JUNE 1, 2006

The Town Board of the Town of Corinth held a workshop meeting on June 1, 2006 at 4:00 pm at the Town Hall.

Present:
Richard Lucia, Supervisor



Charles Brown, Councilman



John Major, Councilman



Edward Byrnes, Councilman



Mitchell Saunders, Councilman



Rose E. Farr, Town Clerk



Fred Mann, Code Enforcement Officer



Douglas Smead, Substitute Code Enforcement Officer



Cathi Radner, Town Attorney

Public Present:  Joyce Day, Mary Baugh, Robert Kelley, Eleanor Kelley, Louise Kirkpatrick, Arleen Springer, Sigrid Koch, Barbara Weatherwax, Yvonne Melville, Russell Melville, Ralph DeCristofaro, Leif Sandwick, Claude Jean, Bruce C. Baker, Gail McGuckin, Harold Jones, Chris Ross.

Harold Jones appeared before the board regarding a petition he filed in March of 2005.  Mr. Jones was asked by the Supervisor to bring the new Councilmen up to date on what the petition was about.  Mr. Jones explained about the Sam Holland property that is located in both the Towns of Corinth and Greenfield.  He gave the board members a copy of the petition and a letter sent to Supervisor Lucia and board in June of 2005.   The petition was signed by twenty-three residents from the Towns of Corinth and Greenfield.  The petition asked for six things:  

1. Use the Saratoga County Real Property map to declare that more than 70% of the drag way is in the Town of Greenfield.

2. Order removal of the un-permitted, non-conforming use portion of the drag strip constructed in the Town of Corinth during 2004.

3. Order removal of the un-permitted expansion portion of the non-conforming use oval track constructed in the Town of Corinth in 2003.

4. Prohibit unknown future events involving drifting, mud pits, monster trucks, motorcycles, snowmobiles, go carts, tractors, 3-4 wheelers or cars.

5. Prohibit outdoor concerts and overnight camping.

6. Limit motorized competition, exhibition, practice and testing on the entire 35 Holmes Road sit to:

Monday thru Friday
-
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Saturday


-
10:00 AM to Noon

Sunday


-
10:00 AM to Noon

Mr. Jones told the board that the following were concerns that he had with the property:

1.  A junkyard license is not in place for this property.  

2. A mining permit is not in place for this property;

3. A letter to the Greenfield Planning Board that accurately depicts current and past compliance to Town and DEC regulations;

4. Compliance to New York State Environmental Quality Review Act on the construction allowed in 2001-2005.  (SEQR Permits)

The board asked Mr. Jones if DEC had been contacted and he said that DEC had been there at least two times and the final determination was that everything was okay with them.  

Mr. Jones said that Mr. Holland has added a mud pit this year.  He also said that Mr. Holland applied to the Town of Greenfield but Mr. Holland withdrew his application.

Attorney Radner told Mr. Jones that she understood that this is a pre-existing non-conforming use and according to the Town Laws Mr. Holland could expand a certain percentage without a permit.  She also said that Town of Corinth couldn’t regulate what happens in Town of Greenfield and visa versa.  She said that the Town cannot regulate one business alone but must pass a global resolution that affects all areas of the Town not just one business.  She said it was up to the Code Enforcement Officer to determine if the property is grand fathered or not.  

Councilman Saunders said that according to the Town of Corinth laws the Code Enforcement Officer must determine what was there in May of 2004, what percentage Mr. Holland has expanded and if the mud pit is a new addition what would be necessary to be in compliance.

Code Enforcement Officer Mann said that he had taken pictures in November 2004 when he visited the Holland property and he would again go to the Holland property to determine what Mr. Holland has added since that time,

Attorney Radner said that it would be the Sheriff and the other police agencies determination if the noise was too much and required a citation be issued.

Mr. Jones asked that the board pass a resolution limiting the time that the racing could take place as requested in the petition he presented.  Supervisor Lucia asked Attorney Radner to look into whether this can be done or not.  ollH   

Councilman Major said he thought the board could explore the noise issue for the whole town not just Holmes Road and check if any violations have taken place on the Holland property from May 15, 2004 to date.

Harold Jones told the board that prior to May 2004 grading had taken place on the track but no asphalt had been put down.  Attorney Radner told Mr. Jones that that would have been allowed since it had been started prior to the Land Use Ordinance.

Councilman Byrnes said he found no mention of drag racing or concerts in the Land Use Ordinance. 

Mr. Jones said he would consider negotiating the hours of operation of the racing.

Attorney Radner will look over the requests of the Petition and discuss them with Attorney Schachner and Attorney Hafner.

Councilman Byrnes suggested that the board include the owner in any discussion after the board has received reports from the Code Enforcement Officer and the Attorney.  Attorney Radner told the board that they could not do anything at tonight’s meeting.

Supervisor Lucia said he would invite Mr. Holland to meet with him and Code Enforcement Officer Mann to see what Mr. Holland’s intentions are for the property.

Councilman Brown stated that he was sure that everybody has been by the property in question and has heard the noise.  He felt that nobody would want to live there and hear that noise.

Councilman Saunders stated that he knows there must be a noise issue.

RESOLUTION  #155

AUDIT OF CLAIMS

On a motion of Councilman Byrnes and seconded by Councilman Saunders, the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes 5

Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes and Saunders



Nays 0

Resolved that the bills be paid as audited, with any exceptions in the following:

A---
#20060774, 0777, 0782-0789, 0794-0796, 0798, 0802, 0806













$38,141.16

B---
#20060790, 0793, 0775, 07787, 0800











$  4,980.14

DA---
#20060797












$    488.18

DB---
#20060779, 0801, 0803-0805











$28,975.95

SL---
P#20060807-0809











$    467.53

TA---
#20060773, 0776, 0790-0781











$  1,852.43

Scenic Train - #153-155











$10,259.08

Councilman Saunders apologized to Mrs. Weatherwax for assuming that the remark made at last week’s meeting was made by her when in fact it was made by the person in back of Mrs. Weatherwax.

Councilman Saunders said he hoped the meeting on June 15th would be a productive meeting since the all attorneys and LA Group were going to be present.  He also said he hope the language would be able to be understood by the Town Board, Zoning Board, Building Department and the public.

Councilman Brown asked if anyone had looked at the Town website lately.  He said that there is now a slide show on the Town’s website that is very nice.

Supervisor Lucia asked for a moment of silence for Helen Straight who was the former Town Clerk.

RESOLUTION #156

BILL PAYING

On motion of Councilman Major and seconded by Councilman Brown, the following resolution was

ADOPTED
Ayes
5
Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes, Saunders



Nays
0

With no further business, on a motion of Councilman Major, seconded by Councilman Byrnes, the meeting was adjourned at 5:15 PM. Carried unanimously.






Respectfully submitted, 






Rose E. Farr, RMC






Town Clerk
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