APRIL 19, 2006

A joint meeting of the Town and Village Boards of Corinth was held on April 19, 2006 at 6:00 PM at the Corinth Fire House, Saratoga Avenue, Corinth, New York.

Present Village:

Bradley Winslow, Mayor

Melanie Denno, Trustee

Leigh Lescault, Trustee

Pauline Densmore, Trustee

Julius Enekes, Trustee

Nicole Colson, Clerk

Present Town:

Richard Lucia, Supervisor





Charles Brown, Councilman





John Major, Councilman





Edward Byrnes, Councilman





Mitchell Saunders, Councilman





Rose E. Farr, Town Clerk

After Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call the following business was:

Mayor Winslow recognized Village Building Inspector Andrew Neville and Village Department of Works Forman Peter Walsh for going above and beyond in the remodeling of the Village Hall.  Mayor Winslow presented a plaque and a certificate for a meal to both these men.   
Grahame Champagne and Bob Hummel gave a presentation on the LDC that the Village and Town have been investigate which would be the Corinth Local Development Corporation.  They said that the idea rose came out of the Joint Economic Committee.  They said that the LDC is a local private development corporation. If it were decided to go ahead with this the Town and the Village would be co-sponsoring it on behalf of the betterment of the community.  The LDC can create projects or sponsor projects, can own property and can do many things that governments are restricted from.  Both the Village and Town Boards have budgeted $5,000.00 each for the Joint Economic Development and it has been asked that the Town and Village redirect this money to the LDC to help it get started.  Mr. Champagne said once the LDC is started there is no more taxpayer money associated with the LDC it must become self-supportive.  The Board of Directors of the LDC is comprised of nine members, one member each from the Town and Village Board, the other seven members from private industry such as:  financial, legal, accountants, etc.  The Secretary of State oversees the LDC.  The LDC provides access to private foundation funding not available to the municipalities.  Many communities are going this way because of the ability to get donations.  The Board of Directors of the LDC is only responsible for the management. The purposes for which the LDC would be organized are:  To promote, initiate or assist in activities which develop the economic, residential or commercial growth within the Town and Village of Corinth; To encourage the development or retention of an industry or industries in the Town and Village of Corinth; To lessen the burdens of government; To act in the public interest; To assist the research, planning or development efforts of the Town and Village of Corinth, through the initiation of feasibility studies, need analysis, the purchase of real property and buildings doe development and the active solicitation of public and private funds and grants designed to benefit the economic health and quality of life of the community;  To provide managerial, technical and administrative assistance and advise to local economic and business initiatives.

Trustee Enekes asked if any other communities that have a LDC have been contacted.  Mr. Hummel said he has contacted Wilton and Warren County and they say the key issue is that the LDC must be a private corporation not an extension of the municipalities.  

Mayor Winslow said that the Wilton Developmental Corporation and members from Warren County gave the Village a presentation some time ago and he said that a lot of his questions were answered at that time.  Mayor Winslow said that the Village Board is not coming up with any money that is not already in the budget.  

Councilman Saunders asked if there had been any conflicts with the other LDCs that have been contact between the LDC and the Economic Development Corporations.  Mr. Hummel said usually the Joint Economic Development Committee has no authority only to advise.  He said he thinks the Joint Economic Development Committee will be dissolved or absorbed by the LDC.  He also said the LDC could very well work with the SEDC.   He said that the SEDC has a large agenda and the LDC would have a smaller agenda, only the Town and Village of Corinth.  

Councilman Saunders asked what guides the Board of Directors.  Mr. Champagne said he has a draft of the By-Laws would be the guide for the Board of Directors.

Supervisor Lucia asked how they pick the original Board of Directors.  Mr. Hummel said the three initial board members are any three people that go out and file the papers.  Then the original three member Board of Directors picks four members from private industry and one member each from the Town and Village Boards.  The members from the boards are voting members but cannot hold an officer position. 

Councilman Saunders asked if the money the Town and Village gives is a one time shot or if this has to be put up every year.  Grahame Champagne told him that the $5000.00 the Town and the Village contribute is a one-time shot and then the LDC should be self-supportive but the Town or Village could put money in the LDC in the future if they saw fit.  Grahame said the Board of Directors should be people with proven background such as someone with a legal background, someone with a financial background, and someone with a business background, etc.

Trustee Denno asked if a list of the types of people for the Board of Directors could be listed in the By-Laws as she has seen other towns do.  Grahame told her this could be done but he said the problem is if you make a requirement of a certain type of individual and that type of individual could not be found.  Trustee Denno said she thought there must be some language to avoid this happening.

Councilman Byrnes asked if there was a time limit for the LDC to secure the grants.   Grahame said that in applying for some grants the LDC must be in place for at least one year before they can apply.  

Supervisor Lucia asked if the LDC is formed are there any projects on the horizon.  Grahame said other than what outlined in the master plan it is up to the Board of Directors to establish a list of projects.  Bob Hummel said that there is a need for Senior Citizens Housing in Corinth and small business but they have not specifically identified any projects.

Councilman Major said, as he understood it the boards would be entering into contracts with the LDC.  Grahame said that both boards had in their possession a copy of a proposed contract.  

Mayor Winslow said he had a copy of the By-Laws and a sample of Certificate of Incorporation as well as the contract.  Mayor Winslow said he would get everybody a copy of all three documents.

Mayor Winslow said that he thought the consensus of the boards is what was need from tonight’s meeting.  

Trustee Densmore said that different committees that she has been working on have been working on this for several years.  She said she is in favor of proceeding.

Trustee Enekes said he is in favor of this and we should move forward.

Trustee Densmore said that this will not cost us any more money than is already budgeted and it may be a one-time thing if the LDC takes off as is hoped.

Trustee Lescault said that she is in favor but not willing to invest more than the $5,000.00 already budgeted.  

Trustee Denno said she would like to see this move ahead.

Supervisor Lucia said he would like to see the LDC go ahead but would need to have the Town Attorneys look over the paperwork and prepare the resolution for the Town Board.

Mayor Winslow said that the Village also needs to have the paperwork looked over by their attorney.  He also said that it is favor of moving ahead with the LDC.

Councilman Brown said that he needed a copy of the paperwork the Mayor had but at the present he was in favor of moving ahead with the LDC.

Councilman Saunders said he was in favor of moving along with the LDC.

Councilman Major said he was also in favor of moving along with the LDC.

Councilman Byrnes said he worked on the Joint economic Development Committee and feels that the LDC would be a large asset.

PUBLIC

Dan Mills asked if the LDC had right to eminent domain.  Grahame said no.

Dan Mills asked what the difference was between the IDA and the LDC and what one could do that the other could not.  Grahame said that the IDA has the ability to work with industry, work with businesses, create tax incentives and provide funding.  He said the IDA does not have the ability to become an entity to actually runs a project.  He said an LDC may go to an IDA for funding.  Supervisor Lucia told Mr. Mills that he has paperwork with the differences that he could give a copy to Mr. Mills if he wished.  

Sherri Millis asked if a LDC would be subject to the Freedom of Information Law and Grahame said it wouldn’t because it was a private corporation. 

With no further business, on a motion of Councilman Major and seconded by Trustee Denno, the joint Town and Village meeting adjourned at 6:45 pm. Carried unanimously.







Respectfully submitted, 







Rose E. Farr, RMC







Town Clerk
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