April 13, 2006

The Town Board of the Town of Corinth held a regular meeting on April 13, 2006 at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall.

  Present:  
Richard Lucia, Supervisor 



Charles Brown, Councilman
Edward Byrnes, Councilman

Mitch Saunders, Councilman

Robert Hafner, Town Attorney

Rose E. Farr, Town Clerk



Cheri Sullivan, Deputy Town Clerk


Fred Mann, Jr., Code Enforcement Officer



Doug Smead, Code Enforcement Officer



Shawn Eggleston, Deputy Highway Superintendent



Louise Reed, Planning Board Chairperson

Excused:  Harry Plummer, Highway Superintendent- Vacation,   


       John Major, Councilman- Illness
Public Present:  Mary Baugh, Gayle Swinburne, Jim Murray Sr., Robert Eggleston, Arleen Springer, Leif Sandwick, Russell Melville, Alvey Wood, Edwin Eggleston, Jay Emery, Barbara Weatherwax, Robert Kelly, Eleanor Kelly, Tim Jordan, Dianna Jordan, Joyce Day, Carroll Odgen, Ginny Ogden, Charles Weatherwax, Russell Springer, Tim Murphy, Mary Murphy, Joyce LaComb, Chris Ross, Meredith Smith- LA Group 

RESOLUTION #129 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Councilman Saunders, seconded by Councilman Brown, and the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes
4 Lucia, Brown, Byrnes, and Saunders



Nays
0

Resolved that the minutes for March 2nd, 9th, 16th, 19th, 23rd and 30th, 2006 be approved.

RESOLUTION #130

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS

A motion was made by Councilman Brown, seconded by Councilman Byrnes, and the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes  4  Lucia, Brown, Byrnes and Saunders



Nays  0

Resolved that the abstracts of March 2nd and 23rd be approved as follows:

March 2, 2006




March 23, 2006

A
-
$36,467.44



A   -
$105,889.51

B
-
$7,253.98



B   -
$ 11,334.54 






                               DA-   $187.27

DB
-
$ 14,895.67



DB-   $46,361.01

TA
-         $ 18,981.35



SL -
$569.78

Scenic Train- $10,274.81



SW-   $3,904.25








TA-    $3,662.70






 

SUPERVISOR

Supervisor Lucia stated that the following are on file in his office:

Joint meeting – April 19th at 6:00 pm with the Town and Village at the Firehouse for a presentation on LDC


4-H Fishing Tournament- Saturday May 6th, 7:00 am-11: 30 am Middle Line Road, Ballston Spa

Adelphia Bankruptcy Notice- Bankruptcy hearings have been adjourned again until May 31st 2006 at 2:00 pm.

Adelphia Check- The Town has received revenue from the franchise in the amount of 19,673.58. Supervisor Lucia said that the Town receives these checks twice a year.

RESOLUTION #131

APPOINTMENT TO THE BOARD OF REVIEW

A motion was made by Councilman Brown, seconded by Councilman Saunders, and the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes  4  Lucia, Brown, Byrnes and Saunders



Nays  0

Resolved that the Rexford Moon, Jr. be reappointed to the Board of Assessment Review for a period of 5 years. (October 1, 2005-September 30, 2010)

April Parent Newsletter

Barry Swartz Letter- Thank you note for passing the Resolution on the Collateral Resource Bill. Supervisor Lucia also received a letter from Assembly Woman Theresa Sayward saying thank you.

Bid for the Senior Van- Supervisor Lucia that we have received a Bid for the Senior Van from the Hadley-Luzerne Consolidated Fire District. Supervisor Lucia said that he checked with the Town Attorney to see if the Town Of Corinth could accept this bid. The Town Attorney said that the Town could because it has followed the legal procedural process.

A member of the Public asks why we can’t give it to the Fire Department. Supervisor Lucia said because it is not the Town Of Corinth’s Fire Department. Councilman Byrnes wanted to know how long we have been trying to sell this van. Supervisor Lucia said that it has been over one year. Shawn Eggleston said that it was not doing the Van any good sitting outside in the elements.

The Bid is read by Deputy Town Clerk.

RESOLUTION #132

APPROVAL OF BID FOR SENOIR VAN

A motion was made by Councilman Brown, seconded by Councilman Byrnes, and the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes  4  Lucia, Brown, Byrnes and Saunders



Nays  0

Resolved that the Town Of Corinth accept the bid for the senior van from the Luzerne-Hadley Consolidated Fire District in the amount of 3,500.00

Booklet Council of arts-

Casin’ the Basin-

CHA Proposal- Supervisor Lucia said that Clough Harbour engineers are monitoring the landfill for the Town. Supervisor Lucia said that last year the tests from the landfill came in good enough so that we only need to test twice a year. Supervisor Lucia said that the Town was previously paying over $20,000 a year. Supervisor Lucia said that the monitoring fees for 2006 were only $11,500, so CHA with their proposal had saved the Town a lot of money.

RESOLUTION #133

APPROVAL OF MOTION TO ACCEPT CHA PROPOSAL

A motion was made by Councilman Brown, seconded by Councilman Saunders, and the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes  4  Lucia, Brown, Byrnes and Saunders



Nays  0

Resolved that the Town Of Corinth accepts the proposal from CHA to continue environmental monitoring at the Town Of Corinth Landfill for the 2006 Calendar year.

Conservation Connection-

Corinth Parkland Committee Minutes-

Friday Afternoon Holiday- Supervisor Lucia said that the Town Office would be closing at 12:00pm on Friday in observance of the Holiday.

Honor a Deceased Veteran- On Tuesday April 18th at 2:00pm Nathan Brown will be the Veteran honored, at 40 McMaster Street in Saratoga. Supervisor Lucia said that he has been asked to be the Master of Ceremony and that he is very honored. Supervisor Lucia said that he is also very proud of our Post 533 that is there every month raising and lowering the flag.

HUD Voucher Receipt-

Hudson Valley College Report-

LA Group Elder Cottages- Meredith Smith from LA Group was present to discuss the zoning amendment to the Elder Cottage. The proposed changes that she has made from last weeks meetings are as follows:
1) the last bullet under use limitations


2) under removal requirements bullet #2


3) on the last page #’s 7 & 8 which are right from the text of the zoning application.

Attorney Hafner said he had three questions for her since he was not at last weeks meeting. 



1) He asked about the first addition that she added with the reciprocal, and questioned, that the Town is now going to allow a younger person to live in the house.

Meredith said that at last week’s meeting it was discussed, and the Board felt that, in that situation, it should be reversible as long as the situation is still temporary. Attorney Hafner said that in the removal, where it says, that the Elder cottage be removed 90 days after the death or permanent change of residence of the original occupant or occupants of the Elder cottage. Meredith said that she would change that.



2) Attorney Hafner asked if the Town had standards to regulate the decommission of the septic standards. Code Enforcement Officer Fred Mann said this was also discussed at the last meeting. Everyone agreed that when the occupant is done with the temporary housing the septic should be filled in with either sand or cement. Attorney Hafner said that these are our standards right.  Meredith said that they were the Town standards, but that also DEC has standards of their own.



3) Attorney Hafner also questions the preexisting structures” if it’s no longer to be used as it’s original intent”. Meredith said that if something was brought to the attention of the Town Board that someone is using the Elder cottage for something other that what it was intended for that the individual would have to come in to renew the Elder cottage permit or subdivide. Attorney Hafner said that he feels that the word” remove “should be included there and wants to know if there was any grand fathering. He said that if there were an automatic grand fathering then they would not need the word “remove”.

Louise Reed Planning Board chairperson refers to the change on the size of the Elder cottage where it says that it shall not exceed 600 ft.

She wants to know if Meredith has changed the size or if that size is going to stay. Meredith said that 600sq ft is about the average size of a large singlewide mobile home and 140 sq ft is what the Town considers to be less than a structure. Meredith said they felt that anything less than 140sq ft should be considered unlivable and that for this purpose, that 600sq ft should be ample space. Chairperson Louise Reed said that she does not think that 600sq ft is big enough. She said that if you take a mobile home that is 12 x 70 that gives one 840 sq ft. Code Enforcement officer Fred Mann said that he’s discussed that too. He doesn’t feel that 600 sq ft is big enough, and doesn’t know if you were to put a bathroom and a bedroom in, if there would be enough room for much of anything else. Mr. Mann said that maybe that number should be about 900 sq ft. He said the only mobile homes that are smaller than that are the older ones. Louise Reed and Fred Mann suggested making the maximum size 1000 sq ft.  Fred Mann, Code enforcement Officer said he feels that the minimum size should be more than the 140 sq ft. Meredith feels that they should keep the 140 sq ft because that is the Town’s parameters for requiring a building permit.

Councilman Saunders questioned if there was anything determined on the lot size. Meredith said they haven’t, because of the varying lot size requirements, and under zoning it gets very tricky. Councilman Saunders asked Code Enforcement Officer Fred Mann if the limit was going to be 40,000 sq ft. Fred Mann said there would be some places, but you will have to look at the situation. If it were less, the Town would have to look at it and possibly send the applicant for a variance. Councilman Saunders said when the Town has homes that are valued at 200,000 and up, that when you start sliding in singlewides, he can just imagine what is going to happen to the value of that property. Meredith said that is why she put in # 7 on the last page, which is the application for Elder Cottages “ where it refers to any undesirable changes to the character of the neighborhood”.

Councilman Saunders wanted to know where we seek input from those individuals that have homes like this. Do we seek it at the public hearing on the elder cottages or does it come before the Zoning Board or Planning Board. Meredith said that it comes before the Planning Board and it goes through the same process as any site plan review.

 Councilman Saunders said that there was some concern at the last meeting on the purpose of an Elder Cottage and wants to know if that was addressed. Meredith said not directly, however, she did not feel there should be any type of weight put on any specific application, and again that is also part of the reason for questions 7 and 8. Councilman Saunders said if the Town Board went with just the medical, which would be too restrictive and could get us in trouble. Meredith said that to do it the other way would be far too subjective, and the details come out in the individual hearings. Councilman Saunders said that he understands, however, if it is just the financial burden, then he goes back to these 200,000 dollar homes. Barbara Weatherwax said she agrees with Councilman Saunders that perhaps it should be a stipulated fact that it needs to be based on other needs other than just financial. Councilman Saunders said that would need to be brought up at the public hearing. Leif Sandwick said he feels the only problem with that is, that if that neighbor next store is not a good neighbor then the other neighbors can beat him to death. He feels that it should just go before the Planning board and let that Board make the decision and forget about rewriting the law.

Attorney Hafner wants to know if this is the precise language that the Town Board is accepting, with the changes that were made tonight. Supervisor Lucia said yes. Attorney Hafner asked if the Town Board needed to give notification to the County Planning Board about these changes and zoning amendments. Meredith said yes, because it is a zoning amendment, but for Supplemental regs she does not think that we do. Attorney Hafner said because we are changing our Zoning he thinks that we have to notify these agencies and let them know that the Town is going to be Lead Agent. Attorney Hafner said being the lead agent needs to be included in the resolution. Meredith said the County has to have it for their meeting at the end of the month. Meredith said we need the County’s reply back before we can have the public hearing. Louise Reed said it also has to go before the Town Planning Board for their approval prior to also. Attorney Hafner said that was true, that the Town Board needed their recommendation also. Attorney Hafner said he would put together a resolution with Meredith and they would have it done before the next meeting.

Councilman Byrnes asked what happens in the mean time if an elder cottage comes before the Planning Board. Supervisor Lucia said that it would get handled the old way until the current changes are made. Attorney Hafner said that the old is valid until we get through this new process.

Letter from Caffrey and Flower Attorney’s- Attorney Hafner said he has talked with Code Enforcement Officer Fred Mann about that.

Mary Baugh asked who the Attorney’s Caffrey and Flower were. Supervisor Lucia said they were Arlene Springer’s Attorneys.

Letter Of Resignation- Supervisor Lucia said that with regret he accepts the letter from Grahame Champagne resigning as Chairman from the Town & Village of Corinth Joint Economic Development Committee due to career demands and health considerations.

Little League Parade- April 29th, 2006 at 10:30 am from Jessup’s Landing to the Little League Field

May 1st Public Information- Posters on the Corinth Rail Station Open House Monday May 1st 5:30 –8:00pm.

Medicare Program- Ad for open House for the Medicare program in regards to informational meeting held Monday April 24 At 6:00pm at the High School. Councilman Saunders said that he hopes that if there is a financial need, he hopes that we can come up with the money along with the Village and make it a joint effort. Barbara Weatherwax said she thought, what the Board decided at the last meeting was that they were not going to do this because there was already aid from the state. Supervisor Lucia said that was true however, what they are finding out is, the states program is not reaching out to the core of the community, and so we are going to reach out to them. These people are left bewildered. Councilman Saunders said that the Town Board’s decision would be made based on how many people attend the meeting. 

Morgan Estates Hearing- A Public Hearing for final application to be held on April 20th at 7:00pm. Supervisor Lucia said in the folder there is a copy of the letter that Fred Mann, Code enforcement Officer was looking for. Mr. Mann said that he received a summary letter today that answered all of the questions that were remaining, and that he was content with that.

Morgan Estates Letter-

NYSAC Report-

Rural Features-

Sales Tax- Supervisor Lucia said that the sales tax for the Month of March were 40,069.00 this Month compared to the 35,579 from last year.

Saratoga County Advisory Board-

Saratoga County Historical Society-

Saratoga County IDA-

Senior Sentinel-

Thank you Card- From the Burnham Family

Trails Committee Minutes-

VA Corner-

Viet Nam Moving Wall- Supervisor Lucia said that another big thing coming to Saratoga County is the Vietnam moving wall from June 8th to June 12th located in the Shenantaha Park on Eastline Road in Malta. Supervisor Lucia said the County is in need of Volunteers for when the “Wall “ comes to Saratoga County. Supervisor Lucia said two weeks ago there were only 50 volunteers from the whole county.

Village Board Minutes-

Varsity Basket Ball Team Presentation- 

Supervisor Lucia said it was an Honor to have all these special guests here tonight. He said it is an Honor for our community to be presented in such a way that people look up to these guests. They are our own citizens, students and our own future government officials. We proudly tonight, have the Corinth Boys Varsity Basketball Adirondack League Champions here. The camaraderie that these boys show with themselves and with their coaches is remarkable. They all are to be commended, they played fair and honestly and the Town is very proud of them tonight.

Supervisor Lucia and the Town Councilman handed out certificates of appreciation to all members, managers, coaches, players and scorekeepers of the Corinth Varsity Basketball Team. Councilman Saunders said he is very proud of them. They gave this community a lot to be proud of. They are a fine example to look up to, these boys, with all the respect that they have from the community. Supervisor Lucia thanked them for being the guys that they are and doing such a good job for their community.

The following reports are on file in the Supervisor’s office:  

Highway

Senior Citizens

Justices

Building

Planning

Zoning

Animal Control

Fire Department

Assessors



Town Clerk

TOWN BOARD

Councilman Brown said he has researched the cost of cots for emergency situations, which the Board had previously talked about. He said that Dick’s Sporting goods has cots priced @ $44.99 each. Councilman Brown said the Board had previously agreed that they would purchase 12. Edwin Eggleston questioned why the Town Board was only buying 12. Supervisor Lucia said the Town Board was only starting with 12 and that they would purchase more at a later date. Supervisor Lucia said the Town Board had submitted grant applications in order to purchase more.

RESOLUTION #134

APPROVAL OF MOTION TO PURCHASE 12 TWELVE COTS FOR EMERGENCY SITUATIONS

A motion was made by Councilman Brown, seconded by Councilman Saunders, and the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes  4  Lucia, Brown, Byrnes and Saunders



Nays  0

Resolved that the Town Of Corinth accepts to purchase 12 twelve cots @ $44.99 for emergency purposes from Dick’s Sporting good store.

Town Clerk

Town Clerk Rose Farr said she wanted to mention that the Town Clerk’s Office will be closed from Sunday April 23rd through Wednesday April 26th till 2:00pm.

TOWN ATTORNEY

Town Attorney Bob Hafner said that the Town is coming close to the end of the Passerelli subdivision. His office has received the proposed deeds and maps. He said that he would go over these with Highway Superintendent, Harry Plummer and make sure that it is what Harry has agreed to. Attorney Hafner said that he would come to the next meeting with the proposed resolution for the Town Board to consider accepting the dedication of the road. Attorney Hafner said with the dedication of the road and where the Town is going with the water district, that when these are complete the project should be done. At that point the Town can release the rest of their letter of credit. Supervisor Lucia said that he got the paperwork today to release today part of the letter of credit that was agreed on at the last meeting. 

TOWN HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Shawn Eggleston said the only thing he had for the Town Board was the sand pit. He wanted to know if the Town had gotten any farther with it. Supervisor Lucia said the Town couldn’t give it away; it had to be sold at fair market value. Councilman Saunders wanted to know who determines the fair market value and how it’s determined. Attorney Hafner said the Board does, based on what is reasonable and from that the Town Board fairly estimates the value. Attorney Hafner said the Town Board could get quotes from three other places, then compare them to what the Highway superintendent has come up with. Councilman Saunders said his understanding was that it was going to cost the Town money to get rid of the sand. Councilman Byrnes said maybe they could contact other sandpits and see what they are doing, because they must have the same issues as this Town.

Leif Sandwick said the only thing that is costing the Town Money is to have a guy in the machine loading the fill; therefore, he feels that the Town’s price of $10.00 a load is fair. Supervisor Lucia said the problem was that the Town was selling it for one price and the people that were buying for that price were turning it around and selling for a higher price. Councilman Saunders said the Town could not do anything about that. Attorney Hafner said that would be an estimate of the fair market value. Attorney Hafner said the Board has a pretty broad discretion determining the fair market value. Councilman Saunders said he felt that the Board should take action on this instead of making Harry Plummer wait. He said that it was a benefit to the community.

 Supervisor Lucia said the Town Board should wait for Harry Plummer to return from vacation to decide on this. Councilman Byrnes agrees that the Board should wait for Harry to return before they make a decision, because there are complaints out there and the Board needs to make sure that they get it right. Councilman Saunders asked Jay Emery what his thoughts are on this subject. Jay Emery said it doesn’t make a difference what the Town charges because as long as he pays the Town what it charges, then it should not matter if he goes down the road and charges more for that same load.

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

Fred Mann said that there are a few things to address. One was the illegal driveways that are on rte 9n. These have been previously discussed with the Board. Code Enforcement Officer, Fred Mann reads the letters that were written to the people that are in violation from the State of New York Department of Transportation. Letters read as follows:
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State of New York
Department of Transportation
328 State Street
Schenectady, N.Y. 12305

Thomas C. Wemer, P.E. Thomas Madison, Jr.
Regional Director Acting Commissioner
April 4, 2006

Ms. Patrica Montesi
61 Locust Ridge
Corinth, N.Y. 12822
Attn:

RE: ILLEGAL DRIVEWAY ON RT.9N, RM. 2100-01, TOWN OF CORINTH.

Dear Ms. Montesi;

Your presently constructed driveway with access on Rt.9n has been deemed illegal. Although you had a vailid

New York State Highway Work Permit, the driveway is in violation of the Town of Corinth Planning Board. This
driveway is in violation of the Town of Corinth approved review of the Locust Ridge subdivision which does not
allow your parcel to access Rt.9n .

You are being put on notice that you have until June 1, 2006 to remove the illegal driveway along Rt.9n. This work
will include extending your Work Permit from this office to remove the crushed stone, grading and replacing with
top soil and seeding the area within the Right of Way. Failure to comply with this request will necessitate legal
action by the Department of Transportation

Any questions regarding this matter maybe directed to me by calling the Residency @ 584-3790.

Sincerely;
\

e

Jay Jancz@ Residen
N.Y.S.D.01" Saratog:

Ce: D. Gabriel, Resident Engineer Saratoga County
C. Rachner, Attorney for the Town of Corinth
F. Mann, Code Enforcement Town of Corinth
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State of New York
Department of Transportation
328 State Street
Schenectady, N.Y. 12305

Thomas C. Werner, P.E. Thomas Madison, Jr.
Regional Director Acting Commissioner

April 4, 2006

Mr. John Williams
67 Locust Ridge
Corinth, N.Y. 12822
Attn:

RE: ILLEGAL DRIVEWAY ON RT.9N, RM. 2100-01, TOWN OF CORINTH.

Dear Mr. Williams;

You are being Pput on notice that you have until June 1,2006 to remove the illegal driveway along Rt.9n. This work
will include obtaining a Work Permit from this office to remove the crushed stone, grading and replacing with top
soil and seeding the area with the Right of Way. Failure to comply with this request will necessitate legal action by
the Department of Transportation

Any questions regarding this matter maybe directed to me by calling the Residency @ 584-3790.

Sincerely;

akNA ghident Engineer
N.Y.SD.O.T. Saratoga County

Cc: D. Gabriel, Resident Engineer Saratoga County
C. Rachner, Attorney for the Town of Corinth
F. Mann, Code Enforcement Town of Corinth




CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
Code Enforcement Officer, Fred Mann said he had spoke with Lisa Pagen from the Department of Health in Glens Falls. She said that on April 7th they lifted the ban on the water in Brignolas’ Trailer park. Mr. Mann said at this point he has nothing in writing but Lisa Pagen said that she would get a letter to him by Monday.

Code Enforcement Officer, Fred Mann said in regards to the Cathy Carlton Trial, for the trailer up on Minor Road, their Attorney has moved the Trial to May 2nd at their request.

Councilman Byrnes said at the Brignola Trailer park there are other issues going on, those still need to be resolved.
Code Enforcement Officer Fred Mann said the septic is an issue and there are many things that the Town needs to do with Brignola before that park can be brought up to code. Fred Mann said the lady from the Department of Health gave him another woman in which to contact for the septic issue. Supervisor Lucia asked if the hearing had ever occurred yet. Code Enforcement Officer, Fred Mann said his secretary Linda Hamm was on the phone with the woman when he left this morning so he could not answer that question.

RESOLUTION #135

APPROVAL OF MOTION TO ACCEPT SUPERVISORS MONTHLY REPORT

A motion was made by Councilman Brown, seconded by Councilman Byrnes, and the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes  4  Lucia, Brown, Byrnes and Saunders



Nays  0

Resolved that the Town Of Corinth Town Board accepts as presented the Supervisors monthly financial report.

PUBLIC
Barbara Weatherwax said she has another 87 letters that have to do with writing the laws for the moratorium and another 110 letters, against the variance for the landfill at the IP site. Barbara Weatherwax said she will give them to the Town Clerk Rose Farr and she can take care of them. Supervisor Lucia asked if these were in addition to the ones the Town Presently has. Barbara Weatherwax said these letters are all new.

Barbara Weatherwax said she hoped that each of the Board members was getting their copies of these letters. Mrs. Weatherwax had heard that they were just signing for them and not looking to see what they are. She said she was hoping that they are keeping track of the count so that they can see how many people are responding to the Boards request for information. Barbara Weatherwax said she was going to be handing the Board members a copy of the letter that she is going to be reading. The letter is about the Nina, Wisconsin incident that relates to the Philmet Industry. Barbara Weatherwax said also, she has information regarding Petruzzo, and what he has on his website that verifies the fact that he had a 25 year contract established. She said he has intentions to do 400 tons, which is double of what he applied for with DEC. Barbara Weatherwax said she sent a copy to DEC. She spoke with Walter Haynes and he just kinda chuckled and said that it was sales talk and did not feel that it was actually valid. Barbara said she did not find it very funny.

Barbara Weatherwax said she also has a series of articles about the Nantucket facility and the financial disaster that is being reflected back onto the community. Barbara Weatherwax also said the end product is so polluted that they are just stock piling it because they can’t get rid of it. It is causing a tremendous amount of problems in the community and the community wants to take it back themselves. Barbara Weatherwax said she is happy to know that the Town of Corinth has their own landfill and she hopes that it always stays that way.

Barbara Weatherwax said in regards to the writing of the laws, she has been to both of the meetings that have been here. Barbara Weatherwax said the LA Group said the Town is going to be regulating industry. Barbara Weatherwax said Meredith believed that the Town should not focus just on the industry that is presently before them, but that the Town should look down the road for regulating any industry that should try to walk into our Town. Mrs. Weatherwax said she had a few thoughts on this matter. One was that this Town has been targeted since at least 2004, in 2005 SEDC brought in Philmet and their gasification plant and their immediate action is to get use of the landfill. Barbara Weatherwax said with the moratorium in effect, that she feels strongly that the Town needs to look at what we are presently facing, but also what we will face in the future. She said the trash industries focal point is on Towns that do not have laws on the book. Barbara Weatherwax said we want to protect ourselves from businesses that run the risk of public health, welfare and safety. Mrs. Weatherwax mentioned a list of restrictions that she would like to see on our books, such as the following; uses that may be obnoxious, injurious or result in the emission of odor, dust, smoke, reused matter, noise, fumes, vibrations or similar conditions, or that is dangerous or disturbing to the comfort, peace and enjoyment or health and safety of the community. Mrs. Weatherwax said this statement is on the books in another community, and written just like that. She also said Saratoga Springs has a law on their books regarding truck traffic routing that she feels our Town Board should look at.

Barbara Weatherwax said we would need to prohibit industry that creates a nuisance to air, water and land. Nuisances such as hours of operation and lighting must be regulated because there is so much residential around. She said trash industry such as waste to energy, burn plants, waste incineration, sludge processing and storage and other industry that seeks to process or burn waste cannot really be regulated, and it must be prohibited.

Councilman Saunders said he had a couple of questions for Mrs. Weatherwax. Councilman Saunders said with all those restrictions that she just mentioned, what industry is going to be suitable. Mrs. Weatherwax said there are lots of industries that could work within the confines of what she mentioned. Mrs. Weatherwax said these restrictions are standard restrictions that people have on their books so that, if there are these problems, they have some recourse and they enable you to have control of the industries and they don’t have control of you. Councilman Saunders again asked her what type of industry is she talking about. Mrs. Weatherwax said she had not gotten that far yet, she is just trying to get some laws on the books right now. Councilman Saunders said he just wants to know where she is going with this. Mrs. Weatherwax said when the Town gets the laws on the books and we are protected from trash industry then we would start talking about that. Councilman Saunders said so what you are saying is, that the moratorium that the Town has in place right now, is not going to satisfy your needs, am I understanding that right? Mrs. Weatherwax said the moratorium would be the description. Councilman Saunders said so the moratorium and the way that it stands right now would be the stepping stone and then you would want to come back and ad more? Mrs. Weatherwax said trash industry has to be handled in a certain way and all the other industry can be regulated. Councilman Saunders said if we take the moratorium just as it stands and put it in our zoning laws, where does she want us to go with it next? Mrs. Weatherwax said that next we go for clean environmental industries, which are out there. Councilman Saunders said he sees that she has done enough research on why not to go with this type of industry, and wants to know what type of research she has done on the type of industry that we want to put in. Mrs. Weatherwax handed her papers out to the Board members.

Supervisor Lucia said at the last minute this afternoon he received a copy of the Library 2005 report and he has not had a chance yet to get copies made.

Supervisor Lucia said he received something else in the mail today; it is one of those things that make the job worth doing. It was a letter from the 6Th grade class in Corinth. It was for the school newspaper that they were doing, along with their first news article. Supervisor Lucia said there was a thank you note from each of the kids in that class.

Supervisor Lucia said two days ago he received a phone call from a gentleman named Bill Madden and that he wanted to talk to Village Mayor Brad Winslow and himself along with Councilman Charlie Brown. Supervisor Lucia said what they found out was that this gentleman was the new Public Relations man for Philmet and he wanted to have more meetings with them. Supervisor Lucia told him they could all meet again but it would have to be done at a workshop meeting. Supervisor Lucia said it was basically the same thing that Philmet has been looking for, a variance, for the landfill. And again, that there are some really good things coming down the road but that Philmet could not disclose anything because of the legal implications with discloser. 

Tim Murphy questioned Councilman Saunders on what Councilman Saunders asked of Mrs. Weatherwax, on what other industries are out there, and Tim Murphy wants to know if Councilman Saunders has asked SEDC that question. Councilman Saunders said he had not. Mr. Murphy said every year there is a survey that is put out on industries that are panning to expand. He wants to know if SEDC has a brochure to give to these companies on the empire zone in Corinth. Supervisor Lucia said he knows that SEDC does have a program for the empire zone and they are talking to industries about it. Councilman Byrnes said that SEDC does have a brochure for the Town because he has seen it, about one year ago, when he went down there with the Joint economic development committee.  Mary Baugh asked if SEDC had given it to any body other than ref fuel and other trash industries. Councilman Byrnes said he went down with the JEDC and they handed it out to those members. He would assume that it would be handed out to others with any interest. Mr. Murphy said he feels that it would be to the Towns advantage to know what their marketing plans are for this site. Mr. Murphy also wants to know if this Mr. Madden is an employee of Philmet or if he is an employee of a public relations firm that works for Philmet. Supervisor Lucia said that he told them at the meeting that he was a partner of Philmet. He said he was a real estate developer that is currently working on local projects with Grand Union and Saratoga Hospital and another project in Westchester County.

Leif Sandwick asked the Town Board if anyone had read the Post- Star paper today and seen the article about the landfill in Saratoga County. Mr. Sandwick said the article said that the landfill has been closed for 6 months. There was a gentleman that said that it was so serene out there that the only thing that he noticed was the smell from the putrid sludge, and that this is the stuff that these people want to bring in to this Town.

Jim Murray said he has information that might help out Councilman Saunders some. He said GE Research and Development Center, which is now the Global Technology Center. Jim Murray said Councilman Brown already has the contact number for the Global Technology Center, and that if you were to give them a call at this point and tell them who you are they might let you talk to the PhD’s, Engineers and those with the doctorates and such and let them answer his questions on gasification. Mr. Murray said he couldn’t give him that information, because when he retired he signed a confidentiality agreement, but they might be able to give it to Councilman Saunders.

Councilman Saunders said he wants to know whom DEC hires and if they have PHD’S, Doctorates and Engineers on their staff.  How are they making their decisions? Mr. Murray said DEC does have them on their staff, however, the problem is that out of 20,000 people they may have only 20 or 30 that are qualified with these degrees to answer these questions. Mr. Murray said the GE center probably has about 1,000. Councilman Byrnes said the problem is that a lot of people have scientific opinions verses scientific facts and that is where the Town needs to distinguish between the two.

Dianna Jordan said she is reading a book called “Toxic Sludge is good for you, Lies Dam Lies” and in it, it discusses all the Government Agencies. What it says is, that Government agencies are being pushed to put these things in areas because the sludge has become such an incredible problem. These agencies have admitted that it is not a good thing and there are incredible toxins in it but that they don’t know what else to do. Councilman Saunders said so what are we suppose to do with the landfill that we have had out here for so many years. The same landfill that we had received great accolades for covering with sludge. Does that mean that we are at risk and at risk for lawsuits?  He said NYS came in and certified the whole thing.  Dianna Jordan said it is saying in this book that they are being pressured, because there is so much sludge from trying to clean up stuff and the sludge is so much worse than their original end product that they have to do something with it. Dianna Jordan said according to the book they are lowering the standards to what’s allowed into the air in order to make it okay. Councilman Saunders said so what are they shutting down all the paper mills because a by-product is so dangerous. Dianna Jordan said no but the community doesn’t want something like this to come into Corinth, they just want the laws on the books to prevent it. Councilman Saunders said the problem is that they have to make a decision, and he understands their position and has seen all the documentation, but then you come to all the involved agencies that sit there and keep saying that it is a composting process and we have certified it. Councilman Saunders said they can agree to disagree, but from a legal standpoint the Board has to depend on people that can present legal facts. Dianna Jordan wants to know if Councilman Saunders is willing to put everyone’s health and welfare on the line. Councilman Saunders said he does not want to put anyone’s health at risk, but on the other hand when we have Government agencies that are saying that it is okay. He said he has sat in workshops where the LA Group has told us that we cannot ban this stuff. It is illegal to ban commerce. Dianna Jordan said in the book that she is reading it says that these companies that have Public Relations guys that can put such a spin on it that by the time they are done they can make it sound like it is not harmful.

Tim Murphy said he wants to talk about Councilman Saunders philosophy and says that it seems to him that Councilman Saunders is willing to sit back and let DEC and the EPA tell him what is good for him. He is willing to accept their decisions because they have the engineers and so on. He asks Councilman Saunders to explain his philosophy. Councilman Saunders said he has to make a vote, and wants to know if would be smart of him to get all the facts that he needs to make that vote.  Mr. Murphy said yes if he does it correctly. Mr. Murphy said what he sees is that Councilman Saunders is rejecting the information that they are presenting to him. Mr. Murphy said you are telling me that you are willing to accept with a grain of salt any information that an expert is wiling to give you. Councilman Saunders replied he absolutely does not. Councilman Saunders said he keeps hearing meeting after meeting that this is the worse stuff out there, but then there is a gentleman that comes before us that has all the certification that he needs and all of the documentation from the State. Then DEC says that they see nothing wrong with what he’s doing. On the other hand what hear from the La Group is that you can take this industry and put it in a specific area but that you cannot ban.

Supervisor Lucia said what the Town Board is trying to do is gather all our own people ie..Town Attorney and Engineers together to gather all the facts that we can and we are very diligent working on these things.

Mary Baugh said if there is any doubt in anyone’s mind about the ill health effects of what this can do for any body who lives in Corinth you’re vote has to be not Trash industry, she just wants the Town Board to put the laws on the books so that there can be no trash industry. Mary Baugh said she would like to respectfully request that Mr. Lucia advise the Town Lawyer Mr. Hafner to start writing the laws of zoning that will prevent the trash industry from coming to Corinth. Mary Baugh is sure that Mr. Hafner will follow the wording from the moratorium. Regulating the trash industries will not work and this has been proven in other communities that have tried. The trash industry will do as they want and they have billions of dollars to do that.  Mary Baugh said the only way to keep the trash industry out of Corinth is to prevent them from coming in, in the first place. She said other communities have kept the trash industries out and been successful at it.  Mary Baugh said people have a right to protect their health, safety and welfare. She does not want the Board to be swayed by others such as Mr. Nolan and Mr. Sweeney.  Mary Baugh said it is great that the Town has committees to help them gather information and research, however it is lawyers that write laws, not committees.  Mary Baugh asked the Town Board to direct Mr. Hafner to start writing these laws to protect the people of Corinth.  Supervisor Lucia first responds by saying that he does not believe that Mr. Nolan or Mr. Sweeney have been to one of the Town Board meetings, nor does he have conversations with them about what is going on in Corinth. Supervisor Lucia said that for the record he knows it has been published a couple of times that himself and Mr. Sweeney have had conversations, but he is saying that they have never happened.

Supervisor Lucia asked if there was anyone else that would like to speak. Mary Baugh said she had asked Supervisor Lucia a question and would like an answer and would like to know if he was going to do it.  Supervisor Lucia said he would not do it at this moment. Mary Baugh wanted to know why not.  Supervisor Lucia said this was a public comment time. The Town Board is listening to the people and they will take what she has said into consideration.

Mr. Kelley said he feels that the Town Board should stand-alone. Mr. Kelley said the Town Board should not believe everything that the higher-ups tell the Town Board. He feels the Town Board should write new rules and regulations that have “teeth “ in them, so that when a business comes in, the Town has the option to accept or deny their application.  Supervisor Lucia asked what higher-ups he was referring to.  Mr. Kelley said he was talking about DEC and EPA.

Ginny Ogden said at every meeting she has been at, the public asks questions that never get answered. She said when they ask how the laws are coming the answer is” that we are working on it”. Ginny Ogden said she wants to know what the Town Board is working on, is the Board banning all sludge, waste of any kind, trash. Is the Town Board considering special –use permits, variances or trying to plan to regulate the trash industry. Ginny Ogden said it would really be foolish to try to entertain a lot of those thoughts, because the performance that you just had here; if you never have another thought in the world, just take a moment and look at that group of kids just in here and tell us that there can’t be any way of exposing them to what is really bad. Ginny Ogden said she hates to tell Councilman Saunders but sludge is really bad.  Councilman Saunders said he agrees with her 100% that sludge is bad. Ginny Ogden said she wants to know what direction the Town Board is going and what they are thinking. 

 Councilman Saunders said he can tell her where he is going, he is absorbing all the facts, he agrees with her, and everything that he hears from her group is that sludge is bad and trash is bad. Councilman Saunders said he was going to give his personal example again of when he lived in Huntsville, Alabama. He said that what they had was a huge trash plant, what they did there was burn, and turned it into energy that they shipped underground for 7 miles in tubes to the Red Stone Arsenal, which is one of the biggest Arsenals in the U.S. Councilman Saunders said they get all the energy to do this from the trash burn plant and said that Huntsville, Alabama is so successful at keeping the tax rates low because, they use this technology to bring in industry and keep it there with cheap energy. Councilman Saunders said we can say that trash is bad, he agrees, the concept of burning trash is bad, but the by-product from it, he has lived it. Councilman Saunders said Huntsville, Alabama is probably one of the biggest growing communities in the nation. Councilman Saunders said now you want to talk about paper sludge and how bad it is, and he wants to know how many mills are in the United States, and said that the by-product from these mills is what you

 Write on everyday.

Ginny Ogden said to Councilman Saunders he was not answering her question and her question was is, what way are you going with this are you going to ban are you going to give variances. Councilman Saunders said that she has asked what we are doing, and he said that the Town Board has had your partner here last week talking about environmental law, what you can do, what you can’t do, and where you are going to get in trouble. Councilman Saunders said he does not have that kind of education or that kind of knowledge so the Town Board goes out and pays for people to come in and share their expertise with us. Councilman Saunders said if you have been to the workshops you know that the Town Board has had the LA Group here and they were asking them for guidance on what we can do or can’t do.  Councilman Saunders said that we have Petruzzo’s lawyer sitting in here before us saying that they have all the documentation and that their I’s are dotted and their T’s are crossed.  Councilman Saunders said the public could sit there and shake their heads if they want; however, he is just giving the facts about what happens at these workshops. 

Councilman Saunders said the applicant came in here with all the proper documentation, we have our LA Group here and our guy Jim from LA Group asked why we were even doing a variance because he said that everything looked okay here. Councilman Saunders explained why we needed to do the variance. Councilman Saunders said to Mrs. Ogden that if the community does not want this then the Town wouldn’t do it. The audience replies they do not want it. Councilman Saunders replies that there is a flip side to that, which is to ban all trash and a few other things. Ginny Ogden said she still doesn’t know which way the Board is leaning.

Supervisor Lucia said the Town is under a moratorium, that is a time-out. A time for the Board to get educated and decide on what we are going to do, and we don’t have to answer today. We have time in which to answer and this Board is working very diligently, whether, people think that we are or not, and this Board has been spending a lot of time on this project. Supervisor Lucia said this is not the only thing that comes in front of this Town Board. This Town Board is putting in a lot of hours on this and most of the people in this audience are at our Town Workshops and see what is going on. Supervisor Lucia feels this should be taken into consideration, that the Town Board is really doing what they are suppose to be, and that it is a time-out with the moratorium and when the time comes, not when the time runs out for, but when the time comes and the Town Board is ready to make a decision, that the people of the community will be the first to know. 

Ginny Ogden said that when that time comes and whatever this Board

Decides it will be a legacy that this Town Board will leave for the future generations of this community. Councilman Byrnes said that is exactly the point. Councilman Byrnes said that is exactly why this Board cannot make a decision right now and they need to gather all the information. He said until they get all the information and all the facts they should not make a decision. This is a situation where one just can’t afford to make the wrong decision. Councilman Byrnes said the Board is here to get all the information and that is why they are bringing in these speakers to our workshops and to talk with the Attorneys and all the consultants.

Joyce Lacomb said she feels that it is very simple. It is the Town Boards job to protect the community, it shouldn’t matter what anyone else tells them. Supervisor Lucia said that he agrees with her.

Leif Sandwick said whether it is right or wrong, what these people think, they are the Town Boards constituents and the Town Board is suppose to go with what they wish. Supervisor Lucia said one of the things that Mrs.Weatherwax spoke about was the Truck route that Saratoga had. Supervisor Lucia said that the Town has knowledge of that because years ago, the Town was being considered for a warehouse center, like that for Target, but it was defeated because of the truck route that Saratoga has and they would not allow it. The Town of Corinth could have had a huge industry in here, but it was defeated because of that law that Saratoga had on its books.

Alvey Wood said he was wondering if the Town Board had heard if they were taking equipment out of the old mill over there. Supervisor Lucia said he was told that a company was hired to take out scrap metal out of two buildings and they were going to remove stuff that had been ruined by IP. Alvey Wood said he just wanted to know if they were doing something down there that they weren’t suppose to do. Supervisor Lucia said Philmet won’t tell us what they are doing and he has told them that he will not meet with them any more unless they come to a workshop. Councilman Brown said Philmet has told them that they can’t do anything down there unless the Town opens the landfill.

Tim Murphy said he heard that the County had done something different with the Empire Zones and asked Supervisor Lucia if he had heard about it. Supervisor Lucia said he had and had also brought it up at a previous meeting, but that he will recap it. Supervisor Lucia said the Town of Corinth had six zones and what the County did was take away all of them except the IP property. He said the people who patrol the Empire Zones took all the zones that weren’t being utilized, and traded them to communities that were looking for them and had needs for them. Supervisor Lucia said what happened was that we lost them. Mr. Murphy wants to know if the Town can reapply for the zones again at a later date. Supervisor Lucia said he asked that question too and the answer was that the Town could and it would be looked at. 

Dianna Jordan said that if the LA Group said that we can’t write laws that prohibit things yet, we have information from other Towns that have been successful at it. She said that is a case of someone who is an expert telling us something that is not true. Supervisor Lucia said that is why the Town Board needs to look at everything.
With no further business, on a motion of Councilman Byrnes, seconded by Councilman Saunders, the meeting was adjourned to Executive session at 9:30 PM. Carried unanimously.







Respectfully submitted, 






Cheri Sullivan








Deputy Town Clerk

PAGE  
16

