brought up front instead of going around about.  

Supervisor Lucia talked about the Elder’s Cottage and asked Councilman Byrnes if he would mind postponing discussing the Elder’s Cottage until February 16th  when he could have Meredithe of LA Group here.  Councilman Byrnes said that would be okay since he wanted to discuss that with the Zoning Board of Appeals.

 BRIGNOLA

Supervisor Lucia told the board that they had a little incident at the park yesterday. The tenants called and said Mr. Brignola and a man went into the pump house.  The tenants were told to contact the Sheriff’s Department.  He said he heard nothing further about how that came out.  He said the Saratogian had asked that they meet at the park.  Supervisor Lucia told the Saratogian about the five-day water emergency that was declared.  He said the Department of Health is calling him every week to let him know how the tests are.  He said they are still under a boil water order. Councilman Saunders asked if the owner couldn’t go on the property during the emergency order.  Supervisor told him the emergency order just gave the Town the right to go on the property and correct the problem it did not prohibit the owner from going on the property.  Supervisor Lucia said the owner has a hearing on February 14th with the Department of Health. Councilman Byrnes said the owner has an obligation to take a water sample by February 10th and maybe he was just taking a water sample.

Councilman Saunders wanted to know exactly what was going to happen about the Philmet issue.  Supervisor Lucia said that the letters that have been sent from Dennis Lynch have been threatening.  Supervisor Lucia said our attorneys speak for us and when the attorneys send a letter back we get a copy of the letter.  Supervisor Lucia said he feels that the attorneys should handle the litigation.  Councilman Saunders said when you look at SEDC and other companies like that they don’t divulge everything.  Supervisor Lucia suggested that at the February 16th meeting he suggested we ask Ken Green to be here.  

Councilman Byrnes said we need all the people who have a part in this Philmet project together.  He said he thought Ken Green was working with these guys.  Councilman Byrnes said he thought these two people meetings should stop.  

With no further business, on a motion of Councilman Byrnes and seconded by Councilman Major, the meeting adjourned at 6:05 pm. Carried unanimously.







Respectfully submitted, 







Rose E. Farr







Town Clerk
