
July 23, 2009 

 

The Town Board of the Town of Corinth held a regular meeting on July 23, 2009at 

4:00 PM at the Town Hall. 

 

Present:      Richard B. Lucia, Supervisor 

    Charles Brown, Councilman 

    John Major, Councilman 

Ed Byrnes, Councilman 

Mitch Saunders, Councilman 

Rose E. Farr, Town Clerk 

    Cheri Sullivan, Deputy Town Clerk  

    Shawn Eggleston, Highway Superintendent 

Fred Mann, Jr., Code Enforcement Officer 
 

Public: Jim Murray, Sigrid Koch, Eric Butler, Ray Bush 

 

After roll call and the Pledge of Allegiance the following business was conducted: 

 

Town Assessor 

 

Supervisor Lucia said the Towns Assessor would be out of work for the next two weeks on sick 

leave. 

 

Cleveland Brothers 

 

Supervisor Lucia said the Cleveland Brothers had called him and wanted to know why the town 

was using a company that was from out of town and not a local business. Supervisor Lucia said 

that municipalities’ lawns had to be done by a licensed professional when it involves pest 

control. The current contract is good until November of 2009. Supervisor Lucia said he spoke 

with DEC and for Brad Towers to be able to apply pesticide to the town lawns it would cost 

$100.00 for the cost of the test, plus $400.00 a year for the license. Supervisor Lucia said if the 

town continues to use pesticides it does make more sense to take quotes and use a local business, 

possibly the town should consider including the Senior Center, museum and the Town garage in 

this quote, but the way things are going the town may not be fertilizing the lawns next year with 

the budget cuts. 

 

 

Planning & Zoning 

 

Supervisor Lucia said the Chairman of the Zoning Board William Clark, could not make it but 

that the Vice-Chairwoman Sigrid Koch was present on behalf of the Zoning Board and Chairman 

Eric C. Butler was present on behalf of the Planning Board. Supervisor Lucia said both 



individuals were askew to attend this meeting for their input and recommendations they may 

have towards the appointments and reappointment process that occurs with these boards. 

Councilman Saunders said this is in regards to Resolution #80 which is to create protocol for 

appointment of the board members, and how to remove board members from their expired terms. 

Councilman Saunders said that he has spoke with the Chairman of both boards. Councilman 

Saunders said he wanted to make it clear the members that are placed on the planning and zoning 

boards are there for the pleasure of the Town Board. He is not looking to change anything in the 

by-laws but he would like to see some type of protocol where sometime prior to the expiration of 

their term the town board should send a letter asking them if they are interested in another term. 

Vice –Chairwoman Koch said their board felt there should be some type of evaluation done on 

Board members, something to monitor if they are attending meetings, training, etc; if the 

individual is not performing to standards then they should not be re-appointed. Mrs. Koch said 

that there is no excuse for the board members not to attend training and continuing education 

should be required.  Mrs. Koch suggested that the required training hours are minimal. 

Supervisor Lucia said he wanted to take a moment and clarify that board members do not get 

paid for training. The Town will reimburse board members for mileage, food if not included, and 

pay for the cost of the training. The Chairs of the boards and the Town Board members further 

discussed training requirements, attendance and alternates on the boards. It was decided that they 

would stay with the states bare minimum requirements and a letter should be sent to the board 

member whose term is about to expire 60 days prior to expiration. Councilman Saunders said he 

wanted to be clear that just because a board member may wish to be reappointed it does not 

guaranty that he or she will be. Councilman Saunders wanted to know wanted an explanation of 

the interview process for board members. Supervisor Lucia said usually it is his self, the Board 

Chair and sometimes a board member. Alternates were further discussed and it was decided that 

alternates are required to be present at the meetings and if the alternate is an appropriate fit then 

they should be considered for appointment prior to looking at other individuals. Mr. Butler said 

he may be looking at this situation differently from other but to him it is a privilege to serve on 

the board for five years and it should be assumed that after serving five years they may not be re- 

appointed. Councilman Saunders said he was correct because things change over a five year 

period. Supervisor Lucia said the board should take the notes today and send them to Attorney 

Hafner to put into a format for the board. 

 

Councilman Saunders wanted to know if anyone was aware of any new training class available 

to board members for the communities that are going to feel the effects of AMD.  Councilman 

Saunders said if the town is just beginning to look at zoning and land use issues it seems to him 

that we are behind the eight ball in being prepared for what is expected to come from AMD. 

Chair Butler said that there has been nothing specific taught at the classes. Councilman Byrnes 

said that as a board they have discussed this topic and realized that they need to review their 

zoning and land use laws. Vice- Chair Koch said there have been classes on cluster development. 

Councilman Saunders spoke about DR. Starr and the programs he has worked towards at the 

school and the impacts that AMD will have on education. Councilman Major said they spoke at 

the regional centers but as far as land use they said the study that he saw at least three years 

before projected that the residential housing would be impacted to at least Stony Creek. 

Councilman Major said what a lot of people don’t realize is that at the regional vocational 

centers the biggest impact is on the skilled labored industry. There was further discussion in 

relation to residential growth, the comprehensive plan, potential for a down town community and 



encouraging development, affordable housing, senior housing and to have a more diverse plan 

which would allow for more diversity.  

 

Chair Butler said he feels that there are some issues in the town code but that the planning 

secretary would be more aware of them than his self. Planning secretary Sullivan said there are 

many discrepancy’s between the Town Code and the Land use book that need to be addressed, 

she also suggested the town needs to look at the zoning regulations of neighboring towns such as 

Moreau, Wilton, Hadley and any other municipalities that borders. Vice- Chair Koch said she 

feels that zoning has gotten easier as the years pass by because people are becoming more 

educated about it and people realize that it is a protection. 

 

 

 

Work Place Violence Resolution 

 

Supervisor Lucia said this resolution was mandated by the state to be in place by the end of 

August. Town Clerk Rose E. Farr said the Town Topics pamphlet said this policy had to be 

implemented within 120 days from April 29, 2009.  Town Clerk Farr said the resolutions the 

board has in front of them came from the Director of the New York sate Town Clerks 

Association. Since this policy was just received this evening it was decided to review it prior to 

passing it.  

 

Sales Tax  

 

Supervisor Lucia said that sales tax was down $5,000.00 this month. It has been projected that 

there will be an 11% shortfall by the end of the year. Councilman Saunders stated that this was 

the towns’ second biggest generator of funds next to property tax. 

 

RESOLUTION #187 
MOTION TO RE-APPOINT THE FOLLOWING IDA  MEMBERS  

On a motion of Councilman Byrnes and seconded by Councilman Major the following resolution 

was 

 

ADOPTED Ayes 5 Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes and Saunders 

  Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED that the Town board appoints Melanie Denno for a term of 5- years, to expire 

in 2014 and to appoint Beverly Towers for a term of 5- years, to expire in 2013. 

 

Councilman Saunders wanted to know if any other members of the community were interested in 

being on the IDA Committee. Town Clerk Farr said that Beverly Towers and Melanie Denno 

would have to stop into her office so that she could administer oaths. Supervisor Lucia said the 

committee had forgotten to re-appoint Beverly in January so they are doing it now. Councilman 

Supervisor Lucia said there was going to be a link from the towns’ website to the IDA where 

people could submit letters if interest and see the rules the IDA has to abide by. Saunders asked 

if the IDA advertised for new members. 



Jack Kelly 

 

Supervisor Lucia said Mr. Kelly was before the town Board tonight to discuss the Scenic Train. 

Mr. Kelly said the 2008 grants monies have been released. Mr. Kelly said the last grant monies 

received were used to repair the beaver damage. Mr. Kelly said the state realizes the significance 

of these tracks to economic development. Mr. Kelly said that we were not able to put in the 

recommended number of ties and specific upgrades last year to bring the tracks up to class II, 

which would allow 40 mph runs. Mr. Kelly spoke about work schedule one at the back of the 

document and covered what this work scheduled entailed to bring the tracks up to class II. Mr. 

Kelly said that to date we have received between the federal and state governments 

approximately 5. 5 million in capitol investment monies Mr. Kelly said this is going to be done 

using the “Force Account Provision of the Agreement” that was approved with the train operator, 

Upper Hudson. Mr. Kelly said using this agreement the town can save money and get more work 

done; it does not mean that we are forcing anyone to do anything. Mr. Kelly said that if the board 

members take notice of this Grant Agreement and look at the third “Whereas” that this 20 page 

document becomes part of the resolution itself. Mr. Kelly said the goal is to have this rail line 

ready to be upgraded to class II prior to the fall foliage season.mr. Kelly said the attorneys 

wanted the supervisor and Town Board members to be aware that there needs to be a 2 million 

dollar insurance policy. Mr. Kelly said that within 180 days of completion of the project the state 

will come in to audit the contracts, payroll & data keeping. Mr. Kelly said the town will have to 

maintain records for at least 6 years. Mr. Kelly explained that this was not a “matching grant” it 

is a 100% grant.  Mr. Kelly said the terminology in the grant talks about being paid back, and 

then there is payment and post auditing. Mr. Kelly said the operator is willing to submit the bills 

to the state and get the payment back for that time period. Mr. Kelly said he is going to see if the 

state will allow that and if not then there will be a need for a small revolving type of loan 

program. Councilman Saunders said the most important thing is to get the spur to class two 

standards as fast as possible. Mr. Kelly said the turn around on receiving the monies after 

submittal is usually 30-45 days from which to receive payment. Mr. Kelly said the plan was to 

have a meeting next week with all involved parties. Mr. Kelly said they intend to iron out the 

finances at this meeting as to if they can move forward with the “Force Account Provision” or if 

they will have to take another route with a bond anticipation note. Councilman Saunders asked if 

1 million was enough to upgrade the tracks. Mr. Kelly said no but that it was enough to upgrade 

the tracks to a class II, which would carry the town of Corinth for 6-8 years of running time.  

Councilman Saunders stated that he was in favor of upgrading the tracks more for industrial and 

economic reasons than for the tourist reasons. Councilman Saunders stated that he did have 

concerns as to how long the town would be responsible for the up keep and maintenance of the 

tracks. There were further discussions about Warren County and what their plans were for the 

tracks. The Board also discussed the maintenance of the tracks and at this point and time it is the 

towns’ responsibility. Highway Superintendent Eggleston said that hardest part of maintaining 

the tracks for him is the inability to get onto the tracks for repairs. Councilman Byrnes said the 

original intent of buying the tracks was to save them not to own them for a long time. Mr. Kelly 

said on the topic of operators both Corinth and Warren county are currently meeting to review  a 

request for proposal and it is hoped that  in getting these tracks up to  class II that we will be able 

to attract world class people that can operate these facilities. 

 



RESOLUTION #188 
MOTION TO PASS THE GRANT AGREEMENT FOR THE TOWN OF CORINTH 

RAILROAD TRACK REHABILITATION 

On a motion of Councilman Brown and seconded by Councilman Saunders the following 

resolution was 

 

ADOPTED Ayes 5 Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes and Saunders 

  Nays 0 

Roll call Vote: Lucia –yes, Brown-yes, Major-yes, Byrnes-yes, Saunders-yes 

 

RESOLVED that the Town Board approves the following New York Sate Department of 

Transportation Grant Agreement for the Town of Corinth Rail Road Track Rehabilitation. 

 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 









 

 









 

 



Celebrate 400: 

 
Supervisor Lucia said that on August 16 there will be canoe races and on the 29

th
 of August the 

Town and village will have flotillas, food booth, entertainment and activities on the beach. 

 

Greenfield Notice: 

 
Supervisor Lucia said that on August 6 the Town of Greenfield will hold a public hearing on the 

possible abandonment of Old Porter Road. 

 

 

Supervisor Lucia said just as an fyi the NY Board of Fire underwriters after 7/14/09 they will not 

do any new electrical inspections. 

 

Supervisor Lucia said there was still 18,000in the budget for a new youth van. Supervisor Lucia 

asked Highway Superintendent Eggleston to look at the state contracts and see what is available. 

Mr. Eggleston said that the prices are good right now they may be able to find a new 12-14 

passenger van for that amount. Councilman Saunders asked if this money could be rolled into 

next year’s budget. 

 

Supervisor Lucia also told the board that he had attended the Global Foundry ribbon cutting 

ceremony this morning. 

 

Public Comment: 

 

Ray Bush- Mr. Bush commented on information he was aware of pertaining to the spurs and the 

fact that at one time they wanted to pull the spurs out. 

 
Board Members: 

 

Councilman Saunders- No comment 

 

Councilman Brown-  

 Councilman Brown said that he attended a meeting the other night for volunteers for Emergency 

management and every seat in the house was full. Councilman Brown also said he attended a 

County Hazard mitigation committee meeting. 

 

Councilman Byrnes-  

 

Councilman Byrnes wanted to know where on the tracks that Greenfield was proposing to 

abandon. Highway Superintendent Eggleston said it was where the depot is on 9N. Councilman 

Byrnes also said the Senior Housing meeting was postponed so that they could have a certain 

speaker present until next Tuesday at 7pm at the senior center. Councilman Byrnes also 

mentioned that he felt that the town should be looking into the Wilton Mtn project as the state is 

coming forward with the stimulus funds and this could be the time to get this project moving 

forward. 



 

Councilman Saunders- No comment  

Councilman Major- No comment 

 

Department Heads: 

 

Town Clerk- Town Clerk Farr said she was served today on an assessment matter and she has 

sent a copy of this to the town attorney. 

 

Highway Superintendent- Superintendent Eggleston said Monday he was going to do the 

crossing on 9n and all the concrete is poured on Hollister and the pipe will be together next 

week. Supervisor Lucia congratulated the highway crew on the completion of that project. 

 

Code Enforcement- No comment 

 

RESOLUTION #189 

MOTION TO ADJOURN TO BILL PAYING 

On a motion made by Councilman Major and seconded by Councilman Byrnes and 

the following resolution was 
 

ADOPTED Ayes 5  Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes, and Saunders 

  Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED that the board adjourns to bill paying. 

 

RESOLUTION #190 
MOTION TO PAY BILLS AS AUDITED WITH NO EXCEPTION 

On a motion of Councilman Saunders and seconded by Councilman Major the following 

resolution was 

 

ADOPTED Ayes 5 Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes and Saunders 

  Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED that the board pays bills as audited with any exceptions as follows: 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #191 
MOTION TO ADJOURN  

On a motion of Councilman Byrnes and seconded by Councilman Brown the 

following resolution was 
 

ADOPTED Ayes 5 Lucia, Brown, Major, Byrnes and Saunders 

  Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED that the board adjourns.  

 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

     Cheri Sullivan 

     Deputy Town Clerk 

 

 


