SEPTEMBER 25, 2008

The Town Board of the Town Of Corinth held a regular meeting on September 25, 2008 at 4:00
PM at the Town Hall.
Present:

Richard Lucia, Supervisor
Charles Brown, Councilman
John Major, Councilman
Edward Byrnes, Councilman
Mitchell Saunders, Councilman
Rose E. Farr, Town Clerk
Fred Mann, Code Enforcement Office
Shawn Eggleston, Highway Superintendent
Mary Ellen Hill Pierce. Assessor

Public: James Murray, Sr., James Hamm, Christopher Schuh, Deborah Elms and Kate Halliday.
After Roll Call and Pledge of Allegiance the following business was conducted:
ASSESSOR
Assessor Mary Ellen Hill-Pierce apologize to the Town Board that she had not given them
enough information to help them make a decision on annual or triennial assessments. Assessor
Hill-Pierce gave the Town Board a packet of material including a list of residential sales from
July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008 which showed that the new 2008 assessment roll figures on
these 56 sales were very close to the purchase price. She also gave the Town Board a copy of
the Coefficient of Dispersion(COD) by neighborhood on these sales. She told the Town Board
that the COD is a measure of the extent of which properties are generally assessed at a uniform
percent of value. A low COD indicates less disparity among assessments and hence greater
equity. She said the overall COD for the Town of Corinth using the 56 sales is 5.550 Assessor
Hill-Pierce said that the Price Related Differential (PRD) is also known as the index of
regressivity, measures the extent to which properties of higher value are consistently assessed
differently from those of lower value. She said that PRD above 100 indicate systematic over
assessment of lower valued properties and PRDs below 100 indicate over assessment of higher
valued properties. She said the Town of Corinth overall PRD for the Town of Corinth is 1.000.
Assessor Hill-Pierce said respectfully recommends that the Town Board reconsider and
implement an annual reassessment plan beginning in 2009.
Councilman Saunders said that he is concerned about the board’s decision to conduct a triennial
assessment. He told the board that he would like more expertise on whether an annual or
triennial assessment would be best for Corinth.
Councilman Major thanked the assessor for the very informative packet she gave the Town
Board.

Assessor Hill-Pierce the board that if they went to a triennial assessment and the property values
went down during that three year period the assessments could not be lowered. She said that this
is one of the bad things of a triennial assessment.
Councilman Byrnes said he thought the Town should revisit this matter next year.
Councilman Brown asked if the Town decided to go triennial this year could they change to
annual next year. Assessor Hill-Pierce said she didn’t know the answer to that but would call
NYSORPS and report back to the board as soon as possible since the Town Board had to make a
decision by September 30th.
Supervisor Lucia stated that if it was necessary an Emergency Town Board meeting could be
called to discuss this matter.
Councilman Saunders said that he was leaning more toward an annual assessment.
Councilman Major said that he agrees that there are both pros and cons and he would suggest to
let the dust settle and let people adjust their escrows and budgets before being reassessed again.
Assessor Hill-Pierce told the board her story on Lori Sanders so that the Board had both sides.
Assessor Mary Ellen Hill-Pierce gave the Town Board a copy of paperwork that she received at
her recent conference regarding Condominium Restrictions. She said that she had sent a copy of
this to the Town Attorneys. She said that she would give a copy to the Planning Board and the
school. Supervisor Lucia suggested that she send a copy to the attorney for the Planning Board
as well.

SALES TAX
Supervisor Lucia told the board that the town’s sales tax for August 2008 was $60,563.00 as
opposed to $54,077.00 last year.
MORTGAGE TAX
Supervisor Lucia told the board that the town’s mortgage tax collected for August 2008 was
$9,985.50.
KROPF
Supervisor Lucia gave the board a copy of a General Permit Certificate granted to Jane A. Kropf
and Deborah S. Kropf authorizing a two lot subdivision and construction of one single family
dwelling and replacement of a pre-existing boat storage building. Code Enforcement Officer
Mann told the board that this matter in on for the Zoning Board’s next meeting next week.
PUBLIC INPUT
Christopher Schuh

Christopher Schuh asked that the following paper that he read be put in the minutes of the board
and he gave the original to the Town Clerk with copies to the Board members.

.

TOWN CLERK
Town Clerk Farr thanked the Town Board for allowing her to attend her Town Clerk’s District
Directors Conference on September 21st and 22nd. She said it was very interesting and she
learned new things that must be done for the budget process as well as in her office.
TOWN BOARD
Councilman Byrnes told the Board that he spoke to the man from Penfelx and he will be at
October 16th Town Board Workshop.
RESOLUTION #203
MOTION TO PAY BILLS AS AUDITED WITH NO EXCEPTION
On a motion by Councilman Saunders and seconded by Councilman Major the following
resolution was
ADOPTED

Ayes 5
Nays 0

Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes and Saunders

RESOLVED that the board pays bills as audited with any exceptions as follows

RESOLUTION #204
ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Councilman Byrnes, seconded by Councilman Saunders and the
following resolution was
ADOPTED

Ayes
Nay

5
0

Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes and Saunders

RESOLVED that the at 5:20 PM the Town Board adjourn to Executive Session on a particular
person with no decision being made

With no further business, on a motion of Councilman Major and seconded by Councilman
Saunders the meeting was adjourned at 5:20 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Rose E. Farr, RMC
Town Clerk

