August 23, 2007
The Town Board of the Town of Corinth held a regular meeting on August 23, 2007 at 7:00 PM
at the Town Hall.
Present:

Richard Lucia, Supervisor
Charles Brown, Councilman
John Major, Councilman
Edward Byrnes, Councilman
Mitchell Saunders, Councilman
Shawn Eggleston, Deputy Highway Superintendent
Fred Mann, Code Enforcement Officer
Rose E. Farr, Town Clerk
Robert Hafner, Town Attorney

Public: Ray Bush, Larry Ramsey, Jr., Mary Baugh, Kevin Skinner, Russell Melville, Joseph
Duguay, Joel Duguay, Barbara Weatherwax. Jim Murray, Sr., Louise Reed, Sigrid Koch, Ann
Marie French, Louise Reed and Leif Sandiwck.
Larry Ramsey, Jr.
Mr. Ramsey appeared before the board regarding property located at 82 Hollister Road. He
presented the board with a letter dated January 3, 2002 from Code Enforcement Officer
Douglas Smead stating that he would be able to have a repair shop on this piece of property.
Mr. Ramsey also presented the board with other documents and informed the board that he
thought he was grandfathered. Town Attorney Hafner interrupted Mr. Ramsey and told him that
after his offic3e spoke to Code Enforcement Officer Mann it was determined that he is in fact
grandfathered. Code Enforcement Officer Mann said that the question was with whether he had
continually operated at the location and the Town had determined that he had so the Code
Enforcement Officer agreed that Mr. Ramsey was grandfathered. The Town Attorney told the
Town Board that it was his recommendation that Mr. Ramsey work with Code Enforcement
Officer Mann to detail what has been grandfathered at this location so that it could be in the
Town records if something new was going to be done on the property.
Kevin Skinner
Kevin Skinner appeared before the Town Board stating that wished to build an Adirondack
Furniture Store on Route 9N in South Corinth. He said he went before the Planning Board for a
site plan use for a Personal Service Shop. He said the Planning Board sent him to the Zoning
Board for an interpretation of a “Personal Service Shop”. The Zoning Board told him that a
“Personal Service Shop” were businesses such as a beautician, tailor or dressmaker and he did
not fall in any of these categories. They referred him back to the Planning Board. Mr. Skinner
said that the Planning Board told him he had two ways to go: Go back to the Zoning Board and
apply for a Use Variance or go before the Town Board and ask that the language in the South
Corinth Hamlet be changed to be more specific and include other businesses, not just
beauticians, tailors or dressmakers. The board members asked Mr. Skinner to clarify what
exactly he planned to do on the property. He said he wanted to building and sell Adirondack
furniture and perhaps sell fruit, vegetables and plants grown on the property. Mr. Skinner said
eventually he may have two greenhouses down back The Town Board told Mr. Skinner that
this is where they think the problem is. They said that the retail portion of his business doesn’t
fit in.
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Councilman Major told Mr. Skinner that the Town Board had just received the recommendations
from the Planning Board and Zoning Board and the Town Board members had not had time to
go over the recommendations. Councilman Saunders told Mr. Skinner that he has checked the
Zoning Map and finds that the Skinner property is the second parcel in the South Corinth
Hamlet. Councilman Saunders said that the Zoning Book says Route 9N is an industrial
corridor but he understands that the board must go by the map. He said he wondered if the
board could tighten the language up a little. He said he does not want to Spot Zone.
Councilman Byrnes asked if this was something that the Comprehensive Committee could be
working on. Councilman Major said the way he understood it is that Mr. Skinner has two
choices: Either a Use Variance or Language Change. Mr. Skinner said he was told at the
Zoning Board that it would be hard to obtain a Use Variance because he would have to show a
hardship. Attorney Hafner said that if Mr. Skinner applies to the Town Board for a language
change it will have to go to the Town and County Planning Boards for their recommendation and
a public hearing must be held. Attorney Hafner suggested that Mr. Skinner and the Code
Enforcement Officer get together and come up with the language for Mr. Skinner to bring back
to the Town Board. During the meantime the Town Board will review the responses they
received from the Planning Board and the Zoning Board.
RESOLUTION #207
SPEED REDUCTION COUNTY ROUTE #24
The following letter was received from Saratoga Bridges:
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A motion was made by Councilman Major, seconded by Councilman Byrnes, and the following
resolution was
ADOPTED

Ayes 5
Noes 0

Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes and Saunders

RESOLVED that a request be forwarded to Saratoga County requesting that the speed limit on
County Route #24 between the Village Line and Gabriel Road. be reduced to 35 miles per hour.
SUPERVISOR
Supervisor Lucia stated that the yearly inspection of the Corinth Senior Citizens Center has
been completed and a copy is as follows:
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Supervisor Lucia told the Town Board that the Town would be responsible for #1, #2 and #3.
Deputy Highway Superintendent said the Highway department would take care of #1,#2, and
#3. He asked that the Town Clerk send a letter to the Village requesting that they take care of
#4.
RESOLUTION #208
SPEED REDUCTION LINCOLN MOUNTAIN ROAD
The following letter was received from the Town of Greenfield regarding Lincoln Mountain Road.
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A motion was made by Councilman Major, seconded by Councilman Brown, and the following
resolution was
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ADOPTED

Ayes 5
Noes 0

Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes and Saunders

RESOLVED that the Town of Corinth join with the Town of Greenfield in their request to
Saratoga County that the speed limit on the entire length of Lincoln Mountain Road be set at 40
miles per hour.
RESOLUTION #209
JUSTICE COURT AUDIT
Supervisor Lucia told the Town Board that the Unified Court System has requested a copy of
the resolution whereby the Town Board audits the Justice Court books.. A motion was made by
Councilman Byrnes and seconded by Councilman Saunders and the following resolution was
ADOPTED

Ayes 5
Noes 0

Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes and Saunders

RESOLVED that the Town Board complete the annual audit of the Town Corinth Justice Court
books at their Organizational Meeting in January of each year.
SUPERVISOR
Supervisor Lucia read the following letter from Saratoga County Rural; Preservation Company:
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RESOLUTION #210
ADOPT 1992 TOWN OF CORINTH MASTER PLAN
Supervisor Lucia read a letter from the Comprehensive Committee requesting that the board
formally adopt the 1992 Town of Corinth Master Plan. A motion was made by Councilman
Saunders and seconded by Councilman Major and the following resolution was
ADOPTED

Ayes 5
Noes 0

Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes and Saunders

RESOLVED that the Town Board formally adopt the 1992 Town of Corinth Master Plan as
requested by the Comprehensive Committee.
ATTORNEY ROBERT HAFNER
Attorney Robert Hafner told the board that he was not at the last board meeting but had spoken
with his partner Attorney Michael Hill and had read the draft minutes provided to him and he
asked to come to this meeting to clarify one thing that was discussed. Attorney Hafner said that
at the August 9th meeting a letter was presented to the Town Board members concerning a
Town Board member supposedly attending certain meetings where Town residents may have
discussed Philmet. He said the letter stated that the writer thought the Town Board member
should not have done so and he should recues himself. Attorney Hafner said he had three
things in response to that. He said first people have the right to submit things like this. He said
he understood that there was quite a discussion regarding the inaccuracies of certain facts in
the statement and he said that he would ask that the people making the such statements really
be sure of their facts because the truth is very important to what the Town Board does. He said
personal attacks or threats will not be allowed but this particular matter doesn’t was either.
He said that Second even though people have a right to submit statements like this in exercise
their constitutional right of free of speech, however, he said they don’t want anyone to think that
there was any legal merit to the personal opinion that was in this statement. He said Town
Board members are elected officials and they can meet with whom ever they please. He said
that is part of what board members do. Attorney Hafner said the Constitution protects the rights
to do this. He said that he had he been here on August 9th he would have just responded that
the board members can meet with whomever they want and it does matter how many times.
He said Third that people can ask someone to recues no response was necessary or even
warranted. He said a person can meet with whomever he wants and it does not effect his rights
as a Town Board member. He said that in reading the minutes he thinks that this matter was
very much discussed on August 9th and unless the Town Board directs him to discuss any part
of what he just said any further he does not intend to discuss further something that he thinks
the person has the right to make and there apparently should have been more paying attention
to the accuracy of the facts and which statement had no legal merit.
SUPERVISOR
Supervisor Lucia reminded the board and public that the Final World War II Deceased Veterans
ceremony will be held at the Saratoga County building on Monday morning at 9:30AM. He said
that they would be honoring veterans from nineteen town and two cities. Supervisor Lucia said
that they would be honoring Norman LeClerc from Corinth.
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PUBLIC
Jim Murray, Sr. spoke about the Village applying for a $2.5 million grant with Philmet and he
requested that the board make a resolution supporting the Village applying for this grant. He
said he thought that would help get the word out to the public. Supervisor Lucia said that the
Town would have some letters in support of this here so that people could drop them off here to
be forwarded to the Village.
HIGHWAY
Deputy Highway Superintendent Eggleston said that the Highway had completed replacing the
pipe on Miner Road and they would be resurfacing Miner Road next week. He said he would
have someone look at the Senior Center Monday.
TOWN BOARD
Councilman Saunders thanked Attorney Hafner for his clarification. Councilman Saunders said
that Wednesday was a very good day for Corinth. He attended the ribbon cutting for Saratoga
Bridges and toured their new facility. He said he also attended the press conference on the
Village applying for the $2.5 million grant and toured of the facility left on the Philmet property.
Supervisor Lucia said the tour at Philmet was very interesting. He said they stood on top of the
landfill. He said his biggest shock was when they opened the door to where the #11 paper
machine had been located and all there was were holes in the floor. He said he ended up
Wednesday on a fun note with the annual Corinth Fun Day in back of the Town Hall.
Councilman Byrnes said he wanted to reiterated that he thought it was a good day for Corinth
Wednesday. He said he had his first tour of the mill. He said he hoped as Mr. Murray had said
that the whole community gets behind Philmet so that they can bring other industry into Corinth.
RESOLUTION #211
MOTION TO PAY BILLS AS AUDITED WITH NO EXCEPTION
On a motion of Councilman Brown and seconded by Councilman Major, the following resolution
was
ADOPTED

Ayes 5
Nays 0

Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes and Saunders

RESOLVED that the board pays bills as audited with any exceptions as follows
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With no further business, on a motion of Councilman Saunders and seconded by Councilman
Major the meeting was adjourned at 4:55 PM to bill paying. Carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Rose E. Farr, RMC
Town Clerk
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