




March 16, 2006

The Town Board of Corinth held a workshop meeting on March 16, 2006 at 4:00PM at the Town Hall.

Present:

Richard Lucia, Town Supervisor




Charles Brown, Councilman




John Major, Councilman




Edward Byrnes, Councilman




Mitchell Saunders, Councilman




Rose E. Farr, Town Clerk




Cheri Sullivan, Deputy Town Clerk




Fred Mann Jr., Code Enforcement Officer




Louise Reed, Planning Board Chairperson




Bob Hafner, Town Attorney




Marty Pozefsky, Town Planning Board Attorney

Public: Mary Baugh, Louise Kirkpatrick, Gayle Swinburne, Barbara Weatherwax, Joyce Day, Dean Brown, David Williams, Arleen Springer, Sigrid Koch, Ginny Ogden, Alvey Wood, Mary Murphy, Tim Murphy, Leif Sandwick, Bruce Baker, Joan Beckwith, Wendy Granger-Stein, Ralph Petruzzo, Michael O’Connor, Attorney, Melanie Denno, Town Insurance Agent.

After Roll Call by the Town Clerk the following business was transacted:
MEDICARE  PART D  PROGRAM 

Wendy Granger-Stein from the Town of Greenfield was before the Board to discuss the Medicare program.  Mrs. Granger-Stein has a BS in Business and Health Policy. Mrs. Granger-Stein said that the implementation in rollout of the program has not gone smoothly because it is an extremely complex system. As a result the numbers for the enrollment of this program are very low. Mrs. Granger- Stein said that there are 43million people eligible and of those only 4.9 million have managed to sign up on their own. She said it is a very daunting task, especially for those who do not have internet access, who are not familiar with computer information and do not have a great deal of information at their fingertips. Mrs. Granger-Stein said that currently there are 45 plans to choose from. Mrs. Granger-Stein said that Medicare Part D is modeled by private insurance and run by private insurance. As a result when people go to sign up they have to make all these choices, such as you have to look at your income and what you are willing to pay on a monthly basis for premiums, what drugs are offered by the insurance company, what benefits there are, how big the gap in coverage is, how big the deductible is, what the co-payment is, whether or not Social Security will pay for a portion of the premium, whether or not the insurance you currently have is creditable etc, etc… There are so many questions that have to be answered before a person can even get to the point of enrollment. She said that there are so many people who are just throwing their hands up in the air and doing nothing. She said the bad part is there are so many people that this could benefit. Mrs. Granger-Stein also said that there is a penalty if you don’t sign up. She said the Federal Government is penalizing anyone who does not have what they have deemed creditable coverage. She said creditable coverage as defined by the federal government is: “ if you currently have a prescription policy that is better than or equivalent to Medicare”. She said if a person has creditable coverage they do not have to sign up for Medicare Part D in any specific time. She said that if a person does not have creditable coverage and does not sign up by May 15th they will be penalized 1% of the premium on a monthly basis for up to 36 months.  Mrs. Granger-Stein said that if they haven’t signed up at the end of the 36 months that their premium will go up an additional 36% on a monthly basis until the day they die. 

Mrs. Granger-Stein said that there is a donut hole that the Government has set up. She said the donut hole is where Medicare Part D pays for drug costs up to about $2,500 and from $2,500 to about $3,700 the person must pay for everything despite the fact that they are paying the premiums.  She said that after $3,700 the government will pick up the cost again.

Mrs. Granger-Stein said that she came before the Town Board because there are Grant Programs available right now such as the Community Foundation Grant to set up various programs that help assist to set up various services for small communities. She has spoke with Supervisor Lucia about setting up an outreach program here in Corinth with volunteers so that our residents can come in and get assistance with the Medicare Part D. Mrs. Granger-Stein feels that if the Town can train volunteers and keep a steady group of volunteers going they would be doing them a great service. She asked the Town Board if this was something they would be looking to do as a community and if the community has the kind of volunteers necessary to run a program like this? Supervisor Lucia said that this community is blessed with volunteers. Mrs. Granger-Stein said that the volunteers would need internet access to help properly and that there is a website called CMS (Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services) that has a tremendous amount of information. Councilman Saunders wants to know if this is like a seminar or more of a one on one. Mrs. Granger-Stein said that it is more of a one on one. She also said that once you get all the information and all your prescriptions you have to plug it into the computer. Then it will give you the choice of 5-10 programs that may work best for you out of the 45.      

Councilman Saunders wants to know if that once you make the decision if it is dynamic in nature. Mrs. Granger-Stein said that once you make a decision you are signed up for a year at a time, once you make sure that the plan covers the drugs that you need. Councilman Saunders wants to know what happens if during the middle of the year your drug needs change.  Mrs. Granger-Stein said that they are stuck paying out of pocket for them and not only that but the drug companies can change their prices or drugs they offer at any time with no notice or warning. She wants to know if this is something the Town of Corinth would be interested in? Councilman Saunders said absolutely.

Melanie Denno wanted to know on the Grant Application who the applicant is?  Mrs. Granger-Stein said that it is the Town. She has talked with Supervisor Lucia and there are places to get funding. Mrs. Granger-Stein said she would come in to train the volunteers. She said if the Town got the grant money then she would get paid and if not she wouldn’t. She also suggested that the Town may want to look into some long term funding to keep the program going. Mrs. Granger-Stein said that there is a community foundation for Albany, Schenectady and Saratoga Counties that have monies specifically for situations like this. There is also Boston-Scientific in Glens Falls. Melanie Denno said that she understands how desperately this is needed, however she has concerns about the Town and the liability involved with helping these people. Mrs. Granger-Stein said that the volunteers would not be making the choices for them. All they simply are doing is helping them gather the correct information needed and helping them plug it into the computers. When their program choices are offered they just go over them with the applicant and send them home to make their own decisions on what program works best for them.

Melanie Denno said how the Town did a wonderful job getting their letters out to their employees. Mrs. Granger-Stein said that there are many insurance company’s having seminars out there to help, but she sort of feels that this is the fox in the henhouse. Councilman Saunders said that this is where the cost savings are because the competition is going to drive the costs down. Councilman Brown said that he heard that the Federal Government wanted a lot of people competing. Mrs. Granger-Stein said that the best run, low cost, efficient program of all is Medicare Part A even though they have the most costly (ie. the elderly, the disabled, etc..) participants.

Councilman Major asked if Mrs. Granger-Stein had proposed this to the Town of Greenfield. Mrs. Granger-Stein said that she had not, her roots are here in Corinth where her parents reside. She feels that the Town Of Corinth has a tightness and a great volunteer base. She feels that there is a better chance of success in this town. Councilman Majors wanted to know if she new a dollar amount on the Grant monies that are available. Mrs. Granger-Stein said that she did not. Supervisor Lucia said that he felt that member items were a good place to start because that is a good place to spend their monies.

Supervisor Lucia asked her if she would like to get back to the Town Board with a proposal. Mrs. Granger –Stein said that she would like to do it sooner than later because the first deadline is May 15. Supervisor Lucia told her that she could come back next Thursday the 23rd  of March. Supervisor Lucia wanted to know if she had connected with Dave Krisinicki yet. Mrs. Granger-Stein said yes she has tried to contact the CEO of Glens falls Hospital and she is still trying to reconnect with him. She thinks that this would be a good partner because they are all good sources of possible funding.

BEDMINSTER SARATOGA,LLC AND RALPH PETRUZZO VARIANCE APPLICATION REQUEST

Attorney Bob Hafner explains that Mr. O’Connor and Mr. Petruzzo are here to explain their application for the variance. The Town Board members have not had time to review the application, since they had just received it yesterday. Attorney Hafner said that the Moratorium local law has a variance procedure that gives the Town Board the discretion whether to consider to accept the variance application or not. The Town Board is glad to give Bedminster Saratoga and Ralph Petruzzo the chance to speak with them and that is the purpose for being here today. This is not an official Public Hearing  and the Town Supervisor has asked Attorney Hafner to remind the public present that if there are interruptions that that individual will be asked to leave. Attorney Hafner said that the Town Board is likely to ask Mr. Petruzzo and Bedminster to repeat everything that is said here today at a public hearing, if there is one. If one follows the variance procedure they would know that a public hearing is required before the Town Board can act on anything. The Town Board is not planning on setting a public hearing today, we need to review what you have. The Town Board has a choice to decide whether there is enough information to accept the application or whether they say they won’t. Attorney Hafner said that the Town Board is ready to hear what they have to say and just to reiterate, The Town Board will not be making any decisions today.

Attorney Michael O’Connor  for Ralph Petruzzo and Bedminster Saratoga said that they have pending before Planning Board an application for Special Use permit and a Site Plan Permit. These permits would allow them to have an enclosed composting manufacturing facility at  615 Main Street. The enactment of the moratorium has put a hold on the consideration of the application by the Planning Board. Attorney O’Connor also said that at the same time Petruzzo and Bedminster also have an application pending at DEC for the same project. He said that DEC has proceeded to the point that they have issued a Negative Declaration under SEQR and they have set forth their findings as to why a negative declaration has been issued. Attorney O’Connor  said that they have attached a copy of these findings to the letter which is the application for the variance process. 

Attorney O’Connor said that as he understands, that for entitlement for the variance that they will have to make their case at a public hearing, to establish record as to whether or not they are entitled to it and as to whether or not the Town Board is exercising appropriate discretion as a Town Board.

Attorney O’Connor said that first point in the letter he would like to address is that this is not a new use for the property. The property has been used for the last 20 years with some version of solid waste handling, beginning with the bark mulch from the International Paper Company. We have  listed for the Town the permits and the permit numbers that have been approved by DEC for this site. He said that in 1997 they received a permit for the processing and drying of paper mill sludge. In 1998 they received a Beneficial Use Determination for the above mentioned  permit that allowed them to use the finished product. Attorney O’Connor said that in 1996 the DEC issued the site a permit for a wood processing facility using  150 tons per day of wood waste material, he also said that in 1993 DEC issued a Beneficial Use Determination for processing 125 tons a day of mixed food waste. Under this permit processing of animal waste composting, which is exempt  is also permitted. These activities have been occurring for the last 15 years. 

Attorney O’Connor said that no local permits were required, Zoning was not in effect at that time. The Town and Village residents have used this site for years, buying mulches and topsoil. He said that the Town Of Corinth recognized this  when the Land Use  Plan was adopted in May of  2005. This site was zoned Industrial and within an industrial zone a composting facility is permitted by a Special Use Permit. Attorney O’Connor said that they did attend a public hearing on this issue and he heard the concerns of the community. He understands that the community has concerns over the lack of definitions in the current land use law in regards to solid waste and perhaps the term composting facility. Attorney O’Connor said that if the Town Board looks at what they have before them, he feels that those concerns are answered, even at this point. Attorney O’Connor feels this way 

because the DEC application  has been down at the Town Hall for months. The application tells the Town Board and the community what materials this project wishes to compost, how much, and where we are getting it from. It also addresses the exposure or risks to the community. 

Attorney O’Connor said that this is an application for the variance on the moratorium however, it also has the characterizations of being a land use variance. He said that the first DEC application was submitted in March of 2004 and there were many revisions. In August of 2005 the Town Board, at that time, was given written notice that DEC had decided that they were going to be lead agency. He understands that this had been discussed at one of the Town Board meetings and he was unable to find any documentation in the DEC files that this letter had been responded to. Attorney O’Connor said that since that time , in November of 2005 DEC had issued their Negative Declaration. He said that there are 6 points that they have made for a basis for granting the Negative Declaration Determination and they are as follows:

1. The Project site is within an existing industrial park

2. The processing of materials will occur indoors and the air within the building will be collected and directed through a biofiltration system prior to exhaust.

3. Traffic generated by this project will be less than 10 trucks per day in an area that currently has traffic.

4. No discharges of wastewater or surface to ground water will occur.

5. No archeological or historic sites exist on site

6. No growth inducing aspects are expected

Attorney O’Conner said that DEC does not believe that there will be any negative impact from this facility. He suggest that maybe a group get together to look at an existing facility that it is already on the ground rather than looking at the charts that Ralph Petruzzo has. Attorney O’Connor said that he was not sure how the Town had arrived at the word “composting facility” that is permitted in an industrial zone. Attorney O’Connor said that they are not using it for something new. He feels that the Town has already recognized this site as a composting facility. Attorney O’Connor said he believes that the DEC negative declaration speaks to whether the project will have any adverse effects on the physical or environmental conditions of the neighborhood. Attorney O’Conner said he needs to address the issue of whether this was self created, because that is a consideration of the moratorium. Attorney O’Connor said he would have to argue that it is not. He said that the permit processing in NYS is timely and they started with DEC in 2004. The Town did not have zoning until 2005, and Bedminster and Mr. Petruzzo were well underway with the process at that time. The moratorium was passed in 2006 and Bedminster and Mr. Petruzzo did not feel that they should come before the Planning Board until they were comfortable as to whether or not DEC was going to grant their permit.

Attorney O’Connor said that Town is already two months into their moratorium and he asks if the Town is really going to create substantial hardship to the applicant, because there is no guarantee that the Town is going to be done with their work at the end of 6 months. He said that this is a realistic concern to the applicant. What the Town is trying to do is a very long process. Supervisor Lucia said that it is a long process and that the Town Board is working very diligently at it. Attorney  O’Connor said that they have two concerns: 


1. that at the end of the 6 month period the Town will need more time and apply for an extension for another 3-6 months and 



2. Attorney O’Connor said that what they want to do is set a date for a public hearing. He realizes that a decision may not be made at this hearing and it could be left open. His clients just want to start the process so that they can get to a conclusion. Attorney O’Connor said that he hopes that nothing he is saying is intended as a threat. He is requesting that the Town Board get to the end of the variance situation before 4 months has passed. After 4 months have passed Bedminster and Petruzzo loose their right to challenge the moratorium. He states that even after the public hearing, if it is granted, they still have to go through the whole process and review under the Town Planning Board. The Town Planning Board has significant tools to look at this process. The Town Planning Board already has standards that have to be met. He refers to 7.6 and 6.4 of the land use laws.

Attorney O’Connor said that Bedminster and Petruzzo need to obtain the commitments for financing. He said that from the Town’s point of view the proposed project is going to be employing 15 people, plus extra if you include trucking which will be done locally. We believe that we can operate in a manner that would be satisfactory to the Planning Board, without detriment to the Town or community.

Attorney O’Connor said that they would be willing to add a provision to the pending application before the Town Planning board that states that after the 3 year start up period they will not continue to receive waste from any of the 5 counties that make up NYC. That if there is a breach in this obligation the result will be the shut down of this facility. This is in direct response to the community about smells and the fact that the waste is coming from NYC area.

Ralph Petruzzo said the waste material has to be regulated, then it is  mandated to be approved for a Beneficial Use Determination, and then recycled. Once the material is approved it can’t be disposed of. Attorney O’Connor said that there is a time frame before DEC accepts the material. There are years of quality testing to be done first.  Attorney O’Connor said they have specifically stated that the waste will come from other approved areas in NY State once DEC regulates materials in a local area.

Attorney O’Connor said that the present facility at 615 Main Street has been inspected by every agency that the State has. He said that Dave Mt Pleasant of the DEC division of solid and hazardous material has inspected the site and found no violations or support for allegations of illegal dumping of waste materials on site. The Town Board had requested that water samples be taken on the property, the results show that there is no contamination of the streams or wells adjacent to the property. Attorney  O’Connor said that the DEC has further  inspected the property and found no violations of the mind land reclamation law. Fred Mann the Town Enforcement Officer has twice been to the site and found no violations.

Attorney O’Connor said that he has included the above mentioned letters in this packet, the letter from DEC dated August 29th, that stated they would be lead agency is also included. He noted that in his opinion DEC should have given notice to the Town Planning Board as well as the Town Board for SEQR purposes. Attorney O’Connor said that he wrote DEC a letter and suggested that DEC give  notice for SEQR purposes to the Planning Board. On March 2nd they wrote to Louise Reed the chairperson, notifying her that they intended to act as Lead Agency. The letter stated that while the Corinth Planning Board may have review jurisdiction over the Bedminster project, the determination of no significant environmental impact is still binding. Attorney O’Connor asked the Town Board for their input at this point. He realizes that they have no authority to review or approve the project, that is not their jurisdiction. Attorney O’Connor said the Bedminster Project is asking the Town Board for their day in court. In order to get there, the Town Board has to give them the variance  which is required under the moratorium.

Supervisor Lucia said that he did notice in the letter that Robin Holevinski, Marine Biologist said that she did observe activity in close proximity to a wetland area, outside the regulated DEC wetland, which may further fall under the jurisdiction of the United Sates Army Corps Of Engineers. Supervisor Lucia said he would like to know if the ACOE has been contacted yet. Ralph Petruzzo said that it was part of the procedure, the ACOE is very difficult to get hold of. What he will end up doing is bringing in their own consultants. Attorney O’Connor said that the site plan map shows there are no wetlands on the property that is being developed, but they will respond to this.

Councilman Major wants to know the date that the application was submitted to the Planning Board. Ralph Petruzzo states that it was around the 16 of January of ’06.

Councilman  Major stated that our local zoning was instilled of May 2004.

Councilman Byrnes refers to section 6.4 in the planning that talks about protection of neighboring properties against noise, dust, air etc. Attorney O’Connor said that these issues would be addressed under the object ional features. 

Councilman Byrnes questioned if  the NY City waste was qualified to be used. Mr. Petruzzo said that all materials have to be qualified to be used and they are regulated (prior to the present and after). Right now the five boroughs are the markets that have the product that can be used from a bio-solids standpoint under a beneficial use. Mr. Petruzzo addresses the odor issue and said that it is major and that it why this project location is in the center of the property. It would be much cheaper for him to set it up next to the road. Councilman Byrnes wanted to know what kind of buffers he has in place. Mr. Petruzzo said that there is a 700 ft buffer from the edge of the property line and the project is located dead center in the middle of 87 acres. Attorney O’Connor said that there is no runoff or leachate from the material, everything is used in an inside process. Councilman Saunders wants to know what agency regulates all the odors, noise, etc. Mr. Petruzzo said that they are all regulated by the DEC and follow the EPA standards. He said that depending on what they are testing for there is monitoring done on a daily basis. Mr. Petruzzo said that he is unable to give the Town Board a definite answer as to what the DEC is testing for, because DEC has not given it to him yet.  Councilman Saunders said that to answer to the public if he does not know the standard then… Mr. Petruzzo said that it’s not that he doesn’t know but that the state has not told him yet. Councilman Saunders asked Mr. Petruzzo if the air going into this system was just as clean as the air going out and he if felt that it was could we put a meter up there to check it daily. Mr. Pertruzzo said that with today’s technology that it would be possible to do. Mr. Saunders said that this is going to be the sort of answers that the public is looking for. Mr. Petruzzo said that these issues are requirements of the regulatory agencies involved. Mr. Saunders said that Mr. Petruzzo is asking the Town Board to” fast track” and move forward on this but that Mr. Petruzzo has to have answers to these questions for the Town Board. Attorney O’Connor said that these questions will not be answered in finite until the Planning Board does its review. Attorney O’Connor said that the Town Board is not going to be approving the operation of this facility but the opportunity for their day in court with the Town Planning Board. Attorney O’Connor asks the Town Board if they have enough guidelines in place right now to have faith in their Planning Board, to the point that, the Town Board thinks that the Planning Board will protect the community. Attorney O’Connor suggests to the Town Board that maybe they could make conditions on the variance for the Planning Board members, and for them to look at these conditions.

Councilman Saunders wants to know if when he is driving down the road is he going to see this place or not? Mr. Petruzzo said that yes it will be visible, however it is using part of the building that already exists.

Planning Board Chairperson, Louise Reed said that she feels that the Town Board should go out to the project site and see what Mr. Petruzzo has there. Mrs. Reed asks if Mr. Petruzzo is going to attaché this to the Blue building and if there is already equipment in there that he plans on using. Mr. Petruzzo said that yes those were his plans. Mrs. Reed wants to know that if the air system in the new building is all self-contained, what happens to the air in the old building.  Mr. Petruzzo said that that they are utilizing everything that is already there, there will be no new electrical service brought in and the air will be processed with the rest.

Councilman Saunders said that he saw where Mr.Petruzzo is staring out with 100 ton a day. However there are two different types of material that are being brought in. Mr.Petruzzo said yes MSW and bio-solids. AttoerneyO’Connor said that they are starting out with 200 ton a day, 100 ton MSW and 100 ton of bio-solids. Councilman Saunders said that the back unit of this project has a capacity of 400 ton a day. Mr. Petruzzo states that no that is incorrect information that came off the internet. He states that someone said that there was a permit for 400 tons at one of his open houses. Councilman Saunders said that this project is at capacity at 200 tons a day, that will bring in 10 trucks a day, and those trucks are going to be spread out over a 24 hour period. Mr.Petruzzo said that it will actually only be six trucks, and it will be no different than what we are doing currently except that it will be better at what we are trying to achieve.

Mr.Petruzzo discusses the criteria on the property and the placement of permits and said that he has a permit for 250 tons of bio-solids through the bio-fix facility and that there were two reasons that he did not go with the bio-fix procedure

1. was the revenue was not there

2. the sheer volume of the material and the odor of it sitting around in the trucks.

Councilman Brown said that he thought that Mr. Petruzzo was permitted for a minimum of 200 tons a day. Mr. Petruzzo said no there are no minimums in the permit; it is a maximum effective daily permit. Councilman Brown said that he had discussed with Brian one day the tonnage per day and that Brian had said that what everyone was saying was wrong that it is 200 tons a day. Councilman Brown said that when Brian left he looked at the book and the book said a minimum of 200 tons per day. Attorney O’Connor said that the 200 tons a day could be made into a condition of the permit.  Mr. Petruzzo said that the description of the process says that it is a maximum of 200 tons a day. Councilman Brown said that he had an article at home that said that Mr.Petruzzo  had a multi year contract with Casella Waste. Mr. Petruzzo said that was new to him but he used to haul with them, however he no longer does this. Councilman Brown stated that the people that are going to bring in the garbage from NYC is Tully and from what he hears they do not have a very good track record. Mr. Petruzzo said that they are not going to be trucking the material in, it will be our own trucking that will bring the material in. Attorney O’Connor said that it will not be a third party, the employees will be local people. Supervisor Lucia said that this is going to be a 24 hour a day business and wanted to know what the possibility was of trucks sitting outside and idling all night. Mr. Petruzzo said that doesn’t happen anymore, there is DEC coding, drivers have cards that have to be swiped and they know everything. Attorney O’Connor said that the loading and unloading of trucks will take place within the building and there should be enough room for the fleet.

Councilman Major said that Council Brown said that you had a permit for 200 tons. Mr. Petruzzo said no that is still pending. Councilman Major said that if he goes to page two there is a permit there that was issued back in 1997 that is for 250 tons a day. Councilman Major wants to know if that permit has expired. Mr. Petruzzo states that it has not. Councilman Major wanted to know why he is reapplying for the permit. Mr. Petruzzo said that it was because it is a different technology. Attorney O’Connor said that he was not sure if this permit had expired and that he will produce the permits that they have and have them ready for when they get to the public hearing. Councilman Saunders thinks that the Town Board needs to see all the permits that are active on that property.

Councilman Major said that Mr. Petruzzo is applying for a variance under a moratorium so he will need to prove to us that there is a hardship. Councilman Major refers to the letter where they state that this is not a new use and he would like know how Mr. Petruzzo would you argue that it is or isn’t? Attorney O’Connor said that the property has been used as a composting facility for approximately 15-20 years and this is the same use as what’s there right now. The only difference between the present and what we are proposing is that we are bringing it indoors. This material has a 55 day cycle. It is clearly a composting operation. 

 Councilman Major said that under the composting definition, the types of  waste that Mr. Petruzzo is currently applying to compost is not a new use? Attorney O’Connor said that the Town does not have a definition for composting facility in its present coordinates. He said that the current definition is not limited to particular materials. Councilman Major said that under our definition, it is not specified, so that is why this project claims that it is not a new use. Supervisor Lucia said that the prior question was why aren’t you still under the 250 day permit and you replied it was a different technology. Attorney O’Connor states that it was a DEC permit and you have to show your source of raw material and you have to show your process and this permit does not get flipped to another project. They are very specific in there process, therefore you have to reapply for a different material. That is why this permit is not applicable for this project. Attorney O’Connor said that the second answer to his question is not related to the DEC permit but to the Town permit and it is related to zoning and land use. He states that we don’t have a definition in the ordinance but yet the Town allows composting facility’s. Attorney O’Connor said they have composting operations there under present permits. Councilman Major said that is what he was asking, because he has been composting certain materials and he is trying to understand how they are proposing to the Town that it is not a new use. Councilman Major said that bringing in the waste that you propose to bring in is not a new use. Attorney O’Connor said the operation of a composting facility on that site is not a new use. He states that the material is not the same as what is presently being composted on the site.

Councilman Saunders said that under the umbrella of  composting you have different levels of technology that you have to go through DEC and get certified to get? Mr. Petruzzo said that DEC has just finished rewriting Part 360, it has taken them about 10 years and in this process they have included all the advanced technology that is out there today. 

Councilman Saunders said that one of his  goals of being on this council is to know what the end product is, of the what the companies have, that want to be a part of this community. He said that the Town had great relationship that with International Paper until it soured toward the end and the Town has another company here that is big in this community.  Councilman Saunders said that he heard the terminology called “Host Benefits” and he would like to see future business show what they can do for this community. Mr.Petruzzo said that he has no IDA, no bonds, no SEDC, he is not in the Empire zone. Councilman Saunders said that, that does not benefit the Town. Mr. Petruzzo said so the Tax Revenue doesn’t benefit the Town? Councilman Saunders said most certainly it does, however past history shows that in a few years you may come down and complain about your assessment and where does that leave the Town again. Councilman Saunders suggests that in the package Mr. Petruzzo presents, that maybe there be some host benefits.

Attorney O’Connor would like to know what the logic of this is, he wants to know where the burden is on the Town, and how does councilman Saunders anticipate that this is going to cost the Town Of Corinth. Councilman Saunders said that he is talking about a system that has been put in place in this community. Where the community continually has to absorb the  burden of these companies that come in and do great until their livelihood has dissipated. Attorney O’Connor said that they are not asking the Town to build roads , put in sewer systems and they are not adding kids to our schools. The Bedminster project is bringing in a business with a capitol of about 8 million dollars, a good part of which will add to the tax base. There will be a number of decent jobs for on-site operation. Attorney O’Connor said that he does not see what is coming out of the Town. Attorney O’Connor said that they had a business there in 1993 that never got off the ground and they have been paying taxes on it ever since. Councilman Saunders said there are a number of citizens that would assume the increase in their taxes and get the revenue from their homes. Councilman Saunders said is just suggesting that Mr. Petruzzo look at what the Town has to do here and what it costs the Town to get rid of trash. Mr. Petruzzo said that he has spoke with Supervisor Lucia about this. It is a project if given the opportunity will become part of the community. Mr. Petruzzo said people ask him why he has to bring trash in from downstate, and the answer is that it is about economics. From a business stand point being able to work with the host communities and offer them the fair shake on an operation, not only about the dollar but to get to the point like on Nantucket where the community recycles 84% of the garbage manufactured. Mr. Petruzzo believes that if he can integrate his business with the community not only will it save the Town money, but he can integrate in with education for the kids. He said that the Town Of Corinth has approximately 10 tons a day of waste. Supervisor Lucia said that currently it is 12 tons. Mr.Petruzzo said that that number is 14% of the MSW of his project. That’s a big chunk and if we can integrate a couple of the other communities we can add jobs.

Councilman Brown said that the internet has a lot of information and said he would like to know if it is true that Mr. Petruzzo is being paid huge amounts of money by the Bedminster Corporation for a fully permitted site in Saratoga County. Councilman Brown wants to know if Mr. Petruzzo is going to own this after. Mr. Petruzzo said that at this point he can’t talk about the actual dollar numbers in the partnership, but that all of this is in jeopardy and changing because this is a development process that requires a procedure to get funding and financing. Mr.Petruzzo said that he will be the player; he is not going any place. He said that he has a fifty lot subdivision, where he has 36 homes left to sell, he said that he not going anyplace from down the street, and he appreciates what ” they want to do” but, he is not them, he has been here and  he is going to stay here, no matter what he is not going anyplace. Mr. Petruzzo said that there will be some sort of integration with partners funding , he does not have that kind of capitol.

Chairperson, Louise Reed asked Mr. Petruzzo if he had three parcels down there, if he did, which parcel is he looking to put this project on. There appears to be some discrepancy in the paperwork. Mr. Petruzzo said that he did not own an 11 or 6 acre site, and the project is actually going to be on a 77 acre site. Chairperson, Louise Reed asked Attorney O’Connor if when he gets Councilman Saunders the applications from DEC, if he would please include the BUD’S with them and get a copy to her too.

Councilman Major wants to know if they can summarize here because he feels that they are getting into some Planning Board decisions. He wants to be clear about what is in front of this Board. Councilman Major wants to be clear that the Town Board is going to make a determination on whether to grant a variance under the moratorium or not. Attorney Hafner said that they needed to take a step back. What the Town Board had set up, was a chance to hear what Mr.Petruzzo has to say. Attorney Hafner said that the Town Board would not be making a decision today.The Town Board would need time to review the information first. He also said that the Town Board may decide they need more time to review. The Town Board may need additional information, they may decide not to consider possibly granting the variance, or the Town Board may decide to set up a public hearing and must give at least 5 days notice, once the public hearing is closed the Town Board will make a decision within 30 days. Attorney Hafner said that when he was speaking with Supervisor Lucia, they felt that there is a lot to synthesize here and the Board would need to revisit this at another hearing. Attorney O’Connor said that if any one else had any additional question that they should get them to Attorney Hafner. Attorney Hafner will get them to Attorney O’Connor.   Attorney O’Connor said that it is okay for any Board members to come down and visit the project site.

Attorney Hafner said that just as a reminder to the Town Board they should not go in groups of more than two, otherwise it is considered a quorum. Attorney Hafner requested that Attorney O’Connor tell him the date of the letter that Attorney O’Connor had sent to him so he could get it to the Supervisor and the Board members.

Attorney O’Connor said that they would like to continue to keep the line of communication open and would like to continue with their open houses.

RESOLUTION #118 MEETING ALL FIVE THURSDAYS IN THE MONTH OF MARCH

Supervisor Lucia said that there are 5 Thursday’s in the month of March and he would like to request that the Board meets on all 5 days. A motion was made by Councilman Major and seconded by Councilman Brown and the following resolution was 

ADOPTED 
Ayes 5 Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes, and Saunders



Nays 0

Resolved that the Corinth Town Board will meet on all five Thursdays this month of March, 2006.

Supervisor Lucia said that they need to get up on the assessments with Maryellen Pierce, the Town Assessor, he would like to get Mark Schafner to a workshop (Attorney Hafners’ Partner).

Councilman Byrnes said that the Town Board needs to find time to meet with the Village board so that we can look at the local development corporation, so that we can make a decision one way or another. This local development corporation has to be established for one year before we can even start getting grants. Councilman Byrnes feels that the longer we delay the more of an impact against the community it has.

Town Clerk Rose Farr wanted to know when they are going to do the computer workshop. Supervisor Lucia stated that the computer workshop needed to be done before April 7th.

With no further business, on Motion of Councilman Brown and seconded by councilman Major, the meeting Adjourned at 6:15 pm. Carried unanimously.









Respectfully Submitted,









Cheri Sullivan









Deputy Town Clerk
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