APRIL 27, 2006

The Town Board of the Town of Corinth held a workshop meeting on April 27, 2006 at 4:00 PM at the Town Hall.

Present: 

Richard B. Lucia, Supervisor




Charles Brown, Councilman




John Major, Councilman




Edward Byrnes, Councilman




Mitchell Saunders, Councilman




Rose E. Farr, Town Clerk

Harry Plummer, Highway Superintendent

Fred Mann, Jr., Code Enforcement Officer

Public Present:  Arleen Springer, Sigrid Koch, Mary Baugh, Barbara Weatherwax, Louise Kirkpatrick, Leif Sandwick, Ray Bush, Gene Ellis, Lynn Dishon, Gayle Swinburne, Stan Goldberg, Todd Morrow, Russell Melville, Yvonne Melville, Robert Kelly, Carroll Ogden, Ginny Ogden, Charles Weatherwax, Joyce LaComb, Laura Scott, Alex Pellizzi, Tim Hanchett, Tom Clothier

After Roll Call the following business was conducted:

Supervisor Lucia

Supervisor Lucia read the Public Notice from Adirondack Park Agency for the project on West Mountain Road in Corinth.

Supervisor Lucia said there were budget adjustments that needed to be made as follows as the Town had received the check for the senior van:

RESOLUTION #139

BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS
On motion of Councilman Brown and seconded by Councilman Major, the

following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes 5 Lucia, Brown, Majors, Byrnes, and Saunders



Nays 0

Resolved that the budget Appropriations be done as follows:

Aging- Expenditure Accounts- $3,500.00


Equipment/ B6772.2

Contractual Exp./ B6772.4


-Revenue Account/ B2389

Youth- Expenditure Accounts- $700.00


Equipment/ B7310.2

Contractual Exp./ B7310.4

-Revenue Account/ B3820

Supervisor Lucia spoke about the following letters, which are on file in his office:

-Rabies letter from Saratoga County Department of Public Health.

-The letter from Upper Hudson River Railroad requesting a meeting to discuss being the operators for the Scenic Railroad.

- The literature received from the following Angela McDonald, Adrienne Hull, Barbara Weatherwax, Sigrid Koch, and the Corinth Planning Board in regards to Philmet, Petruzzo and Elder Cottages all of which is to be reviewed by the Town Board.

Supervisor Lucia spoke about the Meeting held Monday April 17th for the seniors and the Medicaid program. Supervisor Lucia said that he was disappointed that only 7 people showed up for this meeting. Todd Morrow said he was in favor of programs for the seniors, however the program that was proposed by the Town Board was not the best expenditure for public resources. He said it did not make sense to waste the Grant monies and taxpayer’s monies when there are other options out there and available to the seniors. Mr. Morrow felt the Grant monies could be better used for the seniors in other ways.

Supervisor Lucia gave the following reminders to the public:

-The May 1st meeting at the firehouse for the Scenic Railroads. Open house is from 5:00pm to 8:00pm.

-On June 8 the Viet Nam moving wall will be at Shenataha Park in Malta. Information can be accessed via the Town website.

-The Little League Parade Saturday May 29th @  10:30 am and the Parade begins at  11:00am.

Supervisor Lucia said that Town Attorney Hafner and Meredith Smith of the LA Group asked if the Town Board members would get together a list of changes to be made or laws that they are looking to change and forward it to them so they have a heads up on where the Board is going. Supervisor Lucia requested that the Board members get this information to him by Tuesday so that he can forward the list to them. Councilman Saunders asked if this was for the workshop meeting on May 4th  @ 4:00pm. Supervisor Lucia said it was.

Councilman Saunders said he was looking for an agenda for the next couple of weeks in regards to Elder Cottages, Moratorium, Zoning Laws and the Variance for Petruzzo. Supervisor Lucia said the Elder cottage and the Zoning laws are what the Board is going to look at next week. Supervisor Lucia said he had spoke with Mr. Petruzzo and told him that the Board still was waiting for the permits from DEC. Mr. Petruzzo was suppose to get those permits and his Attorney Mr. O’Connor was suppose to get a letter that the Town Board had requested to Attorney Hafner. Councilman Saunders asked what triggers the 60 days and if it has started yet. Supervisor Lucia said that it did not start until after the public hearing and that can’t be set until a complete application is turned in. Councilman Major said the application is informal because, the Town does not have one due to the fact that the Town has never had a moratorium. Therefore, what the Town Board has requested from him is considered part of the application. Councilman Saunders inquired if the Board could make an agenda for the next meeting, at the end of every meeting and post it in the Post Star. 

Councilman Major said that he apologized for being ill at last Thursdays meeting. He also said that in regards to putting something in the paper he feels that we should be broad about it because things can change. Town Clerk Rose Farr said only the dates and times are posted in the Post Star with out it costing money. Supervisor Lucia said it could be posted on the Towns web site also.

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
Fred Mann said that there were 54 tires along side the railroad tracks on the Corinth side of Antone Mountain Road. Todd Morrow suggested that in order to help stop the dumping along side of the roads, possibly the Town could consider having an “open dump day” to encourage residents to take care of the environment and the community. Councilman Saunders wanted to know if the Town could pick up the tires. Superintendent of Highways Harry Plummer said it would cost the Town money to pick them up, and according to DEC they are not allowed to stockpile them because of the mosquitoes. Councilman Major asked Code Enforcement Officer Mann if it could be reported to the Sheriff’s Department. Fred Mann said that he would. Supervisor Lucia suggested that he memo other area Supervisors to see how they are handling issues with tires, and that he would get some ideas and would get back to the Board.

Barbara Weatherwax requested the Town put a sign up at the end of Stark Road where it meets Angel Road due to the increase of traffic. Supervisor Lucia said she needs to put it in writing and get it to the County Highway Department and they will get back to the Town. Superintendent of Highways Harry Plummer said that every time his crew has put up a stop sign there it has been removed, they put a yield sign up and they have never touched that sign. He said there has never been an accident there. Mr. Plummer said that Mrs. Weatherwax is right, however he is not sure that having a stop sign there is going to make them stop.

PUBLIC

Gene Ellis said he had a sheet of names of residents that do not want the sand pit open. He has price quotes from DA Collins and Palletti’s in reference to the fair market value of bank run fill. He feels this fill is for the taxpayers of Corinth and not to be sold for money. There are businesses around the area that sell fill for these other trucking companies to be drawing fill from.

Barbara Weatherwax wanted to know if she had 5 minutes or more than that, because she was on the agenda. Supervisor Lucia said the Attorney told him last week that the public had 5 minutes whether it was sign up or stand up. Mrs. Weatherwax said she had 19 more letters to submit to the Board. Mrs. Weatherwax read from a letter that she had prepared for the Board members. She also discussed Mr. Petruzzo’s application. Mrs. Weatherwax said that it is time for the Town Board to step in for the Planning Board or to designate the Planning Board or the Zoning Board in each particular situation.

Tom Clothier questioned the opening of the sand pit and whether the State Comptrollers office came in and put stipulations on it. Supervisor Lucia said the State Comptrollers office gave the Town guidelines on how to open it up. Mr. Clothier also said that in regards to the tires, they should fall under the highway department especially since the Town owns the Railroad tracks. Code Enforcement Officer Fred Mann said it was on the Hadley side of the tracks but, it is on Corinth land. Supervisor Lucia said that Warren County owns the Track until the Antone Mountain. Road. Supervisor Lucia said he would discuss it at the Supervisors meeting on Monday night. Mr. Clothier asked how the Town of Corinth was going to come up with the 4.5 million dollars to get the tracks in shape. Supervisor Lucia said CP Rail was going to do the maintenance for the first year of sale. Some discussion ensued and Councilman Major said it is all in the contract with CP Rail and if the tracks are not brought up to the specifications in the contract the Town does not have to accept them.

Louise Kirkpatrick said that she would like to discuss the special permit proposal that was discussed at the April 6th meeting with the LA Group.  Mrs. Kirkpatrick feels that they should stay with the appointed Board not an elected Board and the Town Board has enough on their plate already. She feels that it would save the taxpayers money leaving it the way it is now. Mrs. Kirkpatrick said she feels the Planning Board does a good job, in her opinion, from the meetings that she has been to. She would like to know why we are paying them to work on this. Supervisor Lucia said that they are just giving the Board all the options to look at.

Arleen Springer said she would like the Town Board to oversee any approvals for Elder Cottages. Arleen Springer read a brief review of the Elder cottage Applications and minutes from the Planning Board meetings since Zoning went into effect. She feels there are many improprieties of the Planning board and she would like to see the Town Board oversee any future approvals. Mrs. Springer also requests of the Town Board that the Elder cottage be taken off the books entirely. Supervisor Lucia asked Mrs. Springer if she had addressed the planning Board with any of these issues. Mrs. Springer said if he was referring to her conversation with the Planning Board Attorney, who told her that her 30 days were up, and her conversation with the Planning Board Chairperson, who had told her that the Elder Cottage next to her was perfectly legal, then she had spoke with them.

Councilman Saunders asked if and when the Planning Board makes a decision if they have to have a public hearing. He asked Mrs. Springer if something was done without a public hearing. Mrs. Springer said for the person next to her property, there was no public notification, meaning that neighbors were not notified, of this proposed elder cottage. Supervisor Lucia said this is something that needs to be discussed at the workshop. Councilman Byrnes said a previous board member of the Planning Board had concerns about the Elder cottage. Mrs. Springer asked if the elder cottages stay on the books if the Town is going to compensate for the decrease in the neighbors property. She said the APA said that they could not deny him a building permit but that they had referred it back to the Town.

Leif Sandwick said he feels there is a simple solution, to grand father in the present ones and take the laws off the books. He said that if anyone wants to help their elderly parents in the future that they can build on an in-law apartment. Supervisor Lucia said that is why they are having a public hearing on this, which is scheduled for the 25th of May.

Alex Pellizzi questioned what the process was with the Town Board now that they have received the resolution from the Planning Board. He wanted to know when the public hearing would be scheduled. Supervisor Lucia said the Planning Board Attorney told him, it was only a recommendation to the Town Board; therefore there would be no public hearing on it. The Town Board will take it into consideration once all Board members have had a chance to review it.

RESOLUTION #140

AUDIT OF CLAIMS
On motion of Councilman Brynes and seconded by Councilman Major, the

following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes 5 Lucia, Brown, Majors, Byrnes, and Saunders



Nays 0

Resolved that the bills be paid as audited, with any exceptions in the following:

A
-
#20060500, 0514, 0519-0531, 0543, 0547, 0549, 0551, 0553-0554, 0558-0562, 0573-0580, 0582-0585, 0587, 0593-0594, 0596, 0600, 0621-0624







$ 95,890.24

B
-
#20060513, 00515, 00532-0536, 0548, 0555, 0563, 0581, 0586, 0588-0589, 0599, 0601-0611, 0613-0620









$  14,243.40

DA
-
#20060552, 0564









$1,629.30

DB    -
#20060537-0542, 0546, 0556-0557, 0565-0571, 0590-0592, 0595









$28,114.16

TA
-
#20060516-0518, 0544-0545, 0572, 0597-0598









$2,600.12

Scenic Train-
#151, #152









$4,252.80

RESOLUTION #141

BILL PAYING
On motion of Councilman Major and seconded by Councilman Saunders, the

following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes 5 Lucia, Brown, Majors, Byrnes, and Saunders



Nays 0

Resolved that this Board adjourns to a bill-paying meeting.

RESOLUTION #142

EXECUTIVE SESSION

On motion of Councilman Major and seconded by Councilman Saunders, the

following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes 5 Lucia, Brown, Majors, Byrnes, and Saunders



Nays 0

Resolved that this Board adjourned to Executive session with no decision on a particular person at 5:30pm.

With no further business, on a motion of Councilman Saunders, seconded by Councilman Major, the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM. Carried unanimously






Respectfully submitted,






Rose E. Farr, RMC






Town Clerk
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